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Host: Hello everyone and welcome to your regular program, in the series Interactive Radio for Justice. This program is a production of Interactive Radio for Justice, in cooperation with the Goma-based La Colombe Radio. You will hear questions on justice matters in the North Kivu Province and at the international level, which, in a nutshell, is what our weekly program is about! For this eighteenth program, we will dedicate the first part to questions addressed by the listening group of Interactive Radio for Justice to the President of the High First Instance Court of Goma, Mr. Christian Yuma, and to the Director of Litigation Services of the Prosecutor’s Office. These were asked during their visits respectively at the High First Instance Court and the Prosecutor’s Office in Goma.
*
*
*

Host: As promised, here is the first local question, concerning the responsibilities and the leniency of the judicial system:
· 1st interviewee: It is true that a child cannot be arrested. But what does the law provide for if the child of a poor person breaks the windshield of someone else’s car and the parent is not in a position to pay for the repair?
Host: Christian Yuma, President of the High First Instance Court of Goma, gives a response to this question:
· If the parent cannot pay today, they will have resources tomorrow. They are therefore condemned to pay damages by a civil court. This means that parents remain civilly liable for the acts of their children. It is a sentence because the law provides that all damage must be compensated. If the damage is not compensated today, it can always be compensated later, because justice never dies. Similarly, once over 18, the child can personally be held liable for the damage. Today, he may have no resources, but tomorrow he might, as long as the statute of limitation has not run out. I think that answers the question.
Host: The second question of the program:
· 2nd interviewee: What is the mandate of the High First Instance Court of Goma?
Host: For this question, let us hear again from the President of the High First Instance Court of Goma:
· The Tribunal is mandated to settle disputes in accordance with the law. For instance, you can accuse someone of theft and before the tribunal you will be asked to elaborate in what way you were victim of theft. You will therefore have to prove, for instance, that the door was broken and that a VCR or a radio were subsequently stolen. Then the Tribunal will verify the facts on the ground. The facts may be confirmed or there may be some doubt. The Tribunal will conduct the investigation in order to resolve this conflict. If there is a problem at the neighbourhood level, it has to be brought before the judge so that he can resolve it.
Host: The next question concerns irregularities of procedure before judicial institutions:
· 3rd interviewee: What does the law provide for in case a victim does not show up in court but the accused is present?
Host: The answer is provided by the Director of Litigation Services of the Prosecutor’s Office:
· So, when a victim only comes once and then never reappears during trial, we can consider that they are no longer interested in the case and that it no longer needs to be processed. In that case, we notify the magistrate that the case can be dismissed.
Host: The last local question concerns abuses committed by police officers during arrests:
· 4th interviewee: Why some police station torture detainees, whereas there are specific jails designed to perform such tasks?
Host: The response is provided by the Director of Litigation Services of the Prosecutor’s Office in Goma:
· The law forbids the beating of detainees. It qualifies as torture. The Congo is one of the signatories of the Convention on the Abolition of Torture. Therefore, when someone is being beaten up, he has to report it to the Prosecutor who has jurisdiction over all OPJs, given that all of them take their oath before him. He even has the capacity to cancel this oath and transfer their case before the Auditorat to be tried for torture. 
Host: Some people are of the opinion that without music, the world would be an ordeal. It is therefore recommended to listen to music from time to time, which is what I am suggesting right now, before continuing with the international part of the program.
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Song
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Host: Thank you for this nice song and now let’s hear the first question on international justice:
· 5th interviewee: Why do we detain sitting presidents? Is this not a trigger for war?
Host: The response is provided by Pascal Turlan, Adviser at the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court:
· In reality, what you have to remember is that in Darfur, 2.5 million people are dying of a slow death. In camps in Darfur, people are dying everyday. The evidence collected by the Prosecutor’s Office proves, according to us, that the Sudanese President, Mr. El Bashir, transformed Darfur in a crime scene. The judges of the International Criminal Court, on the basis of evidence we presented to them, decided that there were reasonable grounds to believe that what was taking place in Darfur constituted war crimes and a genocide. It is on this basis that they issued an arrest warrant against Mr. El Bashir. He is a fugitive, regardless of whether he is a sitting president, the Office of the Prosecutor considers him a criminal, a fugitive, and the international community owes it to his victims to have him arrested before the end of his mandate. Through this arrest warrant, the International Criminal Court can contribute to efforts for peace in Darfur and for the protection of civilian population and the fight against impunity. 
Host: The last question of the program concerns the procedures applicable before the International Criminal Court:

· 6th interviewee: Can a detainee who is not satisfied with a judgment of the ICC lodge an appeal before another court?
Host: Silvana Arbia, Registrar of the International Criminal Court provides explanations on this topic:
· Here, of course, because it is a court, there is always the possibility to appeal a decision of judges of the first instance. This is a guarantee, which is part of the judicial system of the Court. We cannot be satisfied with only a first instance level; there must always be the possibility of appealing these decisions before the Appeals Chamber of the Court, not any other court. Therefore, this appeal is possible, but this must be done before Appeals Judges of the ICC.
*
*
*

Host: On this note, we are wrapping up our 18th program of the series Interactive Radio for Justice. Thank you for having listened to us, and for all your preoccupations, questions and suggestions. We remain available at 081 019 92 76 and at 085 31 11 945. You can also find this program on the Internet on www.irfj.org. In the name of Interactive Radio for Justice and Colombe Radio, Abdon Manengu, who was presenting, and the engineer, Romain Semakuba, tell you goodbye.  
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

