 24 May 2011

Justice Magazine - Goma 

5th program

24 May 2011 
Journalist: Hello and thank you for joining us. Welcome to the fifth program of the Justice Magazine program. Justice Magazine is produced by Interactive Radio for Justice, in cooperation with the Goma-based Colombe Radio. Today, we will speak about the impact of Interactive Radio for Justice programs on our listening groups for the promotion of human rights. Interactive Radio for Justice exists in Goma since September 2009 and has been broadcasting interactive programs on justice, in cooperation with the community radio of Goma, La Colombe. The content of these programs is determined almost exclusively by these listeners, thanks to the format we have chosen: the roaming microphone which allows us to collect the various preoccupations of the population on local and international justice matters and to submit them to relevant authorities for answers, in order to raise the consciousness of everyone, for a better understanding of our obligations and a real implementation of human rights. In order to secure the loyalty of our listeners and to promote a real community debate on justice matters, IRfJ set up listening clubs composed of listeners from various neighbourhoods of the city of Goma. Sarah Katz Lavigne is our impact analyst for Interactive Radio for Justice and explains the reasons behind the setting up of these listening groups.
*
*
*

SKL: First of all, I think that there is a direct impact on members themselves. By listening to these programs, they learn new things; they learn how to access their judicial authorities more easily. They also learn a lot about international justice, which are often new things. This also allows them to teach other members of their communities, to guide them and provide information. So in a way they become ambassadors for positive change in their communities. In fact, we ask all our members whether listening to these programs enables them to contribute positively to their communities. The majority has said that it does, so far. So, this shows that they do not keep their knowledge to themselves but also share it with others.
Journalist: An excellent indicator to measure the efficiency of the programs, listening groups also play an important role in the improvement of programs, the capacity building of its members through collective listening sessions and the dissemination of the preoccupations of the communities to our team. In order to update members of listening groups on the functioning of the judicial system and the applicable procedure, some 40 persons of various ages and profiles visited the High First Instance Court of Goma and the Prosecutor’s Office, where they asked questions and, after being briefed reported on issues of violations to the President of the Tribunal and other Prosecutorial authorities. Let us now hear an excerpt of the explanations provided by the President of the Tribunal, Christian Yuma Bahati, before a religious audience, most of which heard about these legal issues for the very first time.
· I wanted to tell you that justice in our country is composed of two parts. The first is composed of the Prosecutor’s magistrates, and the second is composed of Courts and Tribunals. Here, this is the Tribunal. In Goma, we have a Court of Appeals and we have a High First Instance Court. In Courts and Tribunals, we have judges. They are also magistrates. These compose the two parts I was referring to, the magistrates of Courts and Tribunals and the magistrates at the Prosecutor’s Office. If you commit an office, such as theft, breach of trust, fraud, etc. or if someone stole from you, what can you do? What are the options? You can file a complaint at the Prosecutor’s Office. After being heard, if the Prosecutor finds there was an offence, he will send the case to the Tribunal. The magistrate of the Prosecutor’s Office sends the case to his counterpart at the Tribunal. At the Tribunal, there is a magistrate from the Prosecutor’s Office, who we refer to as the (…inaudible…) magistrate, he always stands when arguing and he is the one who lays out the charges. The second option is to proceed to direct summon, which means that you come straight to the Tribunal and argue your case. You will wonder why go first to the police then? Is it necessary? Yes, it is because the police work directly with the prosecutor.
Journalist: The President of the Tribunal barely finished his explanations when an enthusiastic audience [our listening groups]started asking questions:
· 1st question: We often say that minor children should not be arrested. However, we can see that the police arrest people under 18 years old, handcuff them and beat them almost to death. Can these children complain against police officers?
· 2nd question: In case of conflict between neighbours and one manage to have the other one arrested by the military police, files a complaint before the Prosecutor’s Office, but then the Prosecutor finds out that the complainant was wrong. What will then happen to the complainant?
· 3rd question: For instance, in cases of rape, the law provides for a punishment of 20 years [in prison], but you can see rapists who are detained for only two days. What will happen to them afterwards?
· 4th question: If, for instance, I am 20 years old and I have sexual relations with a 17 years old girl, her family discover it and we settle it amicably, but her father later attempts to have me arrested and imprisoned, what can be said about him?
Journalist: A moment later, the groups went to the Prosecutor’s Office, where the Director of General Services and Seizures responded patiently to a series of questions from a group eager to learn. One of the main points of interest was the law on sexual violence.
· This old man is right, because his daughter is not yet 18 and if both were under 18, the boy would be the one who would have to face justice before a juvenile court. 
Journalist: A 50-year-old woman found this activity very enriching because it allowed her to shed light on some issues, which she had little knowledge about.
· We, poor people, were discouraged because we do not have the means to pay for a lawyer. I would like to thank you because you showed us that even if we don’t have the means we can still contact you in order to be put in touch with a lawyer. At the Tribunal, there are many difficult questions and without help it can be impossible to get by. So I thank you.
*
*
*

Journalist: For Ms. Micheline Amici, coordinator of the listening groups of Buimba and Kulengo, this activity is quite worth her time:
· This visit meant a lot for members of the group because they got to know how our jurisdictions function, met a judicial authority, and got an idea of where to go to find justice.
Journalist: The impact of these listening groups also depends on the seriousness of the recruitment process and its management. Who are the coordinators and what is their profile? We are coming back to Sarah Lavigne:
· Much patience. In Goma we currently have two assistants who coordinate six listening groups, who are always with them, to record their comments for radio programs, to send reports, have them fill in questionnaires. So they work closely with these people. They are very patient. They are also very interested in justice matters, either national or international. They have sometimes studied these topics, and they have some basic computer knowledge in order to be able to send reports, word processing, email, etc. The capacity to work with ordinary people in sometimes difficult settings is an absolute necessity. You cannot do so without it. I have the feeling that our listening groups gain a lot from these programs because they continue to follow the programs, even though we do not remunerate them for that. They especially come because it interests them. It teaches them a lot. The fact that they are still with us after two years shows that the project is interesting to them and that it has a value. I am very happy that these listening groups have felt involved, have learnt new things, they are ready to discuss, they do so openly and ask questions. So I am very happy.






*
*
*


Journalist: You may have understood that through these activities the listening groups also bring to the attention of our judicial authorities some violations and abuse that are committed on the ground and which they do not know about. They also ask them about the role of judicial actors. Furthermore, one cannot ask for the law to apply if you ignore it.






*
*
*


Journalist: This is how we are reaching the end of fifth program, Justice Magazine. This program was produced by Interactive Radio for Justice in cooperation with the Goma-based Colombe Radio, and is also available on the Internet at www.irfj.org. I am Abdon Manengu Bengala and the technical aspect was handled by the engineer Romain Semakuba. Your comments and suggestions are welcome at 081 019 92 76 and 08531 11 945. Ciao!





[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
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