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Journalist: Dear listeners of Justice Magazine, this is our sixteenth program, which focuses on themes such as human rights violations and the problems faced by the population to access justice. A Congolese saying, according to which “Everyone is presumed to know the law” will be the main focus of today’s program. Both victims and perpetrators often ignore the laws applicable in this country. The population is, if we can say so, a little ignorant. Is the blame to be placed on the Government, the justice system, schools? Who is responsible for this unfortunate state of affairs? In order to shed some light on this issue, we will listen to the opinions of the director of the Bosomi school in Bunia, and some of his students, to the President of the civil society, Jean-Bosco Lalo, and to Mr. Jean-Claude Obenduss, first deputy Prosecutor.  I am Dydyine Uweka and I am presenting this program with the technical assistance of Martin Wanichan. Before getting started, let us listen to this role-play produced by the hosts of Canal Revelation Radio.  
*
*
*

· [1st Police officer] Hey you, I am arresting you!
· [1st Young woman] Are you kidding? Why are you arresting me?

· [1st Police officer] I am just arresting you. For the rest, you will know what you need to know at the station. Follow me!

· [2nd Young woman] What!? Such an arbitrary arrest, sir. Why are you taking her like that?

· [1st Police Officer] I can arrest you too. Don’t joke around. We are the State! Even the President listens to us!

· [1st Young woman] I do not really know why I have been arrested. Why, oh God?

*
*
*

· [1st Young woman] Ok I will pursue this matter. Why does nothing function in this country?!
· [Police] Miss, why do you refuse to marry Gengele? You need a man. What is with you? This businessman is known all over Bunia and everywhere else. So speak! You have to accept him!
· [1st Young woman] Ah, so this is why I have been arrested? This man must have swallowed the money of Gengele, and all of this just to have me. What a cursed country! Papa, I am not required to marry this man. I am young and I will find the right man, but not him.

· [Police] You refuse Gengele! Ok, you will stay here in prison and suffer until you choose to accept him.

· [2nd Police officer] But my dear, you know you are wrong. This girl ignores the law, otherwise she would have gone to a higher jurisdiction and things would turn against you.
· [1st Police Officer] No, here in our collectivity, women do not know anything. They have not studied and their brothers have no money. The boss, Gengele, has a lot of money. So I have to take advantage of that, I have to do everything for that.

· [2nd Police Officer] Ah, brother, this is what you think? Someday, the tribunal will come down here and we will all be arrested.

*
*
*

· [Sister of the young woman] You see now, thanks to the judgment rendered in our village concerning cases of murders and rapes, the Tribunal also ruled on the Gengele case.

· [Young men] Is that so!?

· [Sister of the young woman] Yes, I learnt how to read when I worked with the sisters. I raised my complaint in court and the President of the Tribunal looked at me, so I spoke about the arrest of my sister so they ruled that the ignorance of the law causes us to be taken advantage of. The law punishes such abuses.
· [Young men] Where is this judge of our collectivity?

· [Sister of the young woman] In Bunia. He has to appear before court. Apparently, my sister was raped while in detention by this very judge, the one who heard her case.

· [Young men] Oh my God, everyone is presumed to know the law, but in fact, we have to learn it, otherwise we will all be arbitrarily arrested, without any defence.
*
*
*
Journalist: The primary school of Bosomi is on Ituri avenue, near the great bridge at the entrance of Bunia city. There are about 100 permanent students and about 10 teachers. Bosomi school is directed by Mr. Leopold Detchuvi who’s been teaching civil education to pupils for many years. They have in fact learnt a few laws of the country. The director also talks about other challenges the future generation will face considering the current atmosphere that prevails in our country, the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Journalist: We often speak of the laws of our country, according to which everyone is presumed to know the law. I do not know if, in schools, you offer classes on the laws of the country, maybe a class on life education or civic education?
· We do teach such classes to children, but children have a hard time understanding what the law is.

Journalist: Why do they not understand?

· The law, well precisely, the law is not something that is palpable. When we teach them about the law, we notice that in practice things are very different. For instance, it sometimes happens that a victim becomes the culprit. The one who got stabbed with a knife is seeking justice but he now becomes the suspect. 
Journalist: Don’t you think it is important to first teach this class, the laws of our country, to children at a very early age, from primary school, or in secondary school, or should we just let the justice system or the government do this?

· The law has existed for a long time. Even during colonial times, before our country reached independence, the law existed. We always spoke about the law but we never really implemented it. This is what we see in practice. On the ground, we attach no importance to the law because it seems we consider that the population is naïve.
Journalist: Do you think it is worth providing these classes or should it stop?

· I don’t think we should stop because maybe things will change in the future, but for now we do not see any practical effect.

Journalist: So what do you think can be done at school? Should programs be rewritten or should such classes be supported by some didactic material?

· We provide these classes in schools but only in a formal manner and when they grow up they do the exact opposite to what we taught them.

Journalist: But I think that you should be optimistic. Maybe they will not do the opposite; maybe they will follow the law.
· I can be optimistic but there is the reality in which they live, children imitate their parents. Children also imitate grown-ups. They see that and as long as they are not held responsible, they do the same.  The advice I can give, not necessarily to the authorities, but at least to grown-ups, we have to show the example in front of children, so that children imitate us, as I said earlier.
Journalist: At the country level?

· At the country level, yes it depends on administrative authorities.

Journalist: These two students from his school do know some of the basic laws, but did they learn about them at school, on the radio, the TV, or during sensitisation campaigns? No-one knows. 
· I am studying at the Bosomi school. It is forbidden, in our country, to kill someone and to commit rape. Because we have to save the country.
· My name is Etodge. We must not kill, even without much violence. Otherwise you get arrested.
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Journalist: For Jean-Bosco Lalo, the principle according to which everyone is presumed to know the law is suffering. Either in cities or in villages, the law is not well known. According to him, whichever the body of law regulating a society, these laws should reach the concerned persons:
· In fact, it is not only in villages that people do not know the law. In cities, people also ignore the law. We also know quite well that law schools train jurists for five years, after which they become jurists, but even at this stage, they also don’t know the law perfectly. The law is the body of texts that regulates a society. So, this principle is a good principle, but in practice the legislator is not only supposed to make laws, he must also broadcast them. He must make efforts for the law to reach those who are concerned by the law. Because the law regulates the entire society but some laws only regulate categories of people. Therefore, the law must be popularised. Concretely, what we see is that our government is not doing anything for the law to reach everyone. Or, if efforts are made, they are so little that it represents nothing in comparison to the need. Therefore, if we speak in terms of percentage, over 100% of efforts necessary for the law to reach the population, maybe only 1% is done. 1% is what is published in the official journal. Because all laws must be published in the official journal. The Official journal is supposed to be broadcast. The state must ensure this broadcast, and not only to disseminate the text as adopted, because often laws are promulgated in French, but in Congo we have other recognised languages, languages in which children are being taught, therefore these texts should also be translated in these various languages so that they may be more accessible to the population. But this is not being done. We have seen that the Constitution has barely been translated into Swahili. So, we are saying that this principle is true but it suffers.

Journalist: Mr. Coordinator, what should be done for these laws to not suffer?
· In fact, the civil society is the partner of the government. In that department, what the government cannot do, we can assist them. In order to assist them, we need resources, but NGOs often lack the means to conduct their operations. Therefore, you will agree that the result is that only a few laws are being popularised. For instance, we have received financial support in relation to the law on sexual violence. This law was popularised because a grant donor considered it was important. Otherwise, these laws, these texts would have remained hidden, kept secret and it would have been applied to a population that ignores it entirely. There are laws, such as laws on torture. Sometimes, […inaudible…] are popularised, but not quite enough because they also lack the material resources to do so. But the state, through its structure, which runs from its summit to the base at the locality level, would do a better job. Unfortunately, the government isn’t doing so.
Journalist: Jean-Claude Obenduss, first deputy Prosecutor, is clear about this. Magistrates make use the laws, but do not popularise them. This mission must be handled by other institutions:
· Everyone is presumed to know the law, which is a principle of our law. It means that no Congolese can say that he does not know any law. But all laws should be popularised in order for this principle to be applicable to all. But it is not the duty of the magistrate to popularise laws. The State or the government should do so through other institutions or organisations that could assist the state in popularising laws. However, the magistrate’s role is to pronounce the law. We apply the law, but it is not our duty to popularise the law. However, through programs such as these, we can always assist our population in knowing the laws of our country better. So journalists, the radio and the media, and NGOs should assist the population in knowing all these laws.
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Host: It is with these last words from Jean-Claude Obendus, first deputy Prosecutor that we are reaching the end of this program, which allowed us to better grasp the principle according to which everyone is presumed to know the law. You also heard Me. Jean-Bosco Lalo, lawyer and coordinator of the civil society in Bunia. Finally, you also heard the director of the primary school of Bosomi, Mr. Detchuvi Leopold. This program, which is broadcast on Tuesdays at 7pm on Sundays at 7:15am on the waves of Canal Revelation Radio, was presented to you by Dydyine Uweka, and produced by Martin Wanechan. Your suggestions are always welcome on our waves. Till next time.
*
*
*
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