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Host: We are delighted to know so many of you are listening to our program - your program - Interactive Radio for Justice. Today, we will listen to concerns expressed by listeners of Bambu. Bambu is located approximately 45 Kilometres North-West of Bunia. We also received a question from a member of the listening club of Bahiana, a locality that is approximately 20 Kilometres West of Bunia. Finally, we recorded the concerns of the listeners of Bunia, including questions addressed to the Deputy Special Representative for the Secretary General in Congo, during his visit in Ituri at the beginning of February. A listener of Bunia wants to know why do policemen carry war weapons, which is not common in other countries. It is with this question that we will start the program:
*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: Why do our policemen carry war weapons whereas they are technically not supposed to fight? Can’t they just carry small guns and leave war weapons to the military?
· My name is Colonel Bideko Juvenal, District Commander of the National Congolese Police in Ituri. I will tell you that the police have several missions. There are ordinary missions and there are extraordinary missions, and then there are special missions. Some missions cannot be carried out without weapons, such a patrols. Do you want the police to fight armed criminals with their bear hands? How will they arrest them? Criminals carry war weapons. Policemen cannot fight them with small guns, with small calibre weapons. The calibre of each weapon differs. And we fight criminals depending on the weapons they themselves carry. So, war weapons are used in some missions, and GP
 weapons are used in other missions. A reform of the National Congolese Police intends to regulate all this. We are transitioning towards a purely civilian police, where war weapons will no longer be used. But there will still be a specialised unit of the police, which will be in charge of carrying out patrols with weapons. Territorial policemen will then carry no weapons, they will be like civilians.
· 2nd interviewee: Young women who engage in prostitution are never arrested at night. Only men who fail to carry they ID are arrested. What does the law provide for on this matter?
· Nobody is above the law. In fact, in Congo, we have had a hard time establishing statistics in terms of criminality, because we have never managed to collect information on the number of prostitutes. This practice does not even constitute an offence. However, when acts against the law are committed by these women, we arrest them on those grounds, just like we arrest men. You will see that when women are found fighting in bars and nightclubs, we bring them to the police station and then transfer their case to the Prosecutor’s Office. Men and women are equal before the law and we treat them all equally.
·  3rd interviewee: Concerning our prison here in Bunia, you will never see anyone who has money behind bars, but only poor people. Why is that so?
· I am the first deputy Prosecutor, Jean-Claude Nduss. I am the interim Prosecutor because the Prosecutor is on leave. First of all, I think that those who have some money do commit fewer offences. Then, if they do commit offences, I think they do benefit from legal prerogatives. The law provides that when someone is arrested, they can request and be granted provisional release in exchange for bail. So I imagine that these people meet the necessary conditions to be granted provisional release. Among those who are in prison, some do not have sufficient means to be granted provisional release, or they have committed such grave offences that they cannot have the option of provisional release.
· 4th interviewee: What does the law provide for when a mad person kills a normal person?
· Loosing one’s mind renders a person non liable, which means when a mad person commits an offence, they cannot be prosecuted for it because they are not mentally fit to be prosecuted. They cannot think rationally or realise the gravity of their acts. So we will not arrest him but we could place him in re-education centres, but of course those do not exist here. But we cannot put him in prison with other people.
· 5th interviewee: In developed countries there is a tendency to abolish the death penalty. However, in our country, this has not yet been implemented. What can we do in such a transitional period where some laws provide for punishment by death but these are not actually enforced?
· It is true that the current tendency, in many countries, has been to abolish the death penalty. However, our country maintains the death penalty. It is enforceable. In fact, the Parliament recently voted a law maintaining the death penalty into effect. Therefore, our jurisdictions will continue to impose this sentence and the death penalty will continue to be enforced.
Host: We addressed the same question to the Military Auditorat of Bunia:

· My name is Jean-Maurice Lianza. I am a magistrate and have the grade of Major, Auditor of the Military Garrison Court of Ituri. There are two tendencies in the world today. The abolitionist movement, which is composed of people who think that the death penalty is a degrading and humiliating sentence; that societies are composed of men, who cannot claim the right to remove one’s life. It is a fundamental right, which only God can claim. Then there is the movement in favour of maintaining the death penalty as one of the punishment for crimes. This argument relies on the danger inherent to certain persons who resist rehabilitation and reintegration.

Host: We will now take a small break and offer you this song The War is Over,
 from the band East Song of Bunia. This song is produced in the framework of this project, Interactive Radio for Justice. What we can remember from this song is that young people are asking themselves why we, the Congolese in general and Iturians in particular, have to kill each other. Their message is that we should wake up and realise that we have to build our Africa together.
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Host: We are continuing with our program, Interactive Radio for Justice. Let us listen to another question, addressed to the Auditor of the Military Garrison Court for Ituri, Major-Magistrate Maurice Lianza:
· 5th interviewee: When an armed man comes to harass you or threaten you at your home and that, in an act of self-defence, you kill him, how do you consider such cases?

· If you are victim of an offence, you have to file a complaint, not do justice yourself. But there are cases, provided for in the law, where self-defence is authorised, such that you can oppose resistance to an aggression in order to avoid being harmed. However, when death results, all these situations are carefully examined by the relevant jurisdictions, even when the dead person is the original offender. He or she now became the victim and the original victim becomes the suspect. Therefore, the law must be applied, the conditions of self-defence must be verifiable, such as whether the threat against the person who committed the act of self-defence was real, whether the threat was so great and the person under threat could not reasonably make an escape, and whether the means used by the person under threat were proportionate to the means used by the offender, even if the offender had a weapon – such as military elements, who always carry weapons. But what if on that day he was not armed and came to your house to steal from you, rape you or anything else, and you can in fact retaliate and control him but end up going beyond and killing him, then it constitutes a criminal act on your part. Therefore, we must be able to assess the conditions in which you found yourself at the time. So what we can advise you is to remain within the bounds of self-defence, limit yourself to neutralising your opponent in order to be able to take him to the relevant jurisdiction.
Host: As mentioned at the beginning of the program, we will now continue with the series of questions addressed to the Deputy Special Representatives of the Secretary General in Congo during his visit to Bunia, Mr. Fidele Sarassoro:
· 6th interviewee: Militiamen who are active in the Walendu-Bindi collectivity are estimated to reach about 500. To date, they continue to oppose resistance to the FARDC and MONUSCO military force. Is it a correct statement to say that they are stronger than the regular army and the MONUSCO force?
· Indeed, south of Irumu, militia are actively operating. We noticed that joint operations of MONUSCO and FARDC bore fruits because the operational capacity of these militia, who operate in groups, have been crushed. Now they have redeployed in small groups, which are the ones threatening the population. This is what we are doing. Of course, we will continue to provide support to the FARDC in order to neutralise these small groups. Of course, you do realise that when it comes to small groups it becomes difficult to completely eradicate them, but we support the FARDC. Our concern is to limit their capacity to cause harm. The main goal is to ensure the protection of the population and that these militia no longer constitute a threat to the population. The population told us there that their main problem was to access their fields. So we set up a system whereby we provide escorts in order to allow them to access their fields, cultivate them, protect them during the harvest season so that they can at least benefit from the fruits of their labour. However, we also continue to launch targeted operations in order to quash these militia.
· 7th interviewee: During your visit in Bukiringi, you probably visited schools built with wood but not with durable materials, in spite of the fact that they were financed by UNICEF and built by international NGOs. What was your reaction when you noticed this?
· We congratulated UNICEF and its partner NGO Save the Children, because they built a school in less then three weeks and allowed children practically living in the streets to go to school in acceptable conditions. We congratulated this NGO and we listened to the Director of the school who was very satisfied with the service offered by this NGO and even asked us to provide additional resources to this NGO to build other schools, such as a school next door, which had no roof. Let us not forget that we are acting in emergency situations. Between the choice of having a school made of wood, which allows children to receive an acceptable level of education, or leaving these same children to receive their education under a mango tree, the choice is quickly made. Let us not forget that we are operating in emergency situations and very few enterprises have the capacity to build schools in three weeks and allow children to receive an education in acceptable conditions.
· 8th interviewee: The population of Walendu-Bindi has been accusing Bengladeshi soldiers of providing support to the FPJC militia. Can you provide any details concerning this allegation?

· I have to say that I was first surprised to hear this, I was very surprised. We then discussed it at length, conducted investigations and we can guarantee you today that this is completely false. We also discussed it with the local administrative and military authorities here, in Ituri, but also in Kinshasa, and we can confirm today that these are false rumours, which are the result of manipulations. Moreover, when we met the population in Bukiringi, nobody mentioned this allegation. We of course tried to know more about the relationship this population entertained with MONUSCO. In the past, there was indeed a strong anti-MONUSCO sentiment that was prevailing, but today they confirmed that their relationship is now very harmonious and that they hope to continue to cooperate openly with MONUSCO, other agents of the UN system and NGOs implanted locally. 
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Host: We are reaching the end of our program in the series Interactive Radio for Justice, and thank you for faithfully listening to us. Your concerns and suggestions are always welcome. You can either come in person at the radio or write to us at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr, or by simple mail at Canal Revelation Radio, 54 Blvd of Liberation in the centre of Bunia. You can also reach us by phone at 09 94 91 05 55. This program, Interactive Radio for Justice, is broadcast on Fridays at 7pm and re-aired on Saturdays at 8:15am and on Mondays at 1pm. The program is broadcast in three languages, French, Swahili and Lingala, so you are free to communicate with us in the language you prefer. If you have not had the chance to catch us on the radio, let me remind you that you can also follow us on the site www.irfj.org. Jean-Pierre Kabulabu was presenting. Goodbye.
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
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