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Host: This is the second program of our series Our Dialog for Peace and Justice.

Welcome to all and thank you for listening regularly to this program designed to promote reconciliation so that various Ituri communities create relationships and a dialog with authorities representing international justice, in order to improve our society for everyone, without exceptions, divisions and discrimination. This will most likely contribute to peace and justice in Ituri, which long suffered from the conflict.

In the previous program, the Prosecutor of the ICC, Luis Moreno Ocampo, asked the Ituri community how they could work together, what he could do for Iturians, and how can his work be beneficial. Many communities answered. Lendu and Hema leaders, the Parliament for children, military justice and so on, responded. After listening to them, Moreno-Ocampo replied and also expressed certain wishes and asked more questions, as part of this dialog. Here they are:

I am very glad that I am with you again through the Interactive Radio for Justice program. I am Luis Moreno Ocampo, I am the Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, and my office is in The Hague, in The Netherlands, in the north of Europe. It is winter here, no sun, raining. I am Argentinean, in my country today it is summer, sunny. I know in Congo it was raining, and the rainy season is coming, but at least you have a little more light than us. In any case, I am very glad that we can, through the radio, be in touch and talk about the work we are doing _ the work we are doing in the Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga [case] who is prosecuted now in the Hague _ and how we can through the trials and our interaction, how we an be sure that there are no more crimes in Ituri, that you can live in peace. That is the idea.

Ok, I received some interesting questions, maybe you can listen. One of them is about that you need more information about the trials, how it is working, the Court, and that you need to listen and see this in- in Ituri. In fact we are more than happy to help you, so wherever there is a radio or a TV station we can send materials, you can see films with the trials, you can have records, all the records to listen by radio. I think it is very important because some of your people from Ituri will come to be witnesses. Some of the children who suffered terrible atrocities as child soldiers are so courageous that they will come and talk to the Judges and present to the world what happened to them. We appreciate very much this effort, because I know they are shocked, they are still thinking about what they did. They were forced to kill, some of them were raped, some of them raped, they pillaged, so some of them cannot remember and refuse to remember what happened to them. Some of them will come to The Hague and in front of three Judges who represent the international community will explain the suffering they went through.
And I think it will be interesting because people have to understand how serious this crime of conscripting and enlisting children is. Adults have to teach children, kadogos, the role of adults is to teach and educate and protect. Adults cannot become those who teach to kill, to kill, to rape. This is wrong, and that is what the Court will show, that it is wrong and that is what the world wants, to stop these crimes. That is why Lubanga is in jail. 

I know some of you contributed to him voluntarily; you have to rethink what you did. It is not good, it is not a good idea. He abused of [sic] you but also you did wrong, you cannot send your children to kill others, that destroys the children. Now I like the idea to receive your comments on this, because I would like to understand you better but I think it is very important for you to understand this. I hope the trial can help, that people will understand the tragedy of Ituri; how different problems created this violence and how much you need help to rebuild your region. And probably this [dialog] could help and I am more than willing to discuss with your representatives how to help them to reach those who can help them.

This Lubanga trial will not be the only one; we are not focusing just on Hema groups. Also, we show what happened with other militias, the one led by Matthieu Ngudjolo and Germain Katanga. Another one against Bosco Ntaganda is also pending. We focus on those we believe are the most important commanders. Huh, there are people who ask me about what happens to all those committing crimes. We are still deciding what next cases could be useful, including investigating those who finance the crimes. It is important to recall how much money they make financing the crimes. So we are going to see, we need to investigate more, but those who finance the violence, this could be very important to avoid future repetition of these crimes.  It is an important problem, and there is a lot you can do in Ituri to make sure that at the local level, those who finance the war, those who finance the crimes are not allowed to continue. You can tell me what you think about this.

I am very happy to hear the voices of representatives of children on the radio program. Some of you were heroes, some of you were demanding Lubanga to release the children, in those days, In the heavy days, 2002-2003. I think it is really important what they did and they saved the lives of hundreds of children, and they have all of our recognition. Some of them will come to the trial, some of them could be in the trial and show what they did.

I am very interested that some of you made comments on reconciliation between perpetrators and victims. I believe this would be the best achievement of this Court, that the communities, the Lendu, the Hema, who in the past were fighting, now show that they can live together. That would make a difference; that would make the world admire what you are doing. I would love for this to happen. I strongly believe that we can establish the idea that no-one can kill another is the beginning of reconciliation. And I think that you can show, you can be an example of this. I would love to receive comments on this, I would like to receive your quo- your comments how now you are living with those who in the past were fighting with you. What you believe you have to do to improve interaction with them is what the world needs to learn from you. You can teach the world a lesson, how you are living together, try to change what happened. I would really like if you can in the future send me comments and questions, and in particular if you have comments on the trial I would like to use this program to explain what we are doing. And eventually go there to be with you physically and talk about how we can work together to achieve peace and justice in Ituri. Thank you.

*
*
*

Host: Once again, we served as a bridge to meet the leaders. This time, some communities who did not participate in the first program, such as the Ngiti and the Hema, joined the project in order to be heard as well, so did civil society.

- Thank you, my name is Ernest Peke Liando Mokati, official of the Walendu-Bindi community, the Walendu-Bindi community of Ghety.

You know, huh, during a war, many things are said. People or communities who fight often say that cohabitation with such and such group will be impossible because this or that reason, because they killed our people and so on. But afterwards, things change. Communities who fought yesterday here in Ituri used to live in symbiosis, and were collaborating well. We will not say that there was no conflict among them, there were some, but we managed to settle them quickly and relationships remained intact. Most recently, the Ituri conflict was politicized. Foreign actors got involved, which led people to turn against each other. But I confirm that today people are cohabiting in peace, between the Hema and Lendu communities for instance. This is justified by the fact that they do live together, whereas during the war Lendu could not go live on Hema territory and vice-versa. If you go to Kasenyi, you will find many Lendu on Hema land. If you go towards Bavi-Moteur for instance you will see that many Hema live on Lendu land. This clearly shows that cohabitation is happening peacefully, let me repeat, very peacefully, here in Ituri.

Concerning reconciliation, what we can maybe say is that our children, the sons of Ituri, who are in The Hague, in the Netherlands, there are three: Thomas Lubanga, Germain Katanga and Ngodjolo Matthieu, who are there. If the International Criminal Court summoned them this far, it is because it has a job to do. However, we, Iturians, we wanted the Court to start with the strongest and who participated in the Ituri conflict. As I said earlier, the Ituri conflict was nourished from afar. When one has weapons, for instance, or funds, money to sustain armed groups, we should start with them. What happened did happen, yes, but what we would like to see is that the trial of Thomas Lubanga be accelerated and if there are actual charges against him, then they can tell us but we don’t want to be told stories so that we are distracted. We want to see this work well, because this will also allow us to renew our relationships, here at home. If there is anything to reproach to them, then ok, but if there isn’t anything against them we would like our sons to simply return home, and this could assist in strengthening the relationships between communities formerly in conflict.

- My name is Jean-Bosco Lalu, I am civil society coordinator in Ituri. It is true that in any society, harming someone has always been forbidden and our laws do reflect that. What happened in Ituri is not usual, and today we are convinced that it has come to an end. When it ends, there is a general sentiment of consciousness within the population. Today we think that pacification is experienced better in lower than in middle classes, because in middle classes there are still leadership related issues, this is what remains to be resolved, but we think that in any ordinary society it is not easy or even possible to achieve a complete balance. For instance we know that in Europe people have more means, that we do not have, and some are more educated and advanced in many other aspects, whereas some are not in a position to reach that far. Regarding the trials before the ICC, Mr. Prosecutor, we know that so far mainly Iturians, such as Mr. Thomas Lubanga, Matthieu Ngudjolo, Germain Katanga, are before the ICC. This affects our ego a little. It is as if the ICC was created for Iturians only. Crimes committed in Congo are multiple; there are crimes everywhere, even economic crimes. But concerning Ituri, to believe that trials before the ICC can resolve problems, well, I have another vision, and it is just my point of view. We think that it is not the ICC that will bring peace back in Ituri. Before the ICC intervened, there were mechanisms, which were set up by the population itself, and then supported by the Congolese government. Today, we can see the disarmament process of child soldiers. This, Mr. Prosecutor, we would like to tell you clearly and sincerely, that the problem of child soldiers, as we experienced it here in Ituri, or as we experienced it in the whole country, this phenomenon of child soldiers is not new. Maybe it even started with children we called kadogo. We saw how kadogo were enrolled in the army, in such high numbers. The Kadogo are the ones who fought in Congo, won over Congo, resisting the military, the Rwandese military, the Ugandan military as well as our own. This is what gave other Congolese children the desire to join the military. This phenomenon of child soldiers gave children many privileges they should not normally have. The child can give value, he becomes an authority this way in African culture. Today, prosecuting Thomas Lubanga for recruitment of child soldiers is a deviation of the real problem, because we know that the inter-ethnic conflict here in Ituri exists since 1990 and at that time when communities were fighting against each other, and when a father is attacked, the child will naturally take over and engage in the conflict. This is not only true in Ituri but in all African culture. And in the Kivu provinces we often say that we wage war in this way. When the chief, when the father, when the family is attacked he has no other choice. If he is able to go to the frontline, he has no other choice but to engage in the conflict to defend the interests of the family. In Ituri, the situation was no different. We see on TV channels, hear on the radio, that there is a general fear, if Thomas Lubanga was released today, we would be afraid of or fear reprisals. Mr. Prosecutor, the high generals, officers of Thomas Lubanga, for instance Rafiki, the number 1 of Lubanga security, Bosco N’taganda, who now is in North Kivu, he was Chief of Staff, well, Mr. Prosecutor, Rafiki was tried here in Bunia and then went to the Court of Appeals in Kisangani, and today they are free but nothing happens! There is no reason to fear! But we also know that there are false testimonies. Be careful with false testimonies because they can mislead you. Where there is money, people rush to receive some of that money, and dirty money will not help them. Our position concerning the peace process here in Ituri is not related to Thomas Lubanga. It is a matter that communities have already consented to and even people who saw neighboring villages come to theirs to set huts on fire, or kill people, these villages have reconciled. It has nothing to do with the Thomas Lubanga case! And even Ngodjolo who is today at the ICC. Ngudjolo first started with FNI when FNI was fighting against UPC. But after that Ngudjolo created MRC, which was a mixed group, composed of remnants of UPC and FNI. So people who used to shoot each other can also gather for a common cause, (…inaudible…), what harm can they do afterwards? Even Ngudjolo, at his level, made some positive commitments before leaving Ituri, towards pacification. And if the objective of the ICC is pacification, then the ICC has no interest in prosecuting Ngudjolo or Lubanga, or any other person. If they mean justice in its strict sense, then it is the mandate of the State.

- Thanks you very much, huh, my name is Professor Piro, of the ISP of Bunia, ordinary professor. 

Concerning your question on reconciliation, trials at the Hague and so on, as an intellectual, a sociologist, I think that what we call reconciliation has conditions. When we are asked ‘what can you do to live together, etc’, Iturians always lived together. We are not divided! Who will we reconcile with? Bring all those who led RCD-KML here, from Mbusa Nyamwisi to Wamba Diao, Lopodo. Have you already heard here an Alur or a Mwahema called Mbusa Nyamwisi? Or called Lopodo? There aren’t any! Today, an Alur can come to Bunia, a Mwahema can sleep where Walendu live, they sleep there, go to the market together. They pulled themselves together. The peace we have now did not come from MONUC, which played a psychological role in all this, but it is Iturians who pulled themselves together. People have to stop saying that Alur are the enemies of the Wahema or a Mwahema is the enemy of a Mwalendu. We have to build monuments for our deads, who died for nothing. See Nyankunde which was razed to the ground. Who razed it? Kilo-Moto is razed to the ground. Every school and churche as well. So reconciliation for me means, well I don’t know. Did we know what Gemain Katanga, Njabu Floribert, those who are in prison over there, say? They know the secret better, what prompted them to take up weapons? Iturians can read memoranda addressed by Floribert Njabu and others, those who are in prison in Makala, to the Minister of Justice. Everything is said here at ISP; we have plenty of Walendu, plenty of Banginti, plenty of Alur and plenty of Loba, everywhere and we teach normally, and life goes. 
There have always been conflicts, for instance in the North-Bahema collectivity, you could see one village against another village of the same Bahema. In Mahagi, you can see among the Alur of this or that groupement. So we resolved this problem quickly but here we had to face a political matter, political and regional, political and international. I do not call what happened in Ituri a war but a tragedy. There were some wild and barbaric massacres, cannibalism and so on. Iturians suffered from this. There were external actors, national and international, etc. There is no tribe here called Interahamwe. Interahawme operated here and massacred people here. No tribe is called RCD-KML, here, nor UPC, FNI, UPDF, FARC. We know our tribes. They are Alur, Bahema, Loba, Kakwa and so on, Walendu. For me this trial should be more equitable. I regret that these trials are obviously manipulated by external factors. I can see, because I follow this like everyone else, the Prosecutor must say the real law and not a politicized law. In 2002, there were grave massacres. The false theory that has to be destroyed is the theory according to which this is a conflict of concession, an ethnic conflict, a land conflict. There was no land conflict here. There was genocide. Even if we do not believe in this today, it is a fact that everyone was affected, the whole territory, Mahagi, Aru, everyone! Wanyali, Walendu themselves! For instance, I am spokesperson for the Hema community. North-Bahema has nothing to do with UPC. UPC was a politico-military movement, and then a political party. So was UDPS and so on. Tribes should not be mingled in that. The main problem that killed us here in Ituri, it is the geo-political situation of the Great Lakes, multinationals, people who seek to exploit the ground and underground. As Mobutu once said, we must not be as they want us to be but as we want to be. Better be poor and free than rich and enslaved.

Host: Since the professor spoke of the pre-existing reconciliation and cohabitation in Ituri, please listen to Mr. Alex Losinu, who reaffirms that it does pre-exist but is not deeply rooted in [society]:

- At this level, I am speaking in the name of a very tight community here in Ituri, the North-Lendu community.

Even if relationships, cohabitation, and reconciliations have started, I think that it is not deep enough. People’s hearts are not yet healed, massaged. They have not come together yet. But I would like that the Prosecutor facilitates a very important step between the end of a conflict and the beginning of peace, where everyone who feels they have been victimized can seek transitional justice, so that the perpetrator and the victim can reconcile. I am telling you, the key to sustainable peace must necessarily be through reconciliation, pardon and love of one another. There is no other way. If you can facilitate this step of restorative justice, transitional justice, it would really help us bring people’s hearts together.

*
*
*

- Thank you, Mr. Prosecutor, for your concern. Huh, we have already heard your concern for Iturians to be informed as much as possible regarding your work. Concerning these trials, we have high expectations so that these trials can become a model which could bring the peoples of the world to discover, through Ituri, how much life is sacred and no one has the power to destroy it. Iturians have now understood that it is useless to kill each other and commit massacres. They are conscious of the fact that they should gather, reconcile and we, religious leaders, discover that this reconciliation is still fragile, because a slight glitch may make them switch and turn against us. We are expecting from your organization _ because we see you as a judicial doctor, expert in justice for the world. The eyes of the world are on your organization. So we are expecting you to demonstrate the morality of your justice, in order for Iturians to be able to say that justice was done and rendered. Concerning another aspect of human life, we can say that our population is already reconciled, they are already living in peace, cohabitation is peaceful, but we have fears. We fear to see how much the defense case will make the population re-live the history, events that happened. Will that not bring people back to a dark past? So we say that it is worth conducting these trials with tact and strategy so that morality prevails. Thank you.

Host: It is with this answer that we are reaching the end of our program Dialog for Peace and Justice, part of the project Interactive Radio for Justice. We are expecting your suggestions. You can easily reach us, either by mail at Radio Canal Revelation, 54 Boulevard de Liberation, in Bunia city, or by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr. You can also listen online at www.irfj.org. Didyne Uweka was presenting, and Richard Pituwa was producing. Thank you and hear you in the next program of Our Dialog for  Peace and Justice.  

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

