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Host: Hello, it is our pleasure to meet you again to discuss about justice. This is a new program of our series Interactive Radio for Justice, produced in cooperation the Goma-based La Colombe Radio. Every week, you can get answers to your questions and preoccupations. Take advantage of this radio program to engage in an interactive dialog with those who are mandated to shed light on your questions. We will now hear the first local question. 
*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: How does the neighbourhood function as an administrative subdivision? What is its legal status?
Host: Chekasana Pechel, Chief of Mabanga South neighbourhood, answers:
· First of all, the neighbourhood is managed by a chief of neighbourhood, who is assisted by a deputy chief of neighbourhood. Currently, we have three chiefs of neighbourhood. One was appointed and we have two others. According to the law, which should be applied - if we had local elections for instance – the neighbourhood should be managed by two chiefs of neighbourhood, but currently we have three: the one who was appointed and his two deputies. These two deputies fall under the authority of the Burgomaster, in accordance with article 20. The chief of neighbourhood and his deputy are appointed, in accordance with the law, by an order of the Burgomaster, decided in joint executive session, which we do not currently have because we have not yet held elections. Among the agents they are to be considered as civil servants. Legally, the neighbourhood is the lowest administrative subdivision of the commune, as per article 16. According to the law, the Burgomaster can propose, and the executive council confirms - that is, if there was an executive council, in accordance with the law, but we do not have any council because we did not have time to hold elections – but according to the law, with the approval of the council and an order of the provincial governor, we can create a neighbourhood. From there, we set the boundaries, as per article 17.1. The neighbourhood contains two avenues or streets, as per article 18. Avenues and streets are named by order of the Provincial governor, after a proposal made by the Burgomaster and approval of the council.
Host: Our program continues with this second local question:
· 2nd interviewee: What is the role of the Children Parliament and who is part of it?
Host: The answer is provided by Eddie Musoke, President of the Children Parliament of North Kivu:
· The Children Parliament is a structure set up for the participation, protection and defence of the rights of the child, which was created in 1999, almost 11 years ago. It was created only for the defence, promotion and protection of the rights of the child through advocacy work, such as sensitisation and education campaigns, mediation and peaceful resolution of conflicts, as well as through the resolution of cases of violations of the rights of the child. The Children Parliament is composed of all children under 18 years old and has one chamber sitting in council for the adoption of projects, the budget, and for the handling of certain legal matters.
Host: The following question:
· 3rd interviewee: What is the mandate of the chief of neighbourhood and who is the direct administrative chief of the neighbourhood?
Host: The answer is provided again by Chekasana Pechel, chief of the Mabanga South neighbourhood.
· According to articles 23 and 24, the chief of neighbourhood is responsible for the administrative management of the population, hygiene and public health. Currently, we also play a role on the security aspect. We also used to conduct patrols with the military at night, in order to seek out criminals. We sensitise the population to be responsible citizens, assist others when in danger. Because according to the law, failure to assist someone who is in danger constitutes an offence. But, what we are really mandated to do, according the law, is only three missions: first of all, the administration, then we control hygiene, and finally, public health. Huh, administratively, the law provides that the Burgomaster of the commune is directly in charge. This is what is it currently. But consultations, practice and instructions concerning the administration of the neighbourhood, as well as the appointment of a chief of neighbourhood, fall within the remit of the provincial governor. There was an administrative circular written by the provincial director, instructing his colleagues that a chief of neighbourhood must always be appointed by the provincial governor. What we are seeing today is that some appointments are done by the city mayor. At our level, we first refer to the law, and if we had held local elections, the Burgomaster and the executive council should have been the ones appointing the chief of neighbourhood.
Host: We are continuing to listen to questions in this first part of the program, which is dedicated to local questions. Here is the last local question:
· 4th interviewee: What is the procedure for the defence of the rights of the child?
Host: Response with Eddie Musoke, President of the Children Parliament of North Kivu:
· We have a commission that monitors violations of the rights of the child, in charge of mediating and recording follow-up actions and the management of cases of violations of the rights of the child, as well as for transferring cases. The Children Parliament functions in this framework, to promote protection. Concerning the defence, it also engages in advocacy among the authorities, those who have the power to make decisions, including those in charge of NGOs and anyone with a legal capacity more developed than those of children, as well as economic, financial and moral capacity and who are predisposed to assist children one way or another in order to improve their living conditions.
Host: Let us now distract ourselves with some music, before moving on to international questions, a way for us to mix serious topics with fun:
*
*
*

Song

*
*
*

Host: We will now hear the international questions. Here is the first question:
· 5th interviewee: How long is an arrest warrant issued by the ICC valid for?
Host: Pascal Turlan, Adviser at the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, responds:
· Arrest warrants issued by the ICC do not expire as long as the person is not arrested. It is valid until such time as the person against whom the arrest warrant was issued is arrested by the competent national authorities. It is possible that is ceases to have any effect, as in any national or international judicial system, in case of death of the person. This was the case of Mr. Raska Lukwiya, of the Lord’s Resistance Army, against whom an arrest warrant had been issued by the ICC and who died since, therefore the arrest warrant ceases to have any effect.
Host: The second and last international question:

· 6th interviewee: Has the ICC the genuine will to arrest criminals? If so, what procedures must be followed? 
Host: Pascal Turlan, Adviser at the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, responds:
· When the Court issues arrest warrants, at the request of the Office of the Prosecutor, the Court will then ensure that every possible means are in place to secure the arrest and the prosecution of those who committed mass crimes and against whom there is sufficient evidence. In order to ensure the arrest of these persons, the Court requires the full cooperation of State Parties to the Rome Statute in order to execute warrants and bring the suspects before judges. The States are in charge of arresting these persons, they have an obligation to cooperate with the Court in order to execute requests for arrest and transfer because they are States Parties to the Rome Statute. In case of failure, the Court can turn to the Assembly of States Parties and request the assistance of the Assembly of States Parties to take note of the lack of cooperation of a State. It can also turn to the Security Council of the United Nations, if the situation was referred by it, as was the case for the Darfur situation.
*
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Host: This is how we are now reaching the end of our program, Madjadiyano Ya Sheria, a program of Interactive Radio for Justice, in collaboration with the Goma-based Colombe Radio. Thank you for asking all your questions. And thank you for listening. This program is available on the Internet on www.irfj.org. You can also send us your questions, advice and suggestions by phone by calling 081 019 92 76 (repeat) or 085 31 11 945 (repeat). This program was produced by Romain Semakuba and presented by Abdon Manengu. Our next program will be on Wednesday at 8:30am and at 8:30pm and on Sunday at 8:30am and 7:30pm. Ciao!
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

