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Host: Hello everyone, this is a new program in the Interactive Radio for Justice series, which I invite you to follow. This program is produced by cooperation between Colombe Radio in Goma and Interactive Radio for Justice and is an opportunity for you to directly express your concerns, via the radio, to those who are mandated to provide solutions. This is an interactive dialog, which is designed to help you better understand justice issues, at the local, national and international levels. It is therefore our pleasure to invite you to listen to this first question: 
*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: What type of protection does the PSP rely on to provide protection to street children?
Host: Major Bodeli, commander of the Special Police for the Protection of Women and Children:
· I can assure that this is a legal protection. But legal protection is composed of several types. The law regulating the protection of the child is set out around five categories. Among these there are three types: we have social protection, judicial protection, criminal protection as well. All these types of protection are very useful and we use them all.
Host: The second question:
· 2nd interviewee: Under Congolese law, how must a wedding be celebrated in the Democratic Republic of Congo?
Host: Let us listen to the answer from Goma’s burgomaster:
· Let’s say that, before being authorised to officiate, an officer of the civil registry must appear before the magistrates’ court to take the oath. Then, he has the capacity to officiate a wedding ceremony. Concerning civil weddings, there are conditions the bride and groom must fulfil. Before being registered, they have to come here and present some documents, such as a letter proving that the dowry was paid, as well as two passport photos. Then they must pay fees to the CADECO. Afterwards, we can accept the registration of their wedding. But beforehand they have to wait for two weeks, for the marriage licence to be published. Some people come here and want to get married in haste, and we then realise that there were some problems, because he was previously engaged, or he bought a wife, or things like this. So these are problems we deal with on a daily basis, but we manage to resolve them thanks to our Family Code. Concerning civil marriage, the family code is very helpful. Any problem finds its solution in this book, which is the Family Code.
Host: The next question:
· 3rd interviewee: When street children’s rights are breached, who can they seize of the matter?
Host: We are coming back to Major Bodeli to respond to this question:
· Indeed, when a child is a victim, he can seize judicial institutions. First of all, the child can seize the judiciary, as well as anyone who witnessed the acts. Indeed, as the law provides, any person who witnesses a child being victim of an offence is required to denounce this act. So, anyone who sees that a child is victim, either of an offence, or of economical or sexual exploitation, such as sexual abuse, is required to seize the relevant authorities, such as the police, the prosecutor’s office, or even judges, in order to denounce such acts. The failure to denounce the fact that a child is being abused is also an offence. Therefore, this law calls on anyone who sees a child who is in trouble, or who is being abused or exploited, to refer the case to the competent authority for this child to receive help.
Host: The last local question:
· 4th interviewee: What is the difference between the Land Titles Office and the Land Register?
Host: The response is provided by the Chief of the Land Titles Office, Didier Bitaki:
· The Land Titles Office is a technical service, as well as a judicial and administrative service. Concerning the real meaning of our mandate, we manage lands, which must be managed by specific methods and applied technics. These methods and technics must be applied by technicians. What I mean is technicians such as land surveyors, who are either from the Land Register’s Office or independent, but they must be registered. We also have topographers and surveyors. When I mention the technical aspect I am referring to the Land Register, which is solely here for all technical aspects of the plot of land, such as taking measurements, drawing sketches of a plot, then it is the domain of the Land Register because, as a technical administration, it is much more present on the ground than we are, so that they can take measurements and (…inaudible…). When the Land Register completes the technical aspect, the Land Titles Office comes into play in order to deliver the title to the land. What I mean is first the registration certificate; we start with a lease, which must end with the delivery of a title, which is the registration certificate. So, in short, the Land Register is the technical administration of the Land Titles Office, which is divided into two: the register and the land titles office. In the Titles Office you will find the administrative people, and lawyers who are here to establish registration certificate, leases, which must be signed by the curator of land titles, as representative of the Republic in this transaction.
Host: Let us now distract ourselves with this song:
*
*
*

Song

*
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Host: We will now move on to international questions. Let us listen to the first international question:
· 5th interviewee: What judicial body is mandated to resolve the problems the ICC cannot resolve?
Host: Pascal Turlan, Adviser of the Office of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court, responds to this question:
· I think we have to clarify that in fact the situation is reversed: In fact, it is the ICC which is the jurisdiction that deals with cases that national jurisdictions of States Parties are not in a position to handle. This is why the drafters of the Rome Statute gave the ICC this complementary competence. The Court only intervenes to compensate for the lack of action on the part of a state, either because the state in question is not able to prosecute certain cases, or unwilling. The Court can therefore intervene in cases brought before national jurisdictions only if proceedings at the national level are not conducted in good faith. We can therefore say that the intervention of the ICC comes as a last recourse and as a complement to cases that national jurisdictions are not in a position to handle.
Host: And here is the last question of the program:

· 6th interviewee: Can demonstrations in the streets influence the decision of ICC judges?
Host: Madam Silvana Arbia, Registrar of the ICC, responds:
· Judges are professional judges. Therefore, they have to judge on the basis of the evidence, on the basis of what is in the case file. They are not biased; there is no influence possible; they are judges. These judges are not politicised, they work on the basis of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence, the evidence they receive, witnesses they hear, arguments presented by the Defence, arguments of the Prosecutor. It is all very technical and has nothing to do with politics. So, there is no influence, these are two levels, two worlds completely apart. On one side, you have the reaction the public may have, or, huh, I don’t know; and on the other you have judicial work, which is very professional and which must follow strict rules. The Judges are required to follow and strictly apply the rules; there are rules, rules of procedure that the States laid out, not the judges themselves. So, this is the legal framework within which judges are to perform their functions. And of course, serenity is important, but it is within the court. If something happens in the courtroom, the judges must of course take measures to ensure that everything takes place in the most serene manner. But anything happening outside, outside of the Court, well, we can neither prevent, nor say that the judges or the parties are being influenced.
*
*
*

Host: This is how we are reaching the end of our program Madjadiyano Ya Sheria, a program of the Interactive Radio for Justice project, in collaboration with the Goma-based Colombe Radio. Thank you for asking questions and for listening. This program is available on the Internet on the site www.irfj.org (repeat). You can also send your questions, advice and suggestions to 081 019 92 76 or to 085 31 11 945 (repeat). This program was produced by the engineer Romain Semakuba and presented by Abdon Manengu. Our next program will be broadcast on Wednesday at 8:30am and 8:30pm and re-aired on Sunday at 8:30am and 7:30pm. Ciao!

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

