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Host: Hello listeners and welcome to this ninth program of Interactive Radio for Justice. Ignorance of the law is no defence, it is a clear principle. However, it is not easy to understand the language of the law, which can be cryptic and can generate situations where citizens are marginalised, which can lead to serious disorder. However, when citizens understand legal principles and the functioning of justice, they feel closer to justice and therefore are more likely to resort to justice when needed. Your preoccupations, your concerns on the law, your rights and the judicial system, either local or international, but also the answers provided by national and international authorities, who willingly addressed your concerns, through this program, will create this interactivity, a climate of trust between authorities and citizens they are responsible for. The final purpose is to assist everyone, all citizens, to understand the functioning of justice and to better understand and defend their rights. Therefore, do not be shy, speak up! Five, four, three, two, one, zero and here we go!

*
*
*

Host: Dear listeners, we request your full attention for this program, which is very special. It will be exclusively dedicated to the 10th anniversary of the International Court, which was celebrated recently in Kampala, Uganda. [Editor’s note: information in CAR, in the general press, was incorrect on this point – in truth the Kampala conference maked the 8th year of the ICC]. Lessons were learnt. This event was of interest to some young people of Bangui who came to us to know more about it on the development of this international jurisdiction.
· 1st interviewee: The ICC celebrates ten years of operation. What assessment can we make? Can we say that international justice has progressed? Can we really say that deterrence of international crimes has been achieved? What are the future plans of the ICC?

Host: To answer to this question, let us listen to the President of the States Parties of the International Criminal Court, Mr. Christian Wenaweser.
· I think we can, without a doubt, talk about important progress of international criminal justice. We now have 111 States Parties. We have a functioning court and we no longer have general impunity but the focus has shifted to individual responsibility.

Host: The second interviewee wants to know what the Rome Statute brings to the functioning of the International Criminal Court.

· 2nd interviewee: The International Criminal Court celebrates, in Uganda, its ten years of existence. As the opening of the Bemba trial is nearing, many questions were raised. Can we say that the Rome Statute allows the Court to function?

Host: Mr. Wenaweser comes back to us with additional elements of response:
· Indeed, we decided, during the conference - in fact, before the beginning of the conference - that no, we should not change the Rome Statute; that the Rome Statute, in its current state, allows the Court to exercise its mandate. There certainly are procedural glitches and delays, but in order to address these problems we do not need to change the Statute but simply modify procedures and adapt the practice of the Court.

Host: While the ICC celebrates its ten years, a Turkish humanitarian fleet was attacked by the Israeli army.

· 3rd interviewee: The ten-year anniversary of the International Criminal Court coincides with the much-criticised massacres by the Israeli Army of members of the Turkish humanitarian fleet. Today, can we really say that the International Criminal Court plays its role of international justice?
Host: Mr. Christian Wenaweser:

· The legal and juridical analysis of this situation is a little complex, but it seems that this is a case where the ICC would not have jurisdiction because it is an act, which was not committed on the territory of a State who joined the Court. This is something that people have to understand: in the current situation, this Court does not have universal jurisdiction. We are trying to reach universality but we are not yet there.

Host: What is the status of states’ cooperation after ten years of International Criminal Court?

· 4th interviewee: Is the ICC satisfied with States’ cooperation? What can it suggest regarding States that have not yet become parties?
Host: Let us listen, again, to the answer of Mr. Christian Wenaweser, President of the Assembly of States Parties to the International Criminal Court:
· In principle, States’ cooperation with the Court has been good. We must clearly distinguish between states that have joined, that have become states parties of the ICC, to the Rome Statute, from those that are not. States that have not yet joined the Court have no judicial obligation to cooperate. However, we can certainly improve States’ cooperation, especially concerning arrests.

Host: The last interviewee wants to know whether the International Criminal Court can also impose provisional measures:

· 5th interviewee: Can the ICC also order provisional measures in States Parties where there is total chaos? Or should it first be seized?
Host: To answer, let us listen to Mr. Emeric Rogier:

· Hello, my name is Emeric Rogier, Chief of The Analyst Section at the Office of the Prosecutor. The ICC does not intervene in chaotic situations per se, it intervenes when crimes falling within its jurisdiction - such as genocide, crimes against humanity, or war crimes – when such crimes appear to have been committed in a given country. Then, how can it intervene? It can indeed be seized by the State concerned or by another State party to the Statute. It can also intervene, the Prosecutor can intervene, on the basis of a referral from the United Nations Security Council. But the Prosecutor also has the possibility to intervene on his own initiative, which is what happened in Kenya recently, he can open an investigation on his own initiative. To do so he must first obtain the authorisation of the Pre-Trial Chamber, which he obtained in the Kenya situation.

*
*
*

Host: We are very slowly but surely reaching the end of our ninth program, Interactive for Justice. Many contributed to its success. We therefore want to thank them for the time they took to allow us all to know a little more about law and justice. Continue to send us your questions, comments and suggestions. We expect them. And the relevant authorities are available to respond to your questions. 

You can reach us by calling +236 70 17 34 50, or send emails to rndbangui@yahoo.fr. You can also follow this program at www.irfj.org. Do not forget, knowledge of our rights and of the law allows us to be free and happy. Take care of yourselves because each day is a life and each life is a right. Your brother Alexandre Yakizi-Shalom was presenting and Richard Goutia was producing. Ciao, bye bye.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
