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Journalist: Micheline is barely 14. Every morning she wakes up to sell grilled peanuts and chikwan, or cassava paste. She works about 8 to 9 hours a day and walks thousands of kilometres. Her shoes are old and damaged and her little white dress became yellow over time. She is pale and when we spoke to her she timidly explained what her work of roaming salesperson entails. ‘It is a difficult job,’ admits Micheline, ‘but I am is required to do it to support my family and every night I have to report to my mother who decides what to do with the money’ collected from the sale of goods she carries on her little head and which overall costs no more than USD 10.
*
*
*

Journalist: Hello everyone, this is the third program of your series Justice Magazine, which is co-produced by Interactive Radio for Justice and the Goma-based La Colombe Radio. This program is your opportunity to bring your knowledge up to speed on the daily developments in justice and human rights matters in the capital of North Kivu Province. Today we will talk about the economic exploitation of children by adults. As you may know, there are many children who are required to work for the survival of their families, and sometimes for their own survival. They engage in small businesses, mining work, or juvenile prostitution. But is poverty the only cause of this phenomenon? Let us listen to Edie Musoke, President of the Children’s Parliament in North Kivu, which is a structure promoting the participation, protection and defence of the rights of the child.
· Yes, it is true that children are economically exploited, this is a verifiable fact. There aren’t really any cases that are reported to us, but we have a child rights monitoring unit, which is deployed on the ground throughout the territory in the Province of North Kivu. This unit draws investigation reports. Among other things, we see that children are exploited in bars, which is a complex phenomenon. Even adults, mothers often send their children to conduct ‘survival business’, as we call it, to sell goods they carry on their heads, such as bananas, peanuts, etc. Children walk over 1, 10 kilometres to sell these goods. People come from (…inaudible…) to the city centre to buy these things. These are cases we receive through (…inaudible…). Poverty is one of the main causes but also peer pressure. For instance, the girlfriend of a young man works in a [??] and makes money and then starts engaging in sexual exploitation and makes an easy USD 100 over one night. Even though her parents support her education, she still doesn’t have enough money to buy phone credit or to buy pretty things, so she caves under the influence of her friend and engages in prostitution. So I think that peer pressure is very prevalent. You can also see it in schools, where drug consumption is high. Young people influence each other, they talk about ganja
, “it’s like this or that, you have to taste”. So there are two serious problems, there are other minor problems we will not mention here, but poverty and peer pressure are two serious problems.
Journalist: Joris Kajibwami is adviser of the Provincial Minister in charge of gender, children and human rights. He also acknowledges that poverty is the main cause for the economic exploitation of children, but that alternate causes also exist. But before elaborating, he explains what is the type of work these children do:
· I acknowledge that children are being exploited economically. We notice this especially in mines, where children are being used for transport, weighing, sieving of ore. But also in the city, there are lots of household tasks that children under 18 are asked to perform, for almost no money. First of all, as children, they are not allowed to enter into contracts for any work. But also, there is the problem of those who use them and do not remunerate them appropriately, for instance you will see children who work all day and make no more than USD 10 per month. Poverty is the main cause, I am sure of that, it is the main cause. Bu there are other causes, such as the lack of responsibility of some parents, or the fact that some children become criminals. They do not want to stay at home, in spite of their parents’ desire to put them in school. As a result, some children have become homeless and have to find a small job, and make a little bit of money. These children are the future of our country. Without these children, I wonder what would the Democratic Republic of Congo and the North Kivu Province become. This is why I invite you, the journalists, to use your influence and your radio to assist us in putting an end to this phenomenon of economic exploitation of children.
Journalist: It is well known that the economic exploitation of children is prevalent in the Province. What measures are taken by the law to sanction those who exploit children? The Prosecutor Magasane answers:
· I think that the Democratic Republic of Congo is taking innovative measures concerning children exploitation. Economic exploitation is almost entirely forbidden. Most children under 18 years old are protected by our constitution, and these children working in mines and those who are exploited by adults is a strictly forbidden practice by Congolese law.
Journalist: Hasn’t the Provincial Government of North Kivu developed its own protection policy for these children? Let us hear again from Joris Kajibwami, who is Adviser to the Provincial Minister for Gender and Human Rights. 

· In our ministry, we indeed have such a policy. First of all, the sole fact that we have a ministry in charge of the family and the child is already an asset. But we also have a series of legal texts, international laws and conventions that our country ratified, and at the domestic level we also have a law protecting and promoting the rights of the child. Therefore, at the Provincial Ministry, we rely on these laws and international and national norms on the child. In our priority action plan we also envisage the possibility of withdrawing these children from the streets. Indeed, there are a lot of street children, and adults take advantage of this to take young girls to turn them into prostitutes. Therefore, the Ministry and our priority action plan provide that all street children will be collected so that we can see how to punish those who exploit them economically. This is the priority action plan, but we also have another type of institutional support, which targets various organisations for the protection and promotion of the rights of the child, such as the Dombosco centre, Gahinja, Mama M’sa, etc. We support many centres and cooperate with them so that we can put an end to this curse.
Journalist: Faced with this reality, do organisations protecting the right of the child receive any complaints and how do they handle them? Edi Musoke, from the Children’s Parliament.
· We have cases that come to us, but not directly to the Children’s Parliament because nobody can walk up to us and tell us 
‘oh my mother is making me carry bananas on my head’, while in fact he survives thanks to these bananas. However, there are strategies we can put in place to ensure the survival of these children without having to send them out. This is how we fight this economic exploitation, thanks to our field investigations. In 2010, as everyone knows, the Children’s Parliament received almost no financing. But the Children’s Parliament remained courageous to conduct activities, such as sensitise people, advocate, and we conducted activities targeting the fight against drug use. Indeed, we see many children being used in bars where they have to work, use drugs. We also started initiating, although not much has been done in 2010, but we are in the process of organising a child protection network to see if we can better fight some of these harmful practices, such as the use of children in bars, in mines, the use of children to do forced labour, etc., anything that children are beings used for, for economic purposes and for the benefit of adults and to the detriment of children. So these are a number of actions we intend on initiating in 2011, and I take this opportunity to call our partners to support us.
Journalist: The Prosecutor Magasane also deplores the rarity of complaints in these matters.
· I think that the population should also file more complaints because, given that the law protects children, there are already laws, which guarantee the life of children. Therefore, this population, if they look at what is being done by our neighbours, our brothers and sisters, we, the population, have to denounce those who engage in economic exploitation, who use children in all sort of business, exploitation. For instance, in Katanga, children are being used in mines, which is entirely prohibited under Congolese law. 
Journalist: We will now take a musical break before listening to some alternative and conclusions.





*
*
*


Journalist: The situation being what it is, the future of our children is compromised. What can we do to save this hope? Each of our guests gives their point of view, starting with Joris Kajibwami:
· My last word would maybe be to see how we could all work together, with journalists, human rights organisations, ministries, in order to determine how to curb such economic exploitation of children.

Journalist: Edie Musoke:

· I think it is a very good way to inform people to make them listen to what is happening around them. Now people, the authorities and everyone involved in the protection of children can be conscious of the situation and what needs to be done in the field of children protection, because it is not an easy field, and we have to persevere so that donors can continue to give money towards child protection programs, because the child-to-child policy has always been the best way to resolve children-related conflicts.

Journalist: The Prosecutor, Magasane:

· You know, ignorance of the law is no defence. Everyone is supposed to know the provisions of the law. Concerning child protection, this is not only a matter for the justice system, but the process must start at the root, at the family level, children must be protected. And when we come across such situations, we have to denounce them.
*
*
*

Journalist: As you may have noted, there is still a lot to be done to reinstate children in their rights. The responsibilities are shared. This is how our third program of Justice Magazine ends. Justice Magazine is produced by Interactive Radio for Justice in cooperation with the Goma-based Colombes Radio. Your comments and suggestions are welcome on 081-019-92-76 or 085-31-11-945. This program is also available on the Internet on www.irfj.org (repeat). My name is Abdon Manengu Mbengala, and it was my pleasure to be with you. The engineer Romain Semakuba was in charge of the sound. Good bye.
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
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