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Journalist: Hello everyone. This is your program, Justice Magazine. Thank you for joining us, and welcome. Justice Magazine is produced by Interactive Radio for Justice, in cooperation with the Goma-based Colombe Radio. This program allows you to stay updated on justice and human rights matters in the North Kivu region. Today, we will focus our attention on International Women’s Day, on this day of 8 March, in the capital of the Province.
*
*
*

Journalist: For a while now in Goma, every 8th of March, the city becomes effervescent. This day has been declared a paid official holiday. The streets are filled with music and swarm with women dressed-up with African kangas, carrying banners demanding gender equality and equal access to justice. What does this day represent exactly for women? Does it actually mean anything for Congolese women? Ms. Jeannette Tchizungu, from EFIM, the Indigenous Women and Housewives Partnership, responds:
· The 8th of March is a necessary day because on that day many women gather up throughout North Kivu, in order to assess, discuss, plan and evaluate the situation in North Kivu, to determine which activities women can lead, either to sensitize or advocate to find solutions to the problems we are facing in North Kivu. Yes, I can say that women in North Kivu experience discrimination. I can give you a specific example. We conducted investigations in all administrations and offices of North Kivu, in schools and institutes, and in hotels, in order to ascertain how many women hold managerial posts. We found that over 100%, only 22 women held managerial positions. So we can conclude that women face discrimination. But in spite of this discrimination, women keep fighting in order to show their worth, because North Kivu women are tough. Despite rampant discrimination, they manage to distinguish themselves, either through activities or projects they lead, so that peace can be restored in North Kivu.
Journalist: If Ms. Jeanette considers this day to be an ideal setting for women to put in place women’s development programs, it is also an opportunity for women to become conscious of their rights and claim them. This is the position of Me. Corneille Semakuba, admitted to the Court of Appeals of Goma:
· Yes, we think that International Women’s Day, on 8 March, allows Congolese women to blossom and to show what they are capable of, especially more so as we are working to improve women’s condition in our country. This day allows women to express themselves in the media, through demonstrations, but also by impressing on the public conscience, by showing what they are capable of. Also, it allows us to put forward certain issues in the public domain. Our Constitution promotes parity, but this parity cannot be achieved if these women do not have a voice and do not have any dignity. Aside from that, we also consider this day necessary because, as you know, in eastern DRC, sexual violence is prevalent. This day allows women to protest and show what they often fall victim of. They are often victim of sexual violence in eastern DRC. So that’s what I think this day is for. It allows women to show what they are capable of but also to protest against the violence they are subject to, either because of armed groups, in their own households or even at work. We have to respect our Constitution, which promotes parity, which is a concept that has not yet been implemented as it should be. This is what I think this day is for.
Journalist: International Women’s Day should also be an opportunity for Congolese leaders to adopt just and fair laws promoting gender equality, as Ms. Sebagenzi, Marie-Therese, Chief of the Provincial Division for Gender and Children, declared in her 8 March speech on ONC square in front of many government and humanitarian officials invited specifically for the occasion:
· If all women, who are the pride of our gender, continue to be bullied by segregationist customs and laws, how can they put their skills at the service of their country? International Women’s Day, which we are celebrating today, and more specifically on the theme of women’s participation in education, training, science, technology, and the promotion of equality of access to jobs, is an important mission. This is at the international level. Equal access of men, women, boys and girls to trainings, equal access to jobs, to move towards parity in Congo, should be considered on this day of reflection in order to propose more equal laws, and implementing legislation which would take into account people without gender-based distinctions, in order to give everyone the same access to education and access to jobs, in order to live in a better world. Therefore, despite the fact that the Constitution of the Democratic of Congo recognises the principle of parity as a constitutional right, the reality on the ground leaves us ambivalent, especially if you pay attention to the constant inequalities that prevail everywhere, be it in the appointments of high-level posts in the government or other administrative and political structures.
Journalist: It is good to denounce instances where the law is not applied. However, if discrimination exists, is it because women have remained passive, or is it because Congolese male politicians act in bad faith. Ms. Gorette, coordinator of AFEDEC, the Women’s Association for Community Development, and former president of the Provincial Commission for the Fight against Sexual Violence, considers that women are active and that international organisations should focus the grants they receive from various donors on the promotion of women’s rights by local NGOs, who have a better understanding of the realities on the ground, rather than to finance and implement field activities themselves.
· Women are discriminated against. Yes, women used to be discriminated against; they were not recognised as a person who could defend themselves or defend their rights. But now, women can defend their rights, they can study, they can become lawyers or anything they want. Women keep being raped every day. The reason I can confirm there is a real market is because there is a reality to deal with on the ground. These NGOs should let local NGOs handle these matters, because they have the experience and they know very well what is happening on the ground and within the country. But when they come, they take over the whole lot. So you see that local NGOs are marginalised too. I don’t want women to get discouraged. They have to hold on, they have to have a lot of courage because they know that tomorrow will be better. With a lot of courage we will manage to achieve something. Even if we are marginalised, one way or another, one day, we will be understood.
Journalist: Me. Corneille Semakuba does not completely share this position and considers that women became conscious quite late. Less active today, he also denounces the bad faith of politicians:
· We can say that women are passive because sometimes they do not really fight for their rights. But also, this awareness-raising process happened a bit late. Today, there aren’t enough women who studied, so we have to find more women who want to study, even up to university, so that they can access to jobs. I think that very few women go to school and actually make it to university level. Also, at the level of primary and secondary levels, there is some awareness; many girls do go to school. Regarding jobs, there are two positions. Some women cannot get jobs because of bad politics within organisations, which prevent women from getting jobs. But, the educated ones are still too few to achieve complete parity.
Journalist: If speeches and ceremonies of this day easily reached women in urban areas, the same cannot be said for rural women, whose education level remains a handicap on many levels, thereby preventing them from ever accessing posts with responsibilities that could help them secure their future and break the cycle they live in and become financially independent from men. Some organisations did set up community projects in rural areas, such as Ms. Odette Boudari, coordinator of SYFRNA, Women’s Partnership for National Reconstruction, explains:
· I am President of the SYFRNA organisation. We promote peace and peaceful cohabitation, so we sensitize women on solidarity and peace by gathering them in solidarity groups that allow us to identify them and guide them in income-generating activities, such as cattle-raising, agriculture and transformation of agricultural products. We do all this in order to teach women how to be in charge of their own lives, but most importantly to defend their rights and interests.
Journalist: Important steps have been accomplished in order to bring women up to speed with men. But much remains to be done on either side: on the political side, as well as among women, so that parity can be achieved in our society. Some support the idea that rights must be earned, which is a disputable position. But one thing is for sure: women are the first actors in the transformation of their destiny.





*
*
*


Journalist: Here comes the end of our program, Justice Magazine. This program, produced by Interactive Radio for Justice in cooperation with the Goma-based Colombe Radio, is also available on the Internet at www.irfj.org. Your comments and suggestions are welcome on 081-019-92-76 and 085-31-11-945. The engineer Romain Semakuba, in charge of the technical production, and Abdon Manengu, your host, wish you well and hope to hear from you soon. 
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
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