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Journalist: Hello and welcome to Justice Magazine, a program which examines various events and facts related to justice and which characterise the daily lives of inhabitants of the Kivus. From their live reactions to commentaries and analysis of experts, we have everything to keep you informed live of the current affairs of the region. Justice Magazine is produced by Interactive Radio for Justice, in cooperation with the Goma-based Colombes Radio. This first program will address the decision taken by the mayor of Goma and the Provincial Government of North Kivu to destroy all houses located under the high voltage electricity lines. 

*
*
*

Journalist: First, let us hear what the people of Goma think of that:

· It is a good thing to destroy, because the city must look like a proper city. Also, while people built anarchically the responsibility is not entirely theirs. The State was silent for too long and people took advantage of it. The population also made errors. So, in order to better destroy we have to first find ways to manage those who will end up in the streets, because after having destroyed [their houses] where will these people go? Therefore, responsibilities must be shared. The State must do something and find a way to assist these people and the population must not take this as a serious problem, but must see it as a development issue, because it is their city.

· The mayor of the city, as the authority in charge, should have first prepared the inhabitants and then decide, look for solutions and then at the last minute take the decision after having decided where all these inhabitants would go. But for now [there is no plan].

· What I want to say is, I don’t really know if the mayor of the city will get out of this situation because there are many people who are talking concerning the decision in question.

Journalist: So what is the basis for this decision? Why having waited so many years while so many families lived under this line since the 80s? Has the threat increased in the past years? Rachidi Tumbula, mayor of Goma:

· I think that I am only accountable for my own acts, and before I was mayor of the city I could not take action. But, before becoming mayor, I had already noticed like everybody else that this was going on, etc. I know that this line, which was set up in the years 1983-84, that no construction was supposed to be erected under that line. With time, state’s laxity, and the rebellions that succeeded one another, people started building and thinking that the state no longer existed. There was the FDL rebel group, the FCD and the rebel group of Laurent Nkunda, etc. There were several rebel groups and people thought that the state would no longer take control of the region and they built there. But, the law is sufficiently clear on that and I think I will organise, when I am done I will give you a document that you can copy, which is the law on expropriation and on high voltage lines. Houses built under high voltage lines - the law is very clear on that – nobody can build nor live under these high voltage lines.

Journalist: Over 50,000 households live under these high voltage lines, most of whom are against this decision for reasons explained hereafter by Me. Serafin Muchagaluka, lawyer and adviser of these families and also victim himself of the decision:

· If we have to comply with the decision taken by the local authorities, I think of course that it is not up to me to decide but I do think that it is up to the population. Why do I think the population must decide? Because town hall meetings are being held regularly to take such decisions and if they can attend and express their views it will be best. However, what I’d like to say is to recommend to the local authorities to check what grave consequences could result from the displacement of the population. Because they will take this decision arbitrarily, (…inaudible…) just before construction, and then when the consequences [of displacement] will be felt they will be the ones running after aid grants from various places. Therefore, they should check before taking such decision whether there could be adverse consequences. This is what I think. But, as far as I can tell, I spoke with the concerned population recently and they were saying that they are not ready to be displaced, they’d rather stay there and move the high voltage line because this line serves absolutely no purpose. If it transports power, it is power that is not provided on a regular basis, and it is not because the mayor declares on the radio (…inaudible…) in these lines, because the power that was meant to be distributed is no longer distributed [via those lines]. On the one hand, the law strictly forbids building under the high voltage line, but if we go back in time we will see that the line was set up after the population was settled. This means that plots of land had already been distributed to certain individuals, who of course were going to build their houses there.

Journalist: This issue of high voltage also concerns the Provincial Representatives of North Kivu. Let us listen to an extract of their interventions during a plenary session dedicated to oral questions addressed to the Provincial Governor:

· So you will understand that this is a danger we are all aware of, but not only for those who live within the 30 metres radius of the line, but for everyone in the more or less 100-metre radius. In my capacity of economist trained in a prestigious university, I’d like to ask what will we win? So what I propose is, instead of moving people, let us move the line! Let us move the line! [Cheering]. Mr. President, on this issue I will join the scientific lobby rather than go for a political decision. I’d like to finish, Mr. President. What I would like is for us to move this line to a less dangerous location, (…inaudible…) you can find a spot in the park where to put this high voltage line. I would like to inform you that President Kabila, yes I mean the President, President Kabila had already designed a spot, which is here in order to delocalise the centre. And I can tell you that most of the fixtures that are there are easily removable. Therefore, I would propose that before destroying everything we should create a commission that would examine the costs of moving this line, which is not only dangerous for those living in the 30-metre radius but also for the entire road, so if it breaks, even someone who is driving his jeep on the road will fall victim [of this line]. Instead of maintaining such a danger to the population, let us take the reasonable decision. The responsible thing to do is to move the cabin. Commissioner Sheku Tumbula.

Journalist: The Governor’s reaction, Julien Paluku:

· The issue of the high voltage line concerns many people. I believe that, as I often say, we have to be politicians and statesmen, and we have to objectively analyse this question. I received a scientific analysis telling me that when lava comes out of the crater it is at 3,000 degrees. If such high voltage cables were to fall, each one of them heats up to 5,000 degrees. You can assess the difference yourself between what you can imagine the 3,000 degrees of the lava to feel like when it exits the crater. When it reaches Goma it no longer is at 3,000 degrees because of the distance it has covered since it exited from the crater. A cable that would fall on a house, a plot, a neighbourhood, carrying 5,600 Kilovolts, corresponding to at least 5,000 degrees, you can only imagine the damage this would cause. What we need to think about is this: should we leave these people live there, running the risk of letting them burn to death and then we’d be put on the spotlight and asked what we did to prevent that. Knowing what we know, should we continue to say that in the name of the upcoming election we should leave this population live under this constant threat? This is what it comes down. As I mentioned earlier, a politician must also be a statesman in order to be able to determine what will happen tomorrow.
Journalist: We are taking a break and will resume by going to the Campus of the University of the Lake in order to meet the engineer Jean-de-Dieu Sebou Djangoué, who is in charge of the professional apprenticeship at the Superior Institute of Applied Technologies, which is an institution that trains technicians in industrial electricity and mechanics, among other specialties.

*
*
*
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Journalist: In addition to dangers such as lava in case of volcanic eruption, are there any additional risks the population is running under normal circumstances? We asked this question to Jean-de-Dieu Segou Djjangoué, who is in charge of professional apprenticeship at ISTA, Superior Institute for Applied Technologies, in Goma:
· Indeed, this can pose a danger. From the technical perspective, if you look at how a high voltage line functions, it is a real danger. First of all, high voltage lines carry very high voltage. This means that, since it is alternating power, the variations can induce power in any conductive element that finds itself near this field, the magnetic filed created by this power. Since the human body is very conductive of power, this means that any human body exposed to this field will conduct the induced power. Therefore, this power can also alter the body, human tissue. If we look at the practical aspect, without looking at the economic aspect, we can think of moving the high voltage line towards uninhabited areas. We could also think of decreasing the voltage in order to distribute power to the population. If you look at, or rather consider, the financial aspects, moving the line would be very expensive. This is why moving the population would be more efficient than destroying these lines. All I can say is that if we consider moving the population it will lead to many financial problems, everyone thinks that they cannot find resources to build a new house elsewhere or to acquire a new plot of land. But we also have to look at the future consequences on children who are born over there. Cells decay naturally over time but these children are exposed to potential psychological problems in the future so I would advise them to try to understand the situation and to try to evacuate this area as soon as possible.

Journalist: Justice Magazine continues; high voltage lines issues continue to generate debate in Goma and all households living under the high voltage line have to be evacuated. Has the State come up with a contingency plan in order to relocate these people to another site? Let us hear the mayor of Goma:

· Of course, we held two or three meetings with them and we suggested that if they accepted to voluntarily leave, there is already a site that is provided for. The Minister, huh, the TPI already planned, together with the land register’s office, identified a plot of land. If they accept to leave voluntarily, we will give them these plots. But let me remind you that the law provides that they must leave, evacuate without receiving damages. I only execute the law; I am not legislator, contrary to the Representatives. They create the law, and we apply them. Now, even those who created these laws, those who enacted these laws, are contravening with the terms of their own laws. I simply execute the law and I don’t think I can be condemned for executing a law of the Republic.

*
*
*

Journalist: We are now reaching the end of our first program of the series Justice Magazine, produced by Interactive Radio for Justice in cooperation with the Goma-based Colombes Radio. Your comments and suggestions are welcome on 081-019-92-76 or 085-31-11-945. This program is also available on the Internet on www.irfj.org (repeat). My name is Abdon Manengu Mbengala, and it was my pleasure to be with you. The engineer Romain Sonkuba was in charge of the sound. Good bye.
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
