 27 September 2010

Justice Magazine 

10th program

25 September 2010
A program of Canal Revelation, Bunia

An Interactive Radio for Justice Production
Journalist: Dear listeners, here we are again, in the tenth program of this series, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. As we always said, in this series, we usually discuss issues related to human rights violations and problems faced by the population to access justice. 

In today’s program we will speak of the problems caused by the presence of military elements among Ituri civilians. What does the Ituri population think of this problem, especially in relation to their security and the integrity of their property? What do the military authorities think of unruly military elements and of the deterrent effect the military has on residual armed groups? 

To discuss this topic, Justin Joel managed to contact the President of the Military Garrison Court of Ituri in Bunia, Major Innocent Mayembe Sangala, who justifies military actions conducted outside the military barracks; the President of the Civil Society, Me. Jean-Bosco Lalo, who suggests that the new Colonel of the Operational Zone of Ituri should dismantle road blocks that are prone to harassment of the civilian population by the military and to favour military discipline. Finally, the elected Provincial Representative for Irumu Territory, Mr. john Tinanzabo, who demands that military elements be kept in barracks regardless of the requirements of the Operational Zone of Ituri in order to improve security in the city of Bunia.

This program is presented by Didyne Uweka, and edited by Samy Ufoy.
*
*
*

Journalist: Before going any further, let us listen to a small role-play performed by the hosts of Canal Revelation Radio.

· Woman shouting – man being beat up
· [1st Young man] I am tired, I have enough of what is going on in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Today we heard that there was an armed robbery at Bigo. Yesterday, it was in Sayio. What sort of life is that!

· [2nd Young man] You are right to complain, my friend. Do you think that our military is responsible for such mischief? No, I do not think so; let us not rush into accusations. For now, the police and the Operational Zone are cooperating and working together with United Nations agencies. Outlaws exist and they have to be prevented from committing any more harm.

· [1st Young man] I have a solution. I’d like for all our military to be in barracks. This would limit confusion since it has become difficult to distinguish between the good and the bad military. What do you think?

· [2nd Young man] It is a good idea, and in fact, the United Nations Development Program had thought about this and initiated some project. But where does it stand? It really is a good initiative. Our authorities will maybe support this very good initiative, and the question we must ask is now concerning the payment of their military rations.

· [1st Young woman] I am the wife of a military and I believe that our husbands are often considered as thieves but it is often not the case. There are armed crooks who hide among the population and run their operations. I have never seen my own husband harass anyone on his path, but of course there are good and bad military elements. This depends on their original level of education.

· [2nd Young woman] You mentioned basic level of education; my impression is that our military never received basic education. They are really arrogant and weird; they should be contained in barracks.

· [1st Young woman] What! So you think they just fell from the sky? Some of our soldiers are well educated, including my husband. He is the best. Military elements can sometimes be arrogant, and given their living conditions, they keep watch all night long and for a very meagre salary, but they are actually in charge, and they love their wives a lot.

· [2nd Young man] Ladies, it is normal for the military to be arrogant. They react differently from the civilian population. They are trained to fight, so we have to understand their ways.

· [2nd Young woman] The Government must play its part, pay salaries and set up barracks. It is best for our military.

· [1st Young man] We have to contact the authorities in order to get an explanation. Good bye my friends and maybe one day everything will be better in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Journalist: We roamed around the streets of Bunia and collected some questions from inhabitants of Lipri, Aveba and Bunia concerning the military/civilian cohabitation.

· I think that the military asks too much money to the population. We are not too thrilled by that.

· I think that the presence of the military among the population is a good thing. The military protects civilians and their property. But when the military starts extorting civilian properties, then their presence becomes harmful.

· It depends, if military elements do not harass the civilian population then there is no problem, but if such military elements excel in harassing the population it constitutes an abuse.

· Military presence among the civilian population is not desirable. In principle, the military should be contained in barracks. Therefore, the presence of the military among the population is not good. 

* Justice Magazine *
Journalist: The President of the Civil Society, Mr. Jean-Bosco Lalo, wishes that all roadblocks be dismantled in order to curb harassment of the Ituri population. 

· This is an ongoing problem, because we cannot conceive how armed military elements can live in civilian neighbourhoods without any problem. UNDP remedied the situation. A camp was built in N’Djugu, there is Ndromo camp, but we are worried that this camp is not sufficient to house all the military, but that’s where they should be. We think that as long as we fail to do this, the population will be in danger.

Journalist: You really think this cohabitation in Bunia city poses a security problem?

· Yes, in fact, this is what we say, because we think it poses a security problem in the city of Bunia. We cannot say that it concerns all the military, some are honest and their presence in neighbourhoods in fact provides a sense of security, but we often see the opposite whereby the presence of military elements in other neighbourhoods causes insecurity. Soldiers and caporals who are randomly distributed in various neighbourhoods constitute a source of insecurity. Currently, we are cooperating well with the operational zone, but we resent the fact that some of our observations, which have been made for a while, are never implemented. Let me give an example: take the case of military elements who stand on the side of the road and harass the population. We would like for the current commander to have a firmer grip and handle such situations. He would be more popular if this situation was remedied. They want coffee, cigarettes, whatever, but this is not encouraging the military. Military elements have their rations already, so I think we must help them to overcome this problem so they can be exemplary. 

Journalist: The Representative John Tinanzabo Zeremani also promotes the containing of military elements in barracks. He says that it could improve security in Bunia city.

· Yes, you know, a military element carries weapon. When someone carries a weapon, which is an object that could take a life at any time, a military element is a person who can be potentially dangerous. The Ituri population has never been hostile to the army. But, it so happens that when military elements are randomly roaming around, and engage in abuses such as extortion, theft, which are perpetrated by these uncontrolled military elements, it increases insecurity. This is why it is totally recommended, and the rest of the world has taken such measures, military elements never had to live with the population; they always lived in their camps and when they have to leave their camps it is in conformity with specific orders that regulate them. This is why today, in Bunia city, we notice many cases of insecurity and one of the reasons, but not the least of them, is the presence of the military among the population.

Journalist: The population would like to see them put in barracks but the position of the operational zone for now is that the barracks built by UNDP do not meet all requirements necessary to welcome all military elements.

· No, I think, huh, my way of thinking is different. You indeed mentioned the Operational Zone, when we are conducting operations we are conducting operations and not enjoying free time or going about our own business. We saw the same when the Blue Helmets were here, during their operations they were living in the same conditions as what UNDP provided for. So what would prevent the Congolese, who should have an interest in ensuring the security of their citizens, from making those sacrifices in order to stay in those barracks and thereby contributing to the reduction of insecurity and better managing uncontrolled elements. I think we cannot continue to encourage the presence of military elements in the city. The military must be in their barracks and from there they can be better controlled by their authorities. Indeed, we cannot ensure that all soldiers who are randomly disseminated across the city are well controlled. They are not shielded from potential covetousness and temptation, and some neighbourhood crooks can actually make deals with them to access their weapons in order to commit abuses here and there.

Journalist: As Representative, you are in charge of the Executive. What do you recommend, what actions can be taken to resolve this problem? 

· I think the authorities of the Operational Zone are listening to what I am saying. It is the point of view of the authority in charge of the Executive. When we, Representatives, notice flaws here and there, we raise our voices in order for those concerned to take the necessary measures. We correct their ways. The Executive is listening to us. We were absent and have received a lot of complaints from the population concerning security. We had in fact noted an increase in insecurity in Bunia city. Since the accession of Priest Bouly, there was piece in Bunia city, but now we notice that insecurity is on the rise. Much like civil society, we also note that one of the factors of insecurity is the dissemination of military elements among the population. You know, sometimes when I travel inside the District, I feel like I am not in my own country or I end up in the jungle. You will see rocks on the road and wood sticks on the other side and when you look up, you see a military element coming down to ask you for money. I recognise that the military struggle to survive. It is true, but when they set up a system of ransoms, which is well organised in a hierarchy going all the way up to their platoon or section commanders – this happens, we have conducted investigations – so it can happen that a military element is in need and when he asks a passer-by for something, this is not an offence. Unfortunately, we notice that they have turned this into a requirement. We therefore reiterate our request that commanders of the Operational Zone manage this situation, in order to avoid that Government military elements act like rebels. This is not normal. We think that the commandment of the Operational Zone should clean up their act in order to avoid abuses of military elements in all ranks.

*
*
*

Justice Magazine 
An Interactive Radio for Justice Production

*
*
*
Journalist: Major Innocent Mayembe talks about the behaviour of the military among the population. He underlines that these are first and foremost trained for combat.

· First of all, the presence of the military among the Congolese civilian population should not worry them because we know that their primary mandate is to secure the civilian population and their property. If the population expresses concern today, we know that it is the result of accusations and blunders that were attributed to uncontrolled elements. Much like in any other society, we also have black sheeps, but it is not all of them! We also have elements who uphold a sense of integrity, such as the Number One in the District’s Armed Forces, Chief of Staff and Colonel (…inaudible…), whose background and experience are very laudable. We also have the Number One of the Congolese Police, Colonel Juvenal Bideko, who is an officer with a lot of integrity. We also have the Military Auditor who is an example of good discipline; the Brigade Commander, etc. Bad military elements are being put down by way of our military justice, the Sword of Justice. They can be sentenced to heavy prison terms, you can go see at the prison, where some serve 20-year sentences, life, death sentence, 10, 15 years, 5 years, 12 months. They are all there. Go to the Central Prison and you will see them. The civilian population of Ituri must contribute to denouncing them. What is true is that military elements cannot move from A to B without an authorisation of movement, which must be signed and define the time of departure and the time of return, as well as a valid justification. Rambling is forbidden by law, which is why you may come across ranks of military with red arm bands. These constitute the Military Police, also referred to as MPs, ‘Mike Papa’. The role of the Military Police is to arrest uncontrolled military elements, those who are found rambling, those who do not have an authorisation of movement, deserters and other military elements who harass the civilian population. There are disciplinary sanctions that can be imposed on the platoon, company or battalion commanders who do not manage to control the soldiers under their command. Because soldiers are not randomly located, they are assigned to specific zones. You will understand, Mr. Journalist, that we also face infrastructure problems, you know that many sites are still under construction. For instance, go to Aupas and you will see that military barracks are being built by UNDP. The same goes in Rwampara. Go to N’Djugu. Many projects are underway in order to contain military elements in barracks, because military elements are trained to wage war, they were trained to fight the enemy and to fight with weapons which can cause death. They are people who are constantly exposed to extreme danger, death. As such, they have reactions that are quite different from that of civilians. At any moment they can launch an attack or respond in self-defence, attack-defence, etc., which entails that their behaviour might not be understood by the civilian population, their way of talking, of reacting. This is why they have to be contained in barracks from which they cannot depart without authorisation from their hierarchy and without weapon and generally in civilian clothes, or if with military attire they must have an authorisation and wear a specific attire. It is not normal to find a military element walk around on his own and with a weapon. In such case, he must be uncontrolled. Concerning the issue of peaceful cohabitation between civilians and the military, please note, Mr. Journalist, that military elements are also trained in instruction centres and are taught conviviality, good manners, courtesy, huh, gallantry towards women, elegance, courteous speech, civilised manners. Therefore, a military element is someone who is not necessarily noticeable when he is dressed in civilian clothes. He is always vigilant concerning the security of persons and their property and they keep a watchful eye on residual armed groups in Ituri. Military elements, even when in civilian clothes, ensure that the enemy does not infiltrate, ensure that destabilisation operations are not launched under their command, and they denounce, inform their hierarchy in order for higher authorities to take adequate measures. So, Mr. Journalist, the ideal situation would be, in my view, for the military to remain contained in barracks. But we are all Congolese; let us not consider the FARDC military as foreigners coming from another country. They are in their country. This is what I wanted to tell you, Mr. Journalist. We have to accompany our army, the civilian population must accompany its army until the issue of barracks in resolved, thanks to measures being taken at higher levels. 

Journalist: Thank you, Major.

· I thank you, Mr. Journalist.

Host: This is the end of this tenth program of Justice Magazine program, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. We sincerely thank the President of the Military Garrison Court of Ituri in Bunia, Major Innocent Mayembe Sangala, Representative John Tinanzabo Zeremani, elected to represent Irumu Territory, and the President of the Civil Society, Jean-Bosco Lalo, for having accepted to respond to questions of the civilian population concerning the problems caused by the presence of military elements among civilians.

It is easy to write to us, simply send your mail at Canal Revelation Radio, on Blvd of Liberation, across from Bunia city tribune, or by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr. You can follow us on the Internet, by typing www.irfj.org. This program was presented by Didyne Uweka, produced by Justin Joel and Richard Pituwa, with editing performed by Samy Ufoy. Till next time, may peace with you.
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