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Journalist: Dear listeners of Justice Magazine, this is our fifteenth program, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In this series, we focus on themes such as human rights violations and the problems faced by the population to access justice. In this fifteenth program we will talk about international justice and whether it really contributes to the pacification of Ituri. What does the population think of this international justice, which operates far from Ituri but which detains and tries Iturians? You will hear the reaction of Anneke van Woundenberg, Principal Researcher for Human Rights Watch in the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Pascal Turlan, Adviser at the International Criminal Court, the ICC. 
Dydyine Uweka is presenting this program. Before getting started, let us listen to this role-play produced by the hosts of Canal Revelation Radio.  
*
*
*

· [Young man] Oh my God, the war in Ituri is finished but I still have trouble talking about what happened. My dear fiancée was killed in front of me. I know the reason: she simply wasn’t of the same tribe as me. Oh, tribal war is horrible. It destroys many lands. Mine is full of love.
· [Young woman] You’re talking! Do you know that I lost my father, my mother and all our assets! In addition, my fiancé was also killed. I only have God to console me. Ah, the war in Ituri!

· [Young woman 2] Ah, come on, forget this. We are on campus now, we are students. I do not understand the ICC. What does it really do?

· [Young man] My dear, let us ask other students for their points of view. But in any case, I think that international justice is doing its job. It is peaceful now, and nobody dares to move. The recess is over, as the President stated. 

· [Young man 2] You think! But chaos continues. In fact, the Court is located to far away. According to an African adage, if the stick is too far away it cannot kill the snake. I think we should also consider that our dirty laundry should be handled within the family. Our Iturian fighters who are detained at the ICC, in The Hague, should return here and ask for pardon everywhere they committed blunders.

· [Young man 1] But my friend, you really think so! Don’t you think that arresting and detaining them, and who knows what else, diminished the risk that the war would reignite in Ituri? We have to congratulate the ICC!
· [Young man 3] It is true. Nobody dares to launch a new rebel movement anymore. In any case, to be in The Hague, as prisoners, while our country is progressing, I would never wish this to anyone. Better to be poor at home than rich abroad. Iturians have learnt their lesson. War is not a good thing. We can say that the ICC investigations stabilised the Congo.

· [Young woman] Yes, my friend, I know that the Court is prosecuting those considered the most responsible for the crimes committed, but it is slow. Its procedures are lengthy, if I may say so.

· [Young man 2] You said it: this procedure is slow. We are tired. When will these authorities, our leaders, come home? And we do not even witness the proceedings. No, no!

· [Young woman 1] This is what I meant! In addition, they only target our Congolese brothers. The Court is biased.

*
*
*

· [Young man 1] No! The Court was created in 2002, exactly when the conflict in Ituri started. This is why they are now detained. It wants to shed light on and establish liabilities for the gravest crimes committed in Ituri, Central African Republic, Sudan and even in Uganda. It is a slow process that requires tangible proof, real evidence. We do not want to convict randomly. These investigations contributed to stability in our community, which used to be the epicentre of the fighting. Even though the entire truth on the circumstances of the massacres is not clear, the Court is working for the benefit of the citizens, with the assistance of these same citizens, in order to promote peace in our country.

· [Young man 3] Yes, you are right. For a while now, we’ve enjoyed peace. I understand that there can be no peace without justice. Peace is […inaudible…], but I’d like our government to seriously examine certain matter, such as tribal wars, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, unemployment, illiteracy, and so on. These things should really be examined.  

· [All together] And all this, for tomorrow’s Congo to be strong!
*
*
*
Journalist: Can international justice really solve problems in Ituri? Can it contribute to the pacification of Ituri? Let us listen to the point of view of the Iturian population on this matter:
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· We thought that international justice could provide solutions to the problems we faced in Ituri. Unfortunately, it drags on, cases last for a long time and we cannot see any tangible progress concerning Ituri. Our brothers are detained at the Court, in The Hague, even though we follow their trials; recently we were talking about the provisional release of Thomas Lubanga, which was ultimately not granted. We do not know whether this justice functions normally or not. It seems that this justice system desperately tries to judge Iturians, in other forums. Meanwhile, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, we are harassed. It seems like the only law is the law of the jungle, where the weak are subjected to the arbitrary will of the strongest. In short, for us in Ituri, we all wish to see justice exchanged for work. For now, even though problems remain to be solved, since it has all the means at its disposal, let it be, but so far we have only heard promises and nothing has been done.
· What I think is that, yes, international justice can resolve conflicts here in Ituri, because if we try to deal with cases of crimes committed by rebels or other criminals, it will be impossible for us to resolve. At this point, we can provide assistance to the Criminal Court, so that it can come here to assist us. I think that the Criminal Court can assist us here in Ituri in order to solve our problems. For instance, here in Ituri, we are unable – and I can tell you know what happened here – we were unable to react. But international justice helped us. You can see now that there is peace is Ituri. It was impossible to travel, but now most places are accessible because the leaders detained by the ICC are there. Here in the DRC we were unable to arrest them, but we thank the International Court for taking them away. 
· Peace in Ituri will depend on the sole will of the sons and daughters of Ituri, because if we wait for foreigners to come and pacify Ituri, they will never do it. They cannot provide the solution; they cannot give us peace in Ituri. Only we, Iturians, can do so, because we care about developing our district. And as anywhere else, we should unify to pacify our community, since nobody else can see our rich district develop. It is now a question of forming a union, seeking peace and mutual love, and we will develop our communities. It is up to us to pacify our community.
· Concerning the detainees at the International Criminal Court, I wonder why only Iturians are there, whereas crimes are being committed everywhere. The crimes are so grave that it aches me to see that leaders and their subordinates continue to commit more and more crimes, at their convenience. Even if they are ever tried, nothing is reassuring me. The solution must be found locally. We want to know what is going on at the International Criminal Court. For now, everything is blurry.

Journalist: According to Anneke van Woundenberg, Principal Researcher for Human Rights Watch in the Democratic Republic of Congo, investigations conducted by the International Criminal Court, the ICC, gave hope to Iturians. International justice needs all Iturians to assist in order to promote stability and peace in their communities. Even though the truth concerning the circumstances of each massacre has not yet been established, the Criminal Court does its job.
Anneke van Woundenberg : I think yes and no. Maybe I can start with the yes.
Journalist: Yes.

Van Woundenbourg: I remember, in 2004, when the International Criminal Court announced they would launch an investigation in Ituri to investigate the grave crimes committed by Ituri armed groups, I was in Ituri documenting the violence, massacres and other human rights violations, of course together with Iturians, human rights activists and civil society. When the International Criminal Court announced it would launch its investigations, we had a lot of hope, because the international community was finally acknowledging that the crimes in Ituri were grave and the most important Court was going to investigate what took place there. This was, I think, a very important moment, which gave hope. Also, we were also very touched that the international community acknowledged the existence of crimes. I also think that, if we look at Ituri today, things have completely changed since the years of conflict. So it is clear that justice contributed to that, and it is also clear that, among those who are responsible, some are in jail in Kinshasa or in jail in The Hague. So I think, that it sent a very important signal to Ituri.
Journalist: And concerning the “no”?

Van Woundenbourg: I have to say that, on the other hand, it is clear that with the International Criminal Court, we had a beginning of peace, but did it entirely contribute to peace? No, not entirely. Justice is very important for truth and reconciliation and since there are yet many people who have not been arrested, but who were involved in the crimes committed in Ituri, such as persons holding high positions in Kinshasa, Uganda and Rwanda. I think that as long as these people have not yet been brought before international justice, we will not have a full picture of what really happened in Ituri. At the same time, I think that the charges brought against those detained in The Hague, such as Thomas Lubanga, are very limited. He is only charged with recruiting and using child soldiers. There are no other charges, such as massacres, torture, kidnapping, arbitrary arrests. Without all this, I don’t think we can have a full picture of what really happened. I remember that there were massacres in Mongbwalu, Songolo, Lipri. No justice has been done for these massacres, which were committed by the UPC. At the same time, no justice has been done for massacres committed in Nyankunde, Drodro, which were committed by the FRPI or the FNI. So, without the whole truth as to what really happened during these massacres, I don’t think we will ever have the whole truth, and without the whole truth, I am not sure peace can be sustainable. Therefore, I think we need help from all fronts. We need the help of international justice, but we also need the assistance of the domestic justice system and Iturians themselves. A sustainable peace has, I think, many facets. One aspect will ensure that those who were really responsible for all these crimes are brought to justice, either by the ICC or by domestic justice. We’ve had some example of cases tried at the domestic level, such as the arrest of General Jerôme Kakwavu, who was responsible for many grave crimes committed in Mahagi and in Aru. Finally, he was arrested this year. There are also pending cases of other people, such as Floribert Njabo, and Commander Pitchu, who are detained and facing trial. Without this, we will not have the whole truth, if these people are not tried. So I think we do need international justice, we need domestic justice and we need the courage and the hard work of all Iturians towards peace. With these three facets, I have the hope that it can work. I also think that it is very important to have mechanisms in place in Congo to ensure that the domestic justice system functions well. I think that human rights activists, such as myself, were quite impressed by the recent announcement by the Congolese government that it will set up mixed chambers, with national and international judges to try crimes committed in the Congo, not only of Iturians, but others. I think that this will increase the quality of the trials at the domestic level. We will be ensured that other people are brought to justice, and that the entire truth of what happened in Ituri, as well as in other areas of Congo, will be established and that justice will be done. I hope this will be set up as soon as possible, so that it can give us better chances at peace.
Journalist: Concerning Pascal Turlan, Adviser at the International Criminal Court, there has never been any peace without justice:
Pascal Turlan: We consider that international justice contributes to the pacification of Ituri. Our investigations definitely contributed to the stabilisation of the District. In any case, they contribute to shedding light on the liabilities for crimes committed in Ituri and which were not committed randomly. All these crimes were committed in accordance with plans and individual choices. It is not enough to have the International Criminal Court for the pacification of Ituri, of course. The rest depends a lot on local leadership as well. It will be a long road before Ituri and the Democratic Republic of Congo can be at peace. Political and community leaders must do everything in their power to respect and reinforce the rule of law and develop the District. On our side, we can help on the judicial aspect. We can show what the right thing to do is, by displaying a model justice system, which will allow to arrest and try those who contributed to criminalise the District and to the conflict. Of course, peace in Ituri will first come from Iturians themselves. They are the ones living in the District, they live there and are responsible for making it a good place to live in. The role of the International Criminal Court, and the Office of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court, is to prosecute, to investigate and prosecute, and to bring to justice, the most responsible of the gravest crimes. In doing so, we must contribute to the prevention of crimes in Ituri and contribute to peace efforts, because peace cannot be sustained without justice for the crimes committed. By exposing liabilities for the crimes committed in the District, we contribute to the reconciliation of communities in the District of Ituri. Therefore, today, we have become part of the solution, but we are not the entire solution. The rest of the solution belongs to the Congolese people, to the Congolese population. There are high expectations, and we try to meet those expectations, together with the Congolese authorities, who must hold their part of responsibility in the task. The Office of the Prosecutor brings before the Court cases that deal with the gravest crimes to try those considered the most responsible for the gravest crimes. So, of course, we consider them to be the leaders we have brought before the Court. Concerning the Ituri, these were of course, Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, Germain Katanga, Mathieu Ngudjolo, who were, according to us, the most responsible for the gravest crimes committed in Ituri. It is not a question, as I heard from some citizens of Ituri, of the strongest taking the weakest, but it is a matter of dealing with grave crimes and the leaders who planned them. The crimes they are charged with are exactly the type of crimes that decimated the Ituri population, or even the entire Democratic Republic of Congo. For instance, in the case of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, who was arrested and is today facing trial for recruiting, conscripting, and using children under 15 years old, his arrest itself had an impact on the situation of child soldiers, which allowed to shed light on a grave problem, criminal behaviours, and to incite armies everywhere in the world to put an end to this intolerable situation. Therefore, the purpose of arresting the most responsible is also, of course, to punish the commission of crimes and prevent their perpetuation by arresting those who are, according to us, the most responsible for these crimes and who give a bad example to the Ituri population and beyond in the DRC, and in fact, to the entire world community because these crimes are so grave that they put into question the perception humans have of such crimes.
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Host: All is ending well. We sincerely thank Anneke van Woundenberg, Principal Researcher at Human Rights Watch, and Pascal Turlan, who both shared their opinions on international justice and the International Criminal Court, which prosecute those considered the most responsible for crimes committed in the world. You can follow this program on Tuesdays at 7pm and Sundays at 7:15am. You can also send mail at Canal Revelation Radio, in Bunia Centre in front of the city hall. Sms are also welcome at 09 94 91 05 55. Via internet, go to www.irfj.org. This program was presented by Dydyine Uweka, produced together with the team of Interactive Radio for Justice, and the sound engineering was done by Martin Wanechan. We wish peace, hope and justice to all.
*
*
*
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