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Host: Hello and welcome to this eleventh program of the series Interactive Radio for Justice, dedicated to the promotion of human rights, good governance and democracy. To know your rights is an obligation for every citizen. Ignorance of your rights will make you apathetic. All human beings are born equal, have a dignity and rights. They have a conscience, which leads them to behave in a fraternal manner towards one another. This is Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The authorities and the legal practitioners make us (…inaudible…), which is a shame. Never hesitate to claim the respect of your rights. This program will also provide you answers on issues concerning human rights, good governance and democracy. Local, national and international authorities will respond to your questions through this program, which was created just for you, in order to allow everyone to know more about human rights, good governance and democracy. This program is composed of a national phase and an international phase. Richard Goutia is handling the production and Kevin Junior Zackou-Wangui is at the microphone.
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Host: We will quickly go to Waka, and more specifically at Bambari, where the microphone of Saturnin Kusu recorded a question on the birth certificate of children who have to go to school:
· 1st interviewee: Some children do now have birth certificates. What can these families do in order to establish the birth certificate of their offsprings?

Host: Let us hear the response from Mr. Benjamin Tabange, Inspector at the Social Affairs at the Ministry:
· This is a real problem and responsibilities are shared. Because as soon as the child is born there is a prescribed time period during which the child must receive a birth certificate. Unfortunately, parents do not follow the procedure following the declaration of the maternity at the city hall. Then the case can be delayed. And once the time limit has lapsed and expires, you have to recourse to an auxiliary judgment. There are many other causes, huh, such as abandoned children, abandoned by their parents, who have neither a father nor a mother. Concerning those, I believe that the Government put some measures in place in order to allow these abandoned children to get their birth certificates. If these children are in the custody of host organisations, these organisations can bring the case to the city hall of Banyo, before Juvenile Courts, which would allow to quickly deliver birth certificates for these abandoned children. Another problem that we come across at the Social Services is that many men do not take their responsibilities. (…inaudible…) they contest their paternity and when the child is born there is an entire procedure to follow. One must file a case at the Tribunal in order to summon the man to recognise the child or not, which causes many problems. This is why many children cannot have birth certificates and then they get stuck because they always need such a document for registrations, to sit for an exam, etc. So we urge all parents to contact Social Services to try to complete the procedure. We are here to help and in principle there is no obstacle but the lack of compliance with the procedures causes these children to not be declared within the requisite time limit.

Host: Still in Bambari, a question was asked about the sale of a land:

· 2nd interviewee: Today, neighbourhood chiefs or village chiefs require that we give them 10% of the cost of purchase of a land sold within their jurisdiction. What do they do with these 10% and what does the law provide for?

Host: Mr. Nangarera, Chief of Cabinet at the City Hall of Bangui, responds to this question:
· There is no law that authorises chiefs to withhold 10% of the sale of a plot of land. These are bad habits that were preserved from a long time ago. We cannot say that this practice is part of the advantages that they have [as chiefs]. This is not normal. It does not exist [under the law]. But, these chiefs should try to control this practice because many of them went to jail because of these land-related problems, such as sale, withholding of a percentage on the sale, etc. Sincerely, this is not legal and I know what I am talking about. They have no interest in doing so. And if the buyer of the land wants to make such a gift, then there is no issue. But they cannot require anyone to pay any percentage, it is not possible, it is not provided for under the law.

Host: What happens to a woman after her dowry is paid?

· 3rd interviewee: Some men who give a dowry to get married consider their wives as their personal property. What does the law say about this practice so that the ill treatment of wives by their husbands can be stopped?
· My name is Me. Sangil-Mayakundi Marie-Blandine, and I am a lawyer and president of the Association of Women Lawyers for Central Africa. It is simple ignorance, because human beings are sacred. A human being does not have any price; you cannot attach any specific value to a person. When two people want to marry, our Family Code is clear. Our Family Code provides that the dowry is like a pre-condition to the wedding. Therefore, the husband-to-be must pay the dowry for his future bride before the wedding. Why was the dowry implemented? Before, under Ordinance 66, the dowry became obsolete, but I think that people continue this practice of paying a dowry to the family of the wife-to-be because it is in our customs. When the Central African Family Code was drafted, anthropologists and sociologists studied the question of the dowry in Central African society. I think that the population adopted the dowry system to alleviate the burden on parents who took time to raise their daughter and then one day someone comes along to marry her.  Therefore, I think that the parents have to receive an award. It is in this context that the dowry system was implemented. If we reinstated the dowry system it is not as a payment for something we can beat up. I think that because the woman is a human being she is entitled to respect of her personality and to enjoy all her rights. Therefore, she is entitled to respect. But nowadays, if a woman, for whom the husband supposedly paid a dowry, is ill treated, humiliated, insulted, beaten, I think that the law on protection of women is clear on this point. This law severely punishes all types of physical abuse on women, including battery, insults, (…inaudible…); I think the law is clear. And any perpetrator guilty of such acts against a woman can be prosecuted in courts and (…inaudible…).

Host: From Waka we will now go to Bangui, in the capital, where a question was asked about the law on the protection and promoting the rights of handicapped persons.:

· 4th interviewee: I have a question on the law on the protection and promotion of handicapped persons. So far, this law has never been implemented throughout the territory. So I would like to know what is the reaction of the Central African authorities concerning the prompt implementation of this law.
· My name is Antoine George Maxwell (…inaudible…), and I Director of Cabinet for the Ministry of Social Affairs, National Solidarity and Peace. For a law to be applied, we need an implementing decree. This implementing decree was adopted, but we now have to wait for specific technical services to take some decisions. For instance, health services: if the law provides that handicapped persons can benefit from certain advantages in terms of health care, costs, etc, the legal text regulating the payment of fees for health services must be adapted. So, these are little things, and the same thing goes for education. The law also requires that all public building be designed with little footbridges, elevators or ramps to give access to handicapped persons. But you have to know that in order to implement this provision we have to wait for the State to invest in all public buildings of the entire Administration. Therefore, these things will be done but they are also slowed down because of the current economical situation of our country. First of all, the political will is there, which is a big progress, (…inaudible…) and the decree was adopted and signed. So we are now working on this, but it takes time. However, this does not mean that the rights of handicapped persons are infringed upon.
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Host: Thank you to the band (…inaudible…) for Justice for this little break. They interpreted the song, Peace is a Right. Let us now start with the international phase. Mrs. Bensouda, Deputy Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, conducted a work visit in Conakry:
· 5th interviewee: Mrs. Fatou Bensouda, Deputy Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, recently travelled to Guinea to collect information on crimes committed and to determine whether to take the case in case the Guinean jurisdictions did not demonstrate a will to prosecute the perpetrators. Didn’t she put pressure on the Guinean judicial system?
· Hello, my name is Emeric Rogier, I work at the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, I am talking to you from The Hague. I am Chief of the Situations Analysis Section. Indeed, the Deputy Prosecutor, Mrs. Bensouda, travelled to Conakry last February. This visit was conducted in the context of the events of 28 September 2009. This visit was conducted in compliance with the spirit of the Rome Statute, in the sense that the Rome Statute is based on the principle of complementarity. Therefore, the national authorities, the Guinean authorities in this case, who have primary responsibility to investigate and prosecute the crimes falling within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court. So Mrs. Bensouda went to Conakry to discuss the pending procedures in Conakry with the Guinean authorities. There had been preliminary contacts before this visit; we had been informed that an investigation had been launched; therefore the object of the visit was to know more about the progress of this investigation. So this visit was conducted in the context of the principle of complementarity and exemplary cooperation because the Guinean authorities opened their doors us. Since then, a follow up visit was conducted by the Chief of International Cooperation, Mr. Amadi Bah, a few weeks ago. Therefore, the idea is not to put pressure but to cooperate with the national authorities, in order to ensure that the crimes committed on 28 September will not remain unpunished, which is the spirit of the Rome Statute. 
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Host: Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of this program, especially Shalom Alexandre Yakizi, who handed over the microphone to us for this eleventh program. We are convinced that the answers given to your preoccupations on justice, human rights, good governance and democracy satisfied you. Otherwise, we remain available to receive your questions so that we can seek answers from the relevant authorities in various fields, in order to curb any obstacle in the way of the development of human rights. Our duty is to promote human rights, good governance, justice and democracy. Your letters are welcome at rndbangui@yahoo.fr, or you can call 70 17 34 50, with 236 as prefix. You can also follow this program at www.irfj.org. Be careful and pay attention to your rights. Richard Goutia was producing and Kevin Junior Zackou-WAngui was presenting. We’ll hear from you in our next program. Good bye. Ciao.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
