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Host: Welcome to our program in the series, Interactive Radio for Justice. Today, we are presenting you the sixty-eighth program of the series. For those who are hearing us for the time, please know that we receive your questions on justice and strive to seek the appropriate answers from the relevant authorities. In today’s program, we will mostly hear concerns form our various listening clubs. We have received questions from the listening clubs of Aveba, which is over 70 kilometres south of Bunia, in Irumu territory, and from N’Djugu territory we received question from the listening club of Katoni, which is 10 kilometres south-east of Bunia, and from Kilo, 45 kilometres north-west of Bunia. Aside from listening clubs, we also received questions from inhabitants of Bunia. 
The first question is that of a listener of Bunia who wants to know what exactly are the activities of the National Red Cross concerning family reunification.

*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: What are the family reunification activities in place? Among street children, commonly referred to as Sheege, some say they are in the streets because they have been separated from their parents during the war.
· My name is Budzalombo Ferdinand, and I am Provincial Coordinator for the Family Reunification Service in Ituri. 

This service specialises in family reunification. After the war, when you have been separated from your family, you can either be put back in touch through Red Cross messages, or we can initiate a search until your relatives are located. Concerning children under 18, we can reunite them with their families, otherwise we only locate them but in this case (…inaudible…). We have positive results. In September 2010 alone, we disseminated more or less 300 Red Cross messages. In these Red Cross messages we only provide family-related information. If someone finds himself or herself in need, Red Cross services are operational and the door is open to them. In principle children should be part of society. The leaders are there to ensure that. We have already conducted sensitisation campaigns, through which people have learned about this service. We cannot force them; they have to express their needs spontaneously. The service is free of charge. It is free!
· 2nd interviewee: What is the role of the Red Cross in the DRC, as opposed to the ICRC?
· The national society of the Red Cross has two functions. It is a humanitarian organisation and provides public services. Its objective is very well defined. It must prevent diseases and alleviate the population’s suffering. Then it must improve the situation of the most vulnerable people by conducting development activities, management of emergencies and the provision of rescue services.
·  3rd interviewee: Can we expect that the creation of land commissions will promote peaceful cohabitation within the Ituri community?
· My name is Romain Eli Sindani Kabamba Mkul, and I am President of the Land Commission for Ituri.

Peaceful cohabitation is very possible. Each time there was a tribal conflict, both parties always ended up finding peace. Unfortunately, it became a cyclical pattern of conflicts. But the population learned its lessons from all the conflicts that took place and realises that it can manage to live in peace with other ethnic groups, which are different but with whom they can find peace and cohabitate.
· 4th interviewee: We have land conflicts opposing people within the same community: those from Buye and from Zumbe. There are three houses in Zumbe that people from Buye claim is theirs. As a member of the listening club, I’d like to ask the President of the Land Commission what we can do to resolve this.
· In order to reach a consensus, you have to seek the assistance of a third party. The chief of Groupement already played this role and acted as mediator to find a solution. You should not leave him alone in this process. Other persons who live in the same Groupement, in both villages that are fighting over this land, and the chiefs and authorities of the Groupement, as well as neighbouring villages must be informed of the mediation. They have to know whom this land belongs to. There certainly are villages that pretend to ignore who a particular piece of land belongs to and takes advantage of that. The memory of other people can assist in settling this matter and prove the claimant right, or not, and then mediate in order to find a compromise. That way, there will be no winner and no loser, and this is what we want.
· 5th interviewee: We know a locality, Olongwa, where many people live and they do not have enough space to have fields. The neighbouring locality disposes of many plots of land and refuses to let people from Olongwa benefit from it. We end up finding fields in the middle of gold mines and when miners find gold they by the land and dig, which destroys the land. What is the solution for this population to allow their future generations to benefit from the lands of neighbouring localities?
· The lack of land causes certain population to move to other tribal lands of other groups. But from what I understand, those you are talking about belong to the same Groupement. People from the same Groupement are practically from the same family. But since division of land was done by one of the ancestors, the tendency of families is to hold on to what was bequeathed to them through generations. This is a good practice, but when exaggerated it can generate conflicts. In such a case, you have to call all chiefs, Groupements’ chiefs not only of the concerned Groupement, but also neighbouring ones and the Sector chief. The latter will explain how you all belong to the same family. Without such solidarity and help, no one else will help you. Those who possess a lot of land can impose conditions on their land before transferring them, but these conditions must be discussed together with the chiefs of Sector and other Groupements’ chiefs. The solution will certainly be found as soon as a dialogue starts.
Host: Let us take a little break and listen to the song Colonies. In this song, we want to call on the wise men and ask where are the baobabs, where are the big bosses who can help us? Instability and stupidity keeps making the mortality rates go up and people cry.
*
*
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Song
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Host: Thank you for this song. We are continuing with our program, and are now presenting questions asked among our listening clubs during their training here in Bunia. These questions are addressed to the Prosecutor of the Republic to the High First Instance Court for Ituri in Bunia and to the Representative of the Ituri Operational Zone. Finally, we will conclude this program with a question from a listener from Bunia concerning issues she is having with some services.
· 6th interviewee: I’d like to know the difference between harassment and violation of human rights.

Host: Let us listen to the response from the Representative of the Ituri Operational Zone, Lieutenant-Colonel Invo Kwizani.

· There isn’t really any difference because harassment is a breach of the law, and human rights violations also breach the law. But harassment as an offence per se is not yet established. For the offence to be established there must be facts, whether criminal or civil. For human rights violation there is already an offence and you can be prosecuted. When a plaintiff files a complaint in court, for harassment the OPJ must determine the type of harassment concerned. If the offence was committed by a military officer, he must be summoned, and if the offence is criminal the case must be transferred to the Military Auditorat if the army or the police are involved.
· 7th interviewee: When someone harasses other people, he must think he is stronger. We have to show this person that we are stronger and manage to defend ourselves, then who bears the responsibility?
· There is an offence because the person went to harass a peaceful citizen. It is completely normal for the peaceful citizen to defend himself. It is his right. But when it turns into a fight, then it becomes assault and battery, even if nobody is injured. It is normal when you are victim of harassment to go file a complaint. Nobody should take justice in their own hands. The person who harassed you committed the offence in the first place, but the fact that you retaliated with assault and battery makes you liable as well. Justice does not look at who committed the offence first. Both will be held responsible. When the person who harassed the other used a weapon, then it no longer is harassment, it constitutes armed robbery for instance. It is always better to go file a complaint rather than to try to take matters in your own hands.
· 8th interviewee: Could police officers (OPJ) limit themselves to impose fines instead of harassing people and then demanding exorbitant sums of money, up to 500 Dollars?
Host: Mr. Ndeuss, Prosecutor of the Republic to the High First Instance Court for Ituri in Bunia, responds:

· Indeed, concerning some offences, not all, the law requires OPJs to levy fines. It is legal. But there are other subject matters where OPJs are not mandated to levy fines, such as in sexual violence matters. It is forbidden. When the law provides that an offence must be punished either by imprisonment of not more than 6 months, or fine, or both, then the OPJ has discretion to propose, but not require, that you pay a fine. If you refuse, then the OPJ must transfer the case to the Prosecutor’s Office. So, to conclude, yes, the law provides certain offences to be punished by fines.

· 9th interviewee: Is there a way to put an end to this system of cordoning off that consists of placing ropes on the road to check drivers’ documents? This system no longer exists anywhere else.

Host:  Amochiya, Provincial Minister of Transport, Communications and Infrastructures, responds:

· I will assess. I authorised a routine control and all elements to conduct proper checks are in place to verify the documents of truck drivers and motorcycle riders. We only check a sample and we’ll determine whether to authorise the cordoning off or not. So we conducted a feasibility study. The Minister of Transport must assess the state of affairs, whether to authorise the cordoning off of roads or not. Indeed, in other provinces and other countries, they no longer use ropes on the roads. It is archaic and no longer in use. We must follow their model and update our system towards a better way for the state to manage, it would constitute good governance for our partners, who pay taxes, be they either the daily users of the roads, truck drivers, business people, taxi drivers they are all our partners, the privileged partners of the state.

*
*
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Host: It is the end of our program. Thank you for having followed us and for your participation. We hope it was not the last program. This Interactive Radio for Justice series is broadcast in three languages, in French, Kiswahili and Lingala, each Fridays from 7pm to 7:15pm and re-aired on Saturdays from 8:15am to 8:30am and on Mondays from 1pm to 1:15pm. You can also follow this program on the Internet on www.irfj.org. Send your concerns, suggestions or comments by visiting us at the station or write by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr, or by simple mail at Canal Revelation Radio, 54 Blvd of Liberation in the centre of Bunia. For those who live in other parts of the District, you can contact our listening groups who are spread out in all five Territories of the District. They will send us your questions in their reports. Jean-Pierre Kabulabu was presenting. Thank you again for your faithful participation and till next time, goodbye.
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

