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Host: We are delighted to know so many of you are listening to the 52nd program of Interactive Radio for Justice, a program that attempts to respond to your many preoccupations concerning justice, through questions you address to the various local authorities, either national or international, via Radio Canal Revelation. 

In today’s program we have questions sent from several localities. The team of our radio travelled around the Nyama - Iga-Barriere axis, two localities lying 12 and 25 kilometres north of Bunia. It also travelled to Katoni, located 18 kilometres south-east of Bunia. WE also received a question from a chief of locality based in Nizi, located 30 kilometres north of Bunia, as well as from out listeners of Bunia. In this program, all the questions concern local issues.

Let’s start with the question of a taximan from Iga-Barriere, regarding discrimination some of which face on the part of the traffic police. 

*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: We, taximen, sometimes encounter incidents with the traffic police, which roam around with or without documentation. But, we, who bear no identification, are always pulled over. How can Congo be rebuilt in these conditions?

· My name is Aberi Mwango, Gerard, I am a Police Captain and Chief of the Traffic Police in the Ituri District.

Talking of rebuilding raises the question of mental states of people. Rebuilding this country has to be done by everyone, we should not wait for anyone else to come and rebuild this country. Everyone must contribute towards the rebuilding of this country. There must be a culture of respect for the law. Regarding taximen, you are only requested to be in compliance with the new traffic code and to have all necessary documents, notably a driver’s license and all motorcycle papers. You will thereby contribute to rebuilding the country because you are in compliance with laws. Secondly, if wherever you are, you find someone who does not want to comply with the law, such as in the case of some policemen, who are there to apply the law. Then such things must be denounced, such behaviour must be discouraged, and if you fail to do so you are an accomplice. So I would ask to our dear taximan, that in order for our country to go forward, he must be in compliance with the law and if he comes across people who refuse to comply with the law, he should denounce them. Then the law will handle them.

· 2nd interviewee: Instead of the Chief of Nyumba-Kumi stimulating people to participate in salongo, they start selling coins and then turn it into an obligation. Can’t you see that this is borderline harassment and the actual objective of cleaning the city is being deviated, because people’s involvement is already low?

· My name is Pascal Tchibanga Kabarios, chief of the city of B--. I do not think there is actually a low participation, because the chief of the city conducts the salongo himself in each neighbourhood on Saturdays. Last week I was in the Sayo neighbourhood, and thought there was a large crowd that mobilized for community service. But concerning the sale of coins, we would like to know who exactly are these chiefs of localities who sell the coins, so we can handle them.

· 3rd interviewee: What can we do if the population refuse to perform community service under the pretence that this is democracy and everyone is free? Should we bring those who are recalcitrant before justice?

· What we have to say is that democracy does not mean we have to let others do our own work. But does that mean we have to bring them before justice because they do not comply with the rule? I think that, as a respected authority, when a message is broadcast, calling on everyone to perform community work, those who do not join should be handled by justice.

· 4th interviewee: The bailiff’s role is to let anyone who requests to see a competent authority access them, but at the Auditorat, prior to seeing the Auditeur, a fee is requested, and the same applies at the Prosecutor’s office. Isn’t there a way to prosecute this bailiff?

Host: We addressed this question to the Auditor of the Military Garrison Court of the District of Ituri, John Mpenza Ishai:

· Of course, at the Auditorat, I already had to conduct investigations within the Secretariat, and complaints are free, I receive anyone without any pre-condition, qualification or anything of that kind. I often give my two phone numbers to the population so that when you are confronted to such problem you can call me on the phone, so that I can receive you right away and hear the complaing. So, we do take this into account, and will inform the relevant services so that these practices stop. I would like to take this opportunity to provide my number, it is the 081-730-3130, and Celtel is 09-97-70-5967. 

Host: Let’s also hear the answer of the Deputy Prosecutor of Bunia, Magistrate Benjamin Bansenga Kamunga:

· If you are confronted to such situation, we do not spend all day in our practices, at 3 or 4pm we leave the office to go home, but you can catch us on the way in order to let us know about your case. So if the bailiff who takes the case asks you for money, I know that you might not be able to see me at that time, but you can pass by the office of the Division Director, who manages the Prosecutor’s Office Administration, you can present the problem to them, and as Chief of this Administration he can take measures against this bailiff. Or else, you do everything you can to see us in private, outside of office house, we can receive you and you can present your complaint, we will then reprimand the bailiff who is asking for money. So I do not know whether what this listener said is true, but if it happened or it still happens, we ask you to come see us even outside of office hours, or to see the Division Director, who is the Chief of Administration of the Prosecutor’s Office, who will punish the bailiff who asks money to complainants.

We will now take a break with the song Street Children, from the band Notor Team, from Bunia. This band from Bunia deplores the life these children abandoned by their own parents lead; they do not receive any education, no love, which pushes them to become very aggressive. However these youngsters deserve to be acknowledged by someone who can help them.

*
*
*

Song
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Host: We are continuing with our program, Interactive Radio for Justice, now with questions addressed to the High First Instance Court for Ituri in Bunia.

· 5th interviewee: If I have a pot of land, as a citizen of this country what are my ownership rights?

Host: Judge Jean-Marie Mulumbakamba answers:

· In our law, as well as in many others, lands are split by rural and urban districts, but in the framework of this program we will look at the practical modalities one need to fulfil to acquire a piece of land in an urban districts, meaning where the law is written, unlike customary law, which prevails in rural districts. In any case, it is up to the “land management administration”, represented by the recorder of titles, to manage land. Whoever wants to acquire a plot of land in an urban area must initiate a land request addressed to this authority, that is the recorder of titles. The latter will review the land register, which is a technical service which will go on the ground to determine whether the piece of land you are requesting can be build upon, or whether it can meet the requirements for which you intend to use this land.

· 6th interviewee: One has three years in order to start exploiting a plot of land. If after three years you still haven’t done anything what will happen?
· If after three years you have failed to start exploiting the land, the tenant has the opportunity to turn to the land management administration, the recorder of titles, in order to renew his lease. After three years, if you failed to exploit the land you rented and if you did not seek renewal of your lease from the recorder of titles, the latter can expropriate the land for the benefit of another person who will be in a position to exploit this land. But, expropriation is not automatic, this procedure is always preceded by a formal notice, which means that prior to expropriation you will be notified, only then can the land be attributed to another person requesting it.

· 7th interviewee: When a 17-year-old minor makes a 20-year-old girl pregnant and that the family of the boy decides to bring this case before justice, is this case admissible?
· My name is Fidele Romain Eli Sindani Kabamba Mkulu, I have currently been in Ituri, holding the title of President of the High First Instance Court. I come from the Appeals Court of Matadi. We are serving the State.

Yes, because the 17-year-old boy was raped by the 20-year-old girl. As the boy was raped, it is not the pregnancy that is reprehensible. To make a girl pregnant is not what constitutes an offence in our law, but it is the fact that sexual intercourse between a minor boy of 17 years old and the 20 year old girl. It is the girl who will be prosecuted. The parents of the boy are then entitled to bring charges against the girl who raped the boy.

· 8th interviewee: Considering the overcrowding at the central prison of Bunia, doesn’t the High First Instance Court have the prerogative to order the release of detainees who committed minor offences and already spent several months in prison?

· The High First Instance Court is competent to try. In its Judgement, it will decide who is guilty, and the person will be condemned, but the Judges are the one to determine that. The law authorizes Judges to condemn someone to one day only, so there is no requirement that they order the maximum sentence or the minimum provided for by the law. But, the bare minimum, which everyone knows, is one day in prison, so the Judge has the prerogative to condemn someone to one day in prison, or to capital punishment, or to 20 years in prison, or to a life sentence, or to 15 years. So it is up to them, on the basis of the personality of the detainee, the gravity, or the lack thereof, of the facts that they will take their decision, to either acquit or convict to a sentence that they will determine. So we cannot say that the Tribunal can just release people. Only the Minister of Justice can grant such conditional release.

*
*
*

Host: This is how we are reaching the end of our program, Interactive Radio for Justice. Thank you for your participation, we hope that you have more questions and that you will send them to us for our subsequent programs. On our side, we will continue to facilitate this dialog between yourselves and various authorities, at the local, national or international level. You can write to us either by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr, or by simple mail at Canal Revelation Radio, 54 Blvd of Liberation in the center of Bunia. We also travel within the District, during which time you can also ask questions. I would like to remind you that you can also follow this program online on the site www.irfj.org. Jean-Pierre Kabulabu was presenting, goodbye.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

