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Host: Hello everyone and it is a great pleasure to meet again for the 19th program of the series Interactive Radio for Justice. As you may know, this program is produced by Interactive Radio for Justice in cooperation as always with the Goma-based La Colombe Radio, and we focus on local and international justice, through your questions addressed to authorities and other resources. Let’s start with the first local question, which concerns the payment of judicial personnel by the Government.
*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: Some time after the appointment after new magistrates we can see that some still have no means of transportation, accommodation. This means that they are easily exposed to corruption. So what can the population expect from them?
Host: Professor Lozolo Bambi, National Justice Minister, responds to this question:
· Thank you very much. These magistrates receive free accommodation. I have been in touch with the Provincial Governor. The Provincial Governor took up his functions. And it is quite an accomplishment for the North Kivu Provincial Government to have managed to provide accommodation to all its newly appointed magistrates so that they can start their career in satisfying working conditions. We know that magistrates in general, as well as other representatives of the civil service, face difficult situations. The government is striving to improve working conditions of magistrates - this is a priority for the state – because without justice nothing will be possible in our country in the future. The biggest challenge for our country’s development is justice. In order to do so, we need magistrates. This is why we, at the government, we managed to appoint 2,000 new magistrates, the first half of which is now operational. These are the ones you are talking about. We have to encourage these magistrates and we will never expose them to corruption. However, we have to realise that, in spite of the difficulties that former and new magistrates face, which are not good, nothing predisposes them to corruption and embezzlement of public funds, nor justifies such acts. We have said that corruption and embezzlement are grave human rights violations, because corruption brings us back to misery and poverty and impacts economic and social rights of the population. When the state’s money is squandered, national wealth decreases, salaries cannot be paid and the population is unhappy. So, in one word, we are supporting magistrates. The Provincial government joined forces with the central government in order to encourage these young magistrates, who have had the courage to take these functions, so the government is doing a lot of efforts to improve their situation. And in the next few days I think you will not fail to notice that what we’re saying is true. This is why we are here. We have already talked with a number of them to try to address the issues that still preoccupy them and we think we’re on the right track. So you have to trust them. Tomorrow will be a better day and we will celebrate justice.
Host: The second question of the program concerns sexual violence:
· 2nd interviewee: After being raped, some victims refuse to disclose the name of the offender, often by fear of retaliation from the latter. Can relatives of the victim bring the offender to justice?
Host: Charles Kalwawale, workshop master at the Law School of the Great Lakes Free University in Goma, responds to this question:
· Relatives of the victim are also concerned, but not at the same level as those who are directly involved in a specific act of sexual violence. Therefore, we can say that members of the family of the victim, or even members of the family of the perpetrator who may think that one of their relatives committed a reprehensible act, are also concerned. Also, the rest of the population or anyone who witnessed a specific act of sexual violence can also denounce such act, because the idea is to put an end to this plague and we can only do so if anyone who witnesses such act comes to denounce it before relevant authorities. Acts of sexual violence are offences under the law and the state is therefore concerned. In fact it is provided in the law of 20 July 2006, which was published in the Official Journal of August 2006, which entered into force. By voting this law, the state recognised the existence of this plague and regulated its punishment. So if the state is concerned, then it is at the forefront of this issue. Otherwise, if the state left acts of sexual violence being perpetrated without prosecuting them, there would be complete chaos on the national territory. Therefore, the state is also concerned by this matter. Of course, legal personalities are also concerned, organisations and NGOs working on human rights are also concerned. For instance, they try to take victims under their wing. So, as I said earlier, the entire society is concerned.
Host: The next question concerns land disputes and the type of judicial support available within the Province.
· 3rd interviewee: Here in the Province, as well as everywhere else in the country I think, land disputes are prevalent. The population is wondering whether there isn’t a law that regulates the distribution of the land, and the population also wonders whether anyone in the province has the right to overturn a decision of the supreme court of justice.
Host: For this question, we are coming back to the Minister of Justice:
· The most important thing is that problems arising at the justice level in the North Kivu Province, as well as in many other Provinces, mainly concern land disputes, even in Kinshasa. Currently, 80% of judicial conflicts concern land disputes. You have to understand that these conflicts impact the fundamental rights of the human being, therefore these conflicts can become passionate and which can lead to serious social troubles if the justice system does not know how to handle them. What can we say? My colleague of the land register and I have addressed this issue along the following principle: Land registers and land titles administrators – and I am calling on to magistrates and the Prosecutor’s Office – are used to assign and divide plots of land without justification. In the name of our zero tolerance policy, these elements must be arrested and thrown in jail, because they are the root cause of serious social troubles. Furthermore, decisions rendered by provincial jurisdictions, the highest of which is the Court of Appeals, can only be overturned by the Supreme Court of Justice. You cannot overturn a decision of the Supreme Court of Justice because it is the supreme jurisdiction. However, the Supreme Court can overturn any decision taken by provincial jurisdictions. So, what I mean to say is that the justice system must provide better protections to the rights of citizens, especially concerning land rights. We are taking into account the information you are giving us, we will discuss it with provincial authorities and we think that in the days to come, the justice system will take position with regard to land disputes.
Host: We will now close the first part of the program dedicated to local justice with this question:
· 4th interviewee: What is the cause behind the prevalence of sexual violence in spite of the law punishing these offences?
Host: Charles Kalwawale, workshop master at the Law School of the Great Lakes Free University of Goma, responds:
· In fact, when the law, when the legislator provides that a specific behaviour constitutes an offence, it is because it goes against societal norms. In criminology, we say that crimes are born with humanity and will only disappear with humanity. The law, punishments and other reactions against such behaviours are here to reduce criminality rates. Therefore, the law itself is not enough to completely eradicate acts of sexual violence. We also have the duty, as members of this society, to denounce these acts of sexual violence. Sometimes, such acts are committed everyday but nobody brings them to the attention of the judicial system in order to have the perpetrator punished. A person can be punished (…inaudible…) so that he does not repeat such acts in the future. Therefore, we have to act in order to prevent impunity, so that when the act is known we bring it to the knowledge of the relevant authority.
Host: We will soon move on to the second part of the program, dedicated to international justice. But before that, let’s listen to this beautiful song:
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Host: We will now address international questions and we are starting with the first question, concerning the trial of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, in The Hague:
· 5th interviewee: Why is the trial of Jean-Pierre Bemba always interrupted?
Host: Pascal Turlan, Adviser at the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, answers:
· So I do not know whether we can talk of interruptions. The trial of Jean Pierre Bemba is following its course, which is normal before any judicial institution. This is a trial with witnesses who travel, with adjournments ordered for practical, logistical, administrative reasons, such as availability of courtrooms, or which arise due to the need to protect certain witnesses, or which are directly requested by the Defence of Jean-Pierre Bemba himself, because he appeals specific issues or requests additional time to address specific questions. So this judicial procedure follows its normal course, and has nothing to do with the Congolese political calendar, it is entirely separate and independent and it is therefore unfolding in a completely normal manner.
Host: The last question of the program concerns the participation of the US Government in the stabilisation of the Democratic Republic of Congo:
· 6th interviewee: What type of the support did the US Government provide the Congolese government in its fight against LRA?
Host: Stephen Rapp, US Ambassador at Large for War Crimes:
· Right now the government is assisting in efforts for security. Mr. Kony and others are still a threat to the DRC and CAR populations, as well as to those in South Sudan. For this reason, it is absolutely necessary to arrest him. We have provided funds to assist efforts deployed by Ugandan forces and MONUSCO. 
Host: We have asked Stephen Rapp to introduce himself, and he was glad to do so:

· I am US Ambassador at Large for War Crimes. I became Ambassador in 2009, after 9 years of service in Africa, as an international prosecutor, including 6 years in Arusha in Tanzania, as lead attorney and Chief of Prosecution at the ICTR, and then Chief Prosecutor of the SCSL in Freetown and in the Charles Taylor trial.
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Host: So here is the end of our program, Thank you for listening to it. Your questions and suggestions are welcome at 081 019 92 76 and at 085 31 11 945. In the name of the entire Interactive Radio for Justice team, Abdon Manengu, who was presenting, and the sound engineer, Romain Semakuba, tell you goodbye and recommend you to follow this program on the Internet at www.irfj.org.   
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

