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Host: Welcome dear listeners of Zeleda Radio. This is the first Interactive Radio for Justice program, wherein the Obo population has the opportunity to ask questions and express their concerns regarding justice matters. Journalists of Zeleda Radio go in the field every month to record your preoccupations and questions. We then try to find the authorities in charge of addressing your concerns, whether they concern local, national or international issues. Your questions are always welcome. We seek diversity concerning justice matters. We seek to establish a reality where the law is well understood and respected for all of our sake. In this first program we have the chance to be speaking to an officer of the International Criminal Court, but we will also talk with local authorities in our second program. Let us know listen to the first question from an inhabitant of Obo to International Criminal Court officials. 
*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: Can you explain to us what the ICC is?
Host: For this first question, let us listen to Mr. Pascal Turlan, Adviser at the International Criminal Court, at the Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC:
· So, the ICC is the International Criminal Court. It is the first permanent criminal court, which is mandated to prosecute individuals for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide committed after 1 July 2002. This Court only has jurisdiction over the 120 state parties, or over citizens of these countries who would commit crimes elsewhere, except when the Security Council of the United Nations refers a situation from anywhere in the world before the Court, such as it did for Libya yesterday for instance. The International Criminal Court has been investigating crimes in Central African Republic since May 2007, as well as crimes committed by the Lord’s Resistance Army since July 2004. Its purpose is to issue arrest warrants to have the perpetrators of these crimes arrested either on the territory of the Central African Republic, or, concerning the Lord’s Resistance Army, elsewhere, and to try them and ultimately punish or acquit them.
Host: Here is the second question from an inhabitant of Obo:
· 2nd interviewee: The ICC issued arrest warrants against the LRA in 2005. How has the ICC, after six years, not yet been able to arrest them?
Host: We will continue to listen to Mr. Pascal Turlan throughout our program on the ICC:
· So, when the ICC issues arrest warrants it is up to the national authorities of the concerned states to arrest the persons [subject to these warrants]. The Criminal Court does not have its own army or police force; it must therefore rely on national authorities to enforce arrests. Until today, it has not been possible for national authorities either in Uganda, South Sudan, Central African Republic, or Democratic Republic of Congo, it hasn’t been possible for them to arrest Joseph Kony. Joseph Kony has been moving around for years. He moves from country to country, passes borders constantly and remains in zones that are difficult to access, zones surrounded by forests and mountains, and he is surrounded by armed men. So the forces of these countries have not yet managed to arrest him or the other persons subject to arrest warrants.
Host: We will now listen to a nice song, An Easy World, which talks about our beautiful country, CAR. We have to be jealous of our country and its wealth.
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Host: We will now pursue with the third question:
· 3rd interviewee: So now Joseph Kony is being prosecuted. If he is arrested, will the Court prosecute him on the basis of crimes committed by his men in Central African Republic, and more specifically here in Obo?
Host: Mr. Pascal Turlan provides the answer:
· The main purpose of the Criminal Court today is to put an end to the crimes committed by the Lord’s Resistance Army and which continue to be committed. As you said, arrest warrants were issued in 2005, and they have not yet been executed. Members of the Lord’s Resistance Army continue to commit crimes to date. So the first step is to arrest them. Too much time has been wasted and the reason they continue to commit crimes today is that the persons against whom arrest warrants have been issued are still at large. So our first priority is to arrest him, to arrest Joseph Kony and to arrest the other leaders of the Lord’s Resistance Army. We will then decide, once a trial starts and the suspects are arrested, whether it is appropriate to modify or amend the charges against Joseph Kony and the others. We continue to monitor the situation on the territories across which Joseph and the other leaders of the Lord’s Resistance Army travel. We continue to collect information on the crimes they have been committing since the issuance of the arrest warrants. The crimes they are still committing today are taken very seriously and fall within our jurisdiction and we will make sure that we determine whether the charges against Joseph Kony and the others leaders must be amended, once their arrest is secured.
Host: And now comes the last question, from an inhabitant of Obo:
· 4th interviewee: I would like to ask a small question concerning the trial of Jean-Pierre Bemba. The Trial of Jean-Pierre Bemba, for crimes committed in Bangui, just started at the International Criminal Court. How is it possible that the Court has not sent any of its representatives to conduct investigations in Obo?
Host: Let’s hear your answer, Mr. Pascal Turlan:
· The trial against Jean-Pierre Bemba indeed started last November and concerns crimes committed in 2002-2003. Most of the investigative missions conducted by the Prosecutor in the case of Jean-Pierre Bemba are now completed. They took place in Bangui, in the surroundings of Bangui and beyond. We will evaluate, after the trial that is currently ongoing against Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba, we will then evaluate whether it is worth conducting additional investigations and to prosecute other people on the territory of the Central African Republic, such as in Obo for instance.
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Host: This is now the end of our program. What do you, the population of Obo, think of this program? Do you have questions for local, national and international authorities? If so, please contact us at the following address: 72-79-90-98 or come to the station, and we will do our best to mediate between yourselves and the authorities. I am Gabriel […inaudible…], your journalist. Thank you, and till next time, goodbye! 
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

