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Host: Hello, it is our pleasure to meet you again to discuss about justice. This is a new program of our series Interactive Radio for Justice, produced in cooperation the Goma-based La Colombe Radio. Every week, you can get answers to your questions and preoccupations. Take advantage of this radio program to engage in an interactive dialog with those who are mandated to shed light on your questions. We will now hear the first local question. 
*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: I wanted to know what are the types of problems that can be resolved at the neighbourhood level?
Host: Chekasana Pechel, Chief of Mabanga South neighbourhood, answers:
· There are several aspects. When we welcome people in our office, we notice that there are several criminal cases. As we work closely with the police, we immediately transfer such cases to the police, which has general competence in these matters. At our level, we settle land disputes, and sometimes, even though it is not in our mandate, we also try to settle disputes related to witchcraft. We advise people, because witchcraft is not recognised by the law. There are also neighbourhood problems concerning water distribution. We also witness problems of slander, public insulting, which can also be a criminal offence and can be punished. But if we see that it is a mild case, we advise people and let them realise that they have to live together in spite of the incident. So, there are many problems at the neighbourhood level, but anything that concerns the justice system, we refer it immediately to the police. Then the police interviews the parties, prepares minutes, which must then be transferred to the Police Inspector or to the Prosecutor’s Office. The Police commander makes that determination. The case can be sent to the commune level depending on the seriousness of the case.
Host: Our program continues with this second local question:
· 2nd interviewee: In case someone in the audience gets injured during a football game, who is responsible?
Host: Let us listen to the President of the city football association of Goma, which organises football competitions:
· Well, clubs must subscribe to an insurance company, so does the football association of Goma. The Sport Rules and Regulations require each club to invite its committee member and the club itself to subscribe to the insurance policy so that in case of problem in the stadium, the insurance will handle it. The type of insurance we subscribe to are first and foremost for the officials and the referees, the members of the EFGO (Football Association of Goma) committee, and the players, so when there is an accident in the stadium the insurance kicks in. Concerning the audience, they must have their own individual insurance. If incidents are triggered by third parties and we consider them liable, they must pay for the damage done. So if there are incidents in the stadium, it is up to the perpetrators, those who caused the incident, to repair the harm done. But concerning the athletes and members of the EFGO, the insurance covers them.
Host: The third question:
· 3rd interviewee: Is the Children’s Parliament entitled to have legal-counsels to represent the children?
Host: Edi Musake, President of the Children’s Parliament of North Kivu, answers:
· There is no need for lawyers to defend children because they work in cooperation with the PSPE (Special Child Protection Police), which is composed of experts in this field; they also work with the tribunal and juvenile courts, etc., which are already lawyers. However, the Children’s Parliament needs lawyers for its own internal legal affairs. In a way, this is the role of the chamber’s council and is composed of people of 18 years old or over.
Host: We are continuing to listen to questions in this first part of the program, which is dedicated to local questions. Here is the last local question:
· 4th interviewee: How does a neighbourhood office function? Is it mandated to conduct patrols or is that the role of the state [police]?
Host: Response with Chekasana Pechel, again, who is the Chief of Neighbourhood of Manbanga South:
· We are organised, we have a military police section located close to us, in Mabanga South neighbourhood, and dispatched in three sub-sections, such as DEMKA, the neighbourhood office, then in (…inaudible…) avenue, where they go at night or to rest during the day. At night, they can be called to conduct patrols. So far, we have conducted patrols with some elements of the local authorities, but now they conduct patrols themselves. They receive assistance from the commander and its deputies, and when something happens in the neighbourhood, we immediately call the commander to intervene where there is a security breach. The information originates from a chief of avenue, who dispatches the information to me, and then I immediately call the military police commander. This is at night. During the day, we have the police, so we send them to assess the level of seriousness of the problem and settle the matter. If it is a punishable offence we send the file to the Prosecutor’s Office and to the commune, and so on.
Host: Let us now distract ourselves with some music, before moving on to international questions:
*
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Host: We are now hearing the international questions. Here is the first question:
· 5th interviewee: In case the ICC issues a judgment of acquittal, will there be sanctions against the plaintiffs?
Host: Madam Silvana Arbia, Registrar of the International Criminal Court, responds to this question:
· False accusation is a difficult concept. Accusations are accusations, and the accused is presumed innocent until his conviction. So the trial, which is the phase of the proceedings where the parties, meaning either the Prosecutor or the Defence, can present evidence which is respectively inculpatory or exculpatory. Therefore, it is not really appropriate to talk about false accusations. These are accusations. Then it is up to the Judges to determine whether the accusations are founded or not, based on the evidence adduced.
Host: Let us now hear our last question of the program, Majadiyano Ya Sheria:

· 6th interviewee: Can the ICC be held responsible for the death of a person in pre-trial detention?
Host: Let us stay with Madam Silvana Arbia for the response to this last question:
· Considering the conditions of protection and all necessary measures taken to ensure that the conditions of detention meet very high standards, which are guaranteed by frequent inspection visits conducted by the relevant organs, the only case of death can only be a natural death, such as would be the case for anyone who is not detained. This is the only case. Therefore, security is guaranteed entirely, therefore it is not possible to imagine a situation where death would be provoked by an external event or any intervention, therefore the only case of death I can think of is natural death, as for any human being. Therefore, I don’t see why the Court should be held responsible for such death, because as I was saying, the only possible case of death, given the detention conditions we guarantee, is natural death. Of course, a high standard of medical care is provided for, and we also take measures to prevent diseases, and try to prevent the risk for diseases as much as possible. So even the potential for a natural death is very limited, but given the level of prevention and medical assistance, the risk is very low.
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Host: We are now reaching the end of our program, a program of the Interactive Radio for Justice project, in collaboration with the Goma-based Colombe Radio. Thank you for listening to us and for asking questions. If you have more questions, please send them to us at 085 31 11 945 or 081 019 92 76. This program is available on the Internet on www.irfj.org. It is broadcast on Wednesdays at 8:30am and at 8:30pm and re-aired on Sundays at 8:30am and 7:30pm. I am Abdon Manengu; the sound engineer was Romain Semakuba. Until next time.
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

