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Host: Hello listeners and welcome to this tenth program of Interactive Radio for Justice. You all know it, ignorance of the law is no defence, and it is a clear principle that we keep repeating. However, it is also not easy to understand the language of the law. Legal jargon can sometimes be too impenetrable and can generate situations where citizens are marginalised, which can lead to serious civic disorder. However, when citizens understand legal principles and the functioning of justice, they feel closer to justice and therefore are more likely to resort to justice when needed. Your preoccupations, your concerns on the law, your rights and the judicial system, either local or international, but also the answers provided by national and international authorities - who willingly addressed your concerns - through this program, will create this interactivity, a climate of trust between authorities and citizens they are responsible for. The final purpose is to assist everyone, all citizens, to understand legal principles and the functioning of justice and to better understand and defend their rights. Therefore, do not be shy, speak up and we will act as your spokespersons.

*
*
*

Host: We will now go to Berberati, where our brother Bienvenue Matongo recorded a listener’s idea concerning agreements between Central African authorities and timber exploitation companies.
· 1st interviewee: (…Inaudible…) timber companies do not pay their employees well. We collect scrap wood that we use to provide for our families but the managers of these companies have started burning everything so that we can no longer use it. Isn’t this a grave violation of our rights?

Host: To answer to this question, let us listen to Kusio Simeon, Inspector for Water and Forests of Membele Kadeyi:
· The policy of the Central African Government is very clear: each timber company exploiting in Central African Republic is allowed to leave its scrap at the disposal of the local population who live around the sawmill. However, if some company managers prefer to burn their waste it may be a strategic move on their part. I am referring here to the case of the SEFCA, huh, sorry, SEFOCAD. When I was on mission there last time, the white man in charge told me that this was indeed their strategy, they had to burn their waste because their workers take advantage of available scrap to smuggle actual timber that is meant to be exported. Therefore, he is required, huh, the only solution to eradicate this situation is to burn everything. In the end, we discussed, and the issue is that the population must be patient and get together to manage the disposal of this waste. 

Host: Some married girls, after having received an education, no longer show any interest in the man they married. 

· 2nd interviewee: There are cases of girls who married young and let their husband provide for them, pay for their school fees, and when they finally climb the social ladder with the support of their husbands they end up neglecting them. What does the law provide for in such cases?

Host: To respond to this question, let us listen to Mr. Dophané Sylvain, First Secretary of the High First Instance Court of Berberati.  
· There is no such thing as a law punishing a woman for becoming independent and neglecting her husband. This is a question of morals and behaviour. Our sisters have to understand that women who receive an education and climb the social ladder must not neglect their husbands. These men helped them become what they are today. They have three roles: productive, reproductive, and community. The productive role concerns household activities, such as when a man and his wife wake up in the morning, the wife starts tidying up the room, make the bed, clean up the place, wash the dishes, wash the clothes and prepare coffee. All of these tasks must in principle be shared between them. If the husband leaves the woman do everything she will get tired and grow old fast, which is not a good thing. Therefore, in principle, the development of the couple requires sharing these activities. The reproductive role concerns all income-generating activities to sustain and maintain the household. The community role concerns all religious activities, family activities, such as weddings, funerals, sports events and so on. These compose the community role and all these duties must be shared between husband and wife so that each can contribute to the progress and development of our country. Everyone must contribute for our country to rise from its current state. This is why some men accept to help their wives so that they can also work and be productive for our country, so that our country can rise from the current economic situation it finds itself in.

Host: Has a father the right to disown his own heirs following a dispute with them?

· 3rd interviewee: As his legitimate heir, my father bequeathed a plot of land to me. I built something on that land. After five years he filed a lawsuit against me because of a dispute. Is it possible for a father to disown his heir on the basis of a mere dispute?
Host: The response of Gourna Inus Abdoulaye, Chief of Service of the Social Affairs Department of Berberati:

· We, at the Social Affairs Service, find it difficult to hear such things because it is not appropriate to gain from our children. Recovering what we have given to our children is not the solution, no. What we must do is to advise our children, give them guidance. Disowning them will not put them back on the right path; it is not the solution. Generally, we focus on giving advice, we have to advise and guide children. Our role as parents is to advise our children to follow the right path.

Host: Has a father, who blessed the relationship between a man and his daughter, the right to advise his daughter to reject her husband?

· 4th interviewee: What does the law provide for in the case of a girl who chose, with the blessing of her parents, to live with her husband but after a few years her father suddenly asks his daughter to leave her husband or else he will disown her.
Host: To respond to this question, let us listen to Mr. Lukubu Antoine, Sector Chief for Social and Community Action of Berberati.
· I think that, socially, this is a severe interference with a growing household, in which the couple grows. I’d ask the father if he could rather advise his son-in-law to change his behaviour if he misbehaved. He could call them up and seek to advise them in order to resolve any dispute that may linger and poses problem to the father, so that the husband can fix it and fulfil his father-in-law’s wishes. In principle, we, at the Social Action Dept., do not favour separations or splits within couples, especially not in such a way. Both parties who chose to live together must agree to do so freely, without being pressured by a third party. This is not normal.

Host: We will now take a little break and listen to the song from the band Solidarité Enfants du Monde,
 titled Little Brother from the other end of the World. In this song, children encourage adults to learn how to write them names, and know how to count. Let us now listen to Solidarité Enfants du Monde with Little Brother from the other end of the World.

*
*
*

Song

*
*
*

Host: Here we are now starting international questions. The first question is to know what solutions has the International Criminal Court to manage cases that drag on before its chambers.

· 5th interviewee: We note that cases in progress before the ICC are heavy and progress very slowly. Is the Court aware of the consequences it can have for victims who keep on waiting desperately? Is there a will to make these cases progress?
Host: Let us hear the response from Mrs. Silvana Arbia, at the International Criminal Court:

· This is a very valid question. Judges set a date for the beginning of this trial, which should have indeed started this month but they continue to address preliminary issues, such as admissibility of the case, which was challenged by the Defence. It is normal and adequate that the Appeals Chamber should be heard on such a preliminary question and it was imperative to open the trial after such a question was addressed. Therefore, it was not in the interest of the parties, the victims, or the accused to start a trial in those conditions. So, these are judicial requirements, they are expected and we have (…inaudible…) at the national level who asks a question, which is preliminary, and it must first be decided before the case is examined. This question must be addressed first. This is the reason why the Bemba trial did not start on the day that was originally set for that. However, we have worked really hard towards the preparation of the trial. As you know, the trial will start as soon as this decision is taken and if the decision is that the case is admissible, we will continue and we are already getting ready for that. We are not even waiting for the decision to be rendered, because preparing the trial requires quite a lot of time, it is therefore not too early to start. The Registry has to do a lot of background work, such as the arrival of witnesses, with protection of course, and for everything to start without any glitch, we are working. These activities have neither been suspended nor stopped. People may not know that, they only know the start date for the trial, it is normal, this is what the public is informed about, but if you come to the Court you can see that a lot of things are happening in the background, which will allow us to be completely ready when the trial effectively starts. There are consequences that can happen after the start of the trial, regarding victims who are indeed fragile and sensitive; we also have to think of the positive aspects of these delays. Indeed, if a preliminary issue is addressed at the very beginning, then it avoids problems later on, which would have adverse consequences for victims because the proceedings would have to be suspended in the middle, for instance, or when sufficient evidence has been presented. In that case, a suspension or adjournment would have terrible consequences for victims. But in general, justice takes time. It is never fast. If it was fast, we could never ensure that the rights of the parties and participants are adequately protected. There are rights, fundamental rights, such as the rights of the accused, who is presumed innocent until conviction and until the end of the trial, therefore these rights have to be protected of course. If victims must have rights, victims to whom the Rome Statute granted the right to participate for the first time ever, which is a positive revolution for victims, a new aspect of international law, those rights must be effective. This means that victims have the right to be represented by lawyers during proceedings, that these lawyers are well versed in the system of the Court, familiarised with the procedures at the Court so they can exercise their professional duties adequately. All of this takes time, we cannot do this in one day, it takes time. Justice, as a public service, is a long process, which seems very long but which ultimately finds justification in its outcome, in the well thought-out decisions of the judge, after deliberations, then we can say that justice has been done. This is it; this is what counts at the end. You have to think of that. This is a process, it is not automatic, it is a process that involves a lot of actors, defence counsels, judges, a prosecutor, and a registrar. This is a heavy machine, but necessary. Otherwise, the result could not be called justice. It would be something else.

*
*
*

Host: We are very slowly but surely reaching the end of our tenth program. Many thanks to all those who patiently contributed to this program of Interactive Radio for Justice. We hope that you found answers to the questions you asked. Otherwise, continue to send us your questions and concerns. We are here to assist you, as I told you, to be your conduit to the authorities in charge. Do not forget, a good knowledge of the law and justice is a key to freedom and self-development.

You can reach us by calling 70 17 34 50, or send emails to rndbangui@yahoo.fr. Do not forget that you can also follow this program at www.irfj.org. Take care of yourselves because each day is a life and each life is a right. Your brother Alexandre Shalom-Yakizi was presenting and Richard Goutia was producing. Ciao, and God willing, you will hear us next time.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
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