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Host: Dear listeners, hello again. We are delighted to be with you again tonight for this eighth program of this series Interactive Radio for Justice in cooperation with Tayna Community Radio-Television. This program is your opportunity to ask your questions concerning local, national or international justice. As usual in each program, you ask your questions to journalists and it is up to us to find answers from the competent and relevant authorities. We trust that through this dynamic you will find a way to improve your knowledge of the law and human rights, in order to allow you to finally become citizens in charge of your own destiny. You will note that the series Interactive Radio for Justice tirelessly takes into consideration every listener’s preoccupation concerning justice, without any discrimination. All questions on this topic are therefore welcome. The first phase of our program is dedicated to questions and answers on local and national justice, whereas the second will look at questions and answers on international justice.

*
*
*

Host: The first question in this program comes from a young boy from the village of Kasugho, which is 45 kilometres West of Lubero. This question concerns young people who incessantly flirt, especially marriage promises made between boys and girls but which are not honoured.
· 1st interviewee: Can a girl take a boy before the courts on the basis that he deceived her into believing he’d marry her. Is her cause actionable?

Host: For this question, let us listen to the answer by Bafo Alieyati, Prosecutor of the Butembo Sub-Division. 
· There is no offence. You know, an engagement is a simple promise to marry. There is no offence. If it doesn’t work, it doesn’t work, you can separate. Listen, the fact that you tell a girl that you will marry her is not enough to establish that you will necessarily marry her. You can renounce the idea, if you no longer like this woman. It is not an offence. To the contrary. You have to return, if you gave gifts to the woman and you insist on recovering what you gave her, you can recover them, it is possible. But you are not required to marry her simply because you are engaged. It is a promise and in law this is not an offence. Listen to me, Mr. Journalist. It is not an offence to tell a woman that you don’t love her anymore. It is not an offence under the law. You cannot drag him and force him to marry your daughter because she wasted her time. Well, he also wasted his time, didn’t he?

Host: Another person focused his attention on a misunderstanding among the population concerning offences subject to arrest.
· 2nd interviewee: What offences can be subject to arrest in concrete cases?

Host: Let us hear again the authority mentioned above for more details:
· All offences are provided for and punished under the Criminal Code, Volume II, such as when you steal, you will be arrested for theft; when you rape, you will be arrested for rape; when you commit fraud, you will be arrested for fraud, when you extort something from someone, you will be arrested for extortion, and so on. So all these offences are punishable by law. All offences provided for under the law are punished by the law!

Host: The third question comes from a middle-aged woman. She highlights the sluggishness of OPJs
 when it comes to dealing with issues raised at the workplace:
3rd interviewee: Can justice do something when the OPJ lets a case drag on and fails to provide any result whereas he already knows who will win and who will lose?
Host: Bafo Alieyati in person, Prosecutor of the Butemo Sub-Division, responds as follows:

· The law gives him 48 hours during which he can detain a suspect. The law does not provide for more time beyond this timeframe. Even the current law on prorogation, because prorogation no longer exists, the Constitution is clear on that. 48 hours for OPJ. So, when you see an OPJ letting the case drag on, that he finished his investigations but fails to follow up, why don’t you denounce it, Mr. Journalist? You say: “We have heard this and that.” But do you have proof that some cases are not being handled by OPJs? Bring us the evidence and we will sanction the OPJs! They are under our supervision. Under our supervision! And you have never denounced this. What is this habit of always saying “we have heard”, “they said”. Bring us proof. You are the researcher, aren’t you? As a journalist you are a researcher so bring us proof establishing that on such and such date, you were detained by a OPJ, who kept you locked up for 60 days. You will then see whether the OPJ will not sanction the OPJ in question, whether he is a major or colonel.

Host: Land conflicts continue to exist and reparations by local jurisdictions seem to lack credibility because of a defective procedural system:

· 4th interviewee: If an OPJ attempts to resolve a land dispute without first consulting the wise man of the village who knows borders better than anyone, how can the OPJ build a solid case before the courts?

Host: The first authority interviewed earlier was willing to respond again. Let us listen to his response:
· This is a land dispute and when the OPJ is seized of a land dispute matter, the law requires him to investigate. The law does not prevent him to investigate such a case. But he cannot go beyond certain limits, which means he cannot, on his own initiative, summon the chief of division of the land register to take measurements. He must do the research. This is why the law only gives him 48 hours, he does not have much to do, he is not an expert, he cannot summon anyone to provide information to determine the boundaries of a plot. You mentioned that they should in principle contact the wise men of the village who know the boundaries. This is what we refer to here as mihate, in your local language. The mihate are the boundaries that the wise men of the village can show to the OPJ, but concerning plots of land which are recorded in the land register, we will refer to this register, which has competence to inform us on the matter.

Host: After this intervention, dear listeners, we are reaching the end of the first phase of our program, which focused on questions and answers on local justice. We will now start the second phase of our program, which is dedicated to questions and answers on international justice. As the customs dictates, let us take a break by listening to the song Toilia Amani, composed by Congolese musicians. This artist sings about all the nations in the world who strive to achieve peace and fight looting and other human rights violations committed at night and during the day. In addition, many people bit the dust while seeking peace.
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Host: After this musical break, let us continue with our program. We are now starting the second phase dedicated to questions and answers on international justice. The first question in this phase concerns the Congolese Senator, Jean-Pierre Bemba, who has been detained at the International Criminal Court, ICC, for a long time. 

· 5th interviewee: Until when will Jean-Pierre Bemba be detained and when will he be released?
Host: For this question, let us listen to the response of Mr. Emeric Roger, Chief of the Situation Analysis Section, at the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, ICC:

· Jean-Pierre Bemba is indeed in detention in The Hague. He is in provisional detention awaiting trial. The ICC Judges are reviewing the terms of his provisional release on a periodic basis in order to determine whether the reasons justifying his detention are still valid. To date, they have not concluded that he should be released while waiting for his trial to start. In any case, his trial is due to start soon because the date was set for July 5 of this year, huh, 5 July 2010. We will see at the end of his trial, depending on the verdict handed down, whether he should be continue to be detained to serve his sentence or be released.

Host: The last question of our program concerns the International Criminal Court, ICC, itself and how it executes the arrests of criminals at the international level:

· 5th interviewee: What are the ICC’s strategies in order to arrest criminals?

Host: Fatou Bensouda, Deputy Prosecutor in charge of Prosecutions at the International Criminal Court, ICC, responds:
The ICC does not have a police or an army. In all his activities, including the execution of its arrest warrants, it relies on international cooperation, especially from States. According to Article 89 of the Rome Statute, the Court can present a request to any State on the territory of which a [suspected] person is located, along with the documents required under Article 91. In order for this person to be arrested and transferred [to the ICC], it solicits the cooperation of this State for the arrest and transfer of this person. State Parties respond to all requests for arrest and transfer, in compliance with the provisions of the above-mentioned Chapter and with the procedures provided for in their domestic legislation.
*
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Host: You have now heard the eighth program of the series Interactive Radio for Justice, in cooperation with Tayna Community Radio-Television. We sincerely thank you for having listened to us and thank you for having participated by asking questions, but also thanks to all those who accepted to provide answers. We know that you will not fail to share your remarks and suggestions, which can be done by email to radiocomtayna@yahoo.fr or by SMS at 09 90 55 83 40. Also remember that you can follow these programs on www.irfj.org. For further contacts you can also write to us to Tayna Community Radio-Television in Kasugho, Goma. This program was presented by your humble servant, Jean-Pierre Kasare Kamatumo, and produced by Issé Katavali. We hope that you will not miss our next program, next Tuesday from 8:15pm to 8:40pm. Goodbye!

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
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