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Journalist: Dear listeners, this is the eighteenth program of Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In today’s program, we will talk about the rights and the protection of children while in school. Why this theme? Because children are complaining about being flogged, having to build bricks, collect reeds in the bush, and so on. Some of the teachers who have them do such things claim to be doing it to impose discipline. In fact, what kind of discipline do pupils really need? In this program, you will hear the point of view of some pupils as well as from some teachers, as well as what the law protecting children in academic settings provides for. 
This program is presented by Dydyine Uweka, and produced by the team of Interactive Radio for Justice, with the sound engineering done by Martin Wanichan.
*
*
*

First of all, let’s listen to the role-play performed by the hosts of Canal Revelation Radio: 
*
*
*

· [1st student] Don’t chew on my pen! Give me my pen! 

· [Children’s voices]
· [1st student] No it is not true. She did not disturb the professor.
· [Professor] Yes, she did! She is pushing too much. This time around, she will feel her pain; she thinks she is above everything. This is serious, very serious. [Crying sounds]
· [1st student] No, sir, you did not quite see what happened. It was Kombe Kombe who was causing the disturbance. Do not hit her, you are taking risks. I think she is sick.
· [Professor] Excuse me, miss. Excuse me. I hope she is not hurt!

· [1st student] You did wrong.

· [Professor] Excuse me, my dear student.

· [1st student] We told you she was sick.

· [Professor] Oh la la, I am sorry.

· [1st student] Follow me now.

· [Professor] Of, I understand, but I am entitled to hit her. In fact, female students accuse us of flirting with them during class. We, professors, have so many problems with this!  
*
*
*

· [1st student] My dear, let’s go see Mama Poutouloue. Her daughter was violently hit during class yesterday. It is unfortunate and now her daughter is hurt.
*
*
*

· [1st student] Ah, Mama Poutoulou, what a drama! Tell us what happened to your daughter. Did you have to treat her, Mama Poutoulou?
· [Mama Poutoulou] Yes, my friends. My daughter was treated at school. She received the necessary treatment and, according to the other students and the victim, the professor acted with anger and could not control himself or the class. My daughter is only a victim, she is innocent. 

· [1st student] Oh la la, this is painful! I don’t even dare looking at her. And what happened to the professor, Oh my God. Did you complain to the police?
· [Mama Poutoulou] The Professor was 90% wrong, and if I had filed a complaint he would have been arrested. So we followed the advice of the school prefect and other authorities who wanted the problem to be settled among themselves. Otherwise, he would have faced jail for assault and battery on a minor child who did not oppose any defence. Apparently, he is used to hitting students in his class. 

· [1st student] But the professor pushed the limit too far. Isn’t there any other punishment he could inflict on his students?
· [Mama Poutoulou] This is also what surprises us. He forgets that students, children fall under the protection of the law. They are the future generation of businessmen. Does he want them to complete their education covered in scars and that they ultimately remember how hard it was to study? I remember the type of punishment I received when I was in school at the Santa Maria Normal School. The white sister used to tell us: ‘if you disturb me, go ahead and teach me, since you are superior to me and know everything!’
· [1st student] In Mwanga, our junior high school in Goma, we used to hear: ‘since you are experts, go and fetch tem mosquito in […inaudible…] right now.’
· [2nd student] Ah, it is not easy to grab ten mosquitoes in […inaudible…], isn’t it?
· [3rd student] In Bukavu, one day our professor forced us to laugh all day long, because we used to make fun of him. You should have seen, I had such a headache, my dear! I laughed so hard I could die! 

· [Mama Poutoulou] There are other types of punishments, but not the whip, or building bricks. It is too hard for our children.

*
*
*

Journalist: We spoke with a student from the 6th grade and two from primary school. The latter claim to be whipped only when they actually disturb the class. The prefect we spoke with claims to be implementing punishment methods that are useful for his school. This would only concern undisciplined students.
*
*
*

Prefect: Whipping has been forbidden in the constitution of the DRC for a long time. There must be other ways to punish students. You can place a student outside of class for one hour and then let him come back inside. This is a punishment. A punishment must be deserved, but you also have to look at what type of punishment you can give to a 6th grade student. For instance, placing the student for one hour outside of class, this can also seriously impact his morale. In primary school, students also deserve punishments, but students in primary school really should not be hit. This is really forbidden. You cannot hit a primary school student, because he is still too young, he doesn’t know any better. You simply have to explain things to him. For instance, you can distribute these little booklets to primary school students, explaining how to behave, in order to give guidance to our students.
*
*
*
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· I am in second grade, and the teacher sometimes hits me on the hand. It does not really hurt. 
· She hits us with a dembo, which is some kind of whip, only when we have fun or disturb the class.

Prefect: When a student is really undisciplined, he has to answer for his actions. Besides punishments, what can the school rely on? This is why we require them to collect reeds, or anything they can bring back. This is not something that is too overwhelming.

Journalist: Mr. Aloys Diko Sibandelengwe, personnel agent and chief of academic statistics of the division of primary, secondary and professional education, says that instructions are clear. There are multiple sanctions for professors who do not respect these guidelines.
· Instructions are very clear. These practices should be banned, they no longer exist. Instructions are clear. You can no longer use whips to punish students. Really, on that front, instructions are very clear, this is no longer tolerated. Teachers and school prefects who continue to implement this practice are liable. There are several sanctions available. They can be disciplined, and so on. Sanctions can even go to, huh, we can bring it before the justice system.

Journalist: The manner in which students are punished must be educational. You cannot depart from this, declares Mr. Kakisiabo Mutana, Chief of the urban subdivision of Bunia, who is in charge of primary and secondary schools of Bunia.
· There are procedures to punish students in every school. If a group of students must be punished, the disciplinary council must meet. If the disciplinary council takes a decision, nobody else can change this decision, except the Province Governor. In case of discipline, parents of the students are invited to provide an explanation, and they are also invited to better control their children at home. Parents are the ones who build schools, classes, etc. And all of this takes place during the general assembly of parents. Education issues, etc. do not so much concern children, but rather their parents. This is why we are asking school deans to no longer chase children away from schools. If they have money problems, they should invite the parents. But if the prefect allows himself to require the children to go collect reeds in the bush, this is wrong, because all punishment must be educational. A punishment that does not educate the child is pointless. So, we are really missing the point.
Journalist: We also tried to know the point of view of a woman who is also a parent. She taught for a long time and is now adviser in a kindergarten and primary school, managed by a company in Bunia city.
· Yes, thank you, as an adviser for kindergarten and primary education, I advise teachers to not inflict corporal punishment on children. If a child disturbs a class, for instance if he sits in the back, he should simply be placed in the front so that you can watch him better. If the child is sitting next to his friend, he can also separate the two. I think that education starts at the family level. Parents must first educate their children well. Once in school, children will then be subjected to school rules. This is what I’d like to advise.
*
*
*
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Journalist: Finally, we can say that the law is clear. It is important to organise sessions where teachers, students, lawyers, jurists or other law practitioners get together and reflect. This is the advice of Me. Clement Malili, who is a public defender at the High First Instance Court for Ituri in Bunia.
· It is important that the condition of children in the world, because of their vulnerability and their dependence on their parents of course, their lack of physical, intellectual and emotional maturity, when children are at school it is always a little difficult. This required, this has required special care. A child who is used to being home, being fed from morning to evening, is suddenly being placed in an environment where conditions are being imposed, which can of course trigger different ways of seeing things or behaving while at school. This is why the international community thought about this situation. In order to find a sustainable solution to this problem, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted on 20 November 1989 the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which applies around the world. But regarding our country, the Constitution of our country, of 18 February 2006, under article 123.16, grants a central place to children, as a renewed source for human beings and life, and resolved to place children at the centre of our attention, because these children will be our successors tomorrow, and if children are not protected today, our society will be difficult to live in. The law No. 09-001 of 10 January 2009 concerns the protection of the child. This is the law that protects children generally.
Journalist: So what sentence is provided for concerning a teacher who, during the exercise of his functions, violates his legal obligations?
· You know, a teacher in the exercise of his functions, once he violates the spirit and the terms of the Law No. 09-001 of 10 January 2009 on the protection of the child is criminally liable. This was the case in one school here in our neighbourhood, where a teacher took a stick and intentionally hit the head of a child. This constituted the offence of intentional assault and battery. Plain and simple. You cannot say that because you are a teacher you are above the law. A teacher is an educator. A teacher is a reflection of his students, because students believe their teachers blindly. This is why there are sometimes confrontations at home. When a teacher tells a child ‘one plus one equals three’, the child will believe his teacher. So the teacher must show the right example all the time.
Journalist: We’ve only been talking about whipping, but in other schools here in Ituri they are also forced by school authorities to build bricks, for children who- it only concerns children who disturbed the class and they are now forced to build bricks. Some teachers even ask for money or ask the students to go in the bush to collect reeds whereas they know they can be bitten by snakes. Can we also consider all these things as offences?
· Of course! These are forbidden practices. Children go to school to study. Of course, no society is perfect. School is a society in itself and at school there will be children who disturb the class. At school, there are children who do things that annoy teachers. When a child causes disturbance, a proportionate punishment must be found. To ask a child to go, huh, to build bricks, or to ask him for money as a punishment are forbidden practices. A teacher whose student complains about before justice can be arrested.
Journalist: Do you think that there is enough sensitisation on the content of the law within schools? Are teachers and students sufficiently informed about their rights at school?
· This is a central point. You know, we are not lacking laws in our country. We have a whole array of laws and texts. The main problem is to educate people about the law. The main purpose of the Official Journal is to disseminate the laws. But beyond that, we have to ask the authorities, such as the prefect, the director and so on, to seek out the dissemination of these laws in their schools. To have this law explained in schools would be a good thing, but the most important thing would be to organise meetings where teachers and students get together with a jurist or other legal practitioner to reflect, to decipher the law article by article. Then children and teachers would be better informed and you’d notice a better attitude within the school. So the main problem is the dissemination of the law, because we say that ‘ignorance of the law is no defence.’ A student or a teacher, even though the state has not informed them about the law, must be considered to know the law. Therefore, this is a problem. Any question regarding the rights of the child has to be disseminated in order to ensure that our society is composed of responsible people who will succeed us. 
*
*
*

Journalist: All ends well. School is the child’s first experience outside of their parents’ home. Our future generation. We thank everyone who’s assisted us in the success and production of this program, such as Mr. Aloys Diko Sibandelengwe, who is personnel agent and chief of academic statistics at the division of EPSP, Orientale Province II in Ituri, as well as Mr. Kakisa Bomyumata, deputy prefect. We also thank the academic adviser at the kindergarten and primary school, and Me. Clement Malili, public defender, who accepted to come to our studio to explain to us the necessity to protect children in academic settings. If you wish to contact us by sms, write to us at 09 94 91 05 55 or write to us at Canal Revelation Radio, which is located right in front of the Bunia tribune. Our program, Justice Magazine, is broadcast every Tuesday at 7pm and re-aired on Sundays at 7:15pm. My name is Dydyine Uweka and I presented this program. I wish peace to all kindergarten, primary, secondary schools and all universities around the world.
*
*
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