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Journalist: We are delighted to meet again for this ninth program, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In this series, we usually discuss issues related to human rights violations and problems faced by the population to access justice. 

In this ninth program, we will address land disputes in Ituri. 

This program is presented by Didyne Uweka, and produced by Martin Wanicha. 

- Justice Magazine is a production of the Interactive Radio for Justice project -
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Journalist: Before starting, we are offering you to listen to actual land issues, stemming essentially from ignorance of land laws, and reproduced by this theatre band IYV, Ituri Youth Voices:

· [Young man] Sighs – Oh God, everything spreads so fast: no house, no field, no pastures! We hear that one of the causes of the Ituri conflict is related to land disputes. I need land to build my future. I would like to build a large city, a large house and, next to it, set up a large can production company. 

· Laughs – The fish from Kasenyi, tomatoes from Katoto, and what about bilibo? Who owns this land? Who owns this parcel? Who do I need to address my queries to? Should I ask the village chief? The neighbourhood chief? the city chief? Or should I see the Territory administrator? Or even, a high official of the military police? Ah, who could help me? 

· [Young man] Sir! Sir! Excuse me? Hello.

· [Man] Yes, hello, how are you?

· [Young man] Yes, How are you?

· [Man] I’m ok.

· [Young man] Huh, I see that your shirt bears something that says “land disputes” and would like to know: are you some sort of campaigner?

· [Man] Chuckles – I would say yes and no. No because I am not. Yes, because I was lucky enough to partake in a seminar and training organised by RCN, with the theme: “Here are my land-related problems, what does the law say?”.

· [Young man] “Here are my land-related problems, what does the law say?”?

· [Man] And during this training we learnt how to acquire a plot of land; what authorities are mandated to administrate lands; what constitutes an offence in land matters; and how can land disputes be resolved amicably.

· [Young man] Really?

· [Man] Yes!

· [Young man] How to resolve land disputes amicably?

· [Man] Chuckle
· [Young man] Thank you sir. I think that now you can help me. I would like to introduce myself. My name is Jean-Claude Atamaratina, and own industries in Ituri [Lingala]

· [Man] Chuckle – It is good to get to know you. My name is Mateso and I a famer on this land.

· [Young man] Mateso?

· [Man] Yes, Mateso. What can I do for you?

· [Young man] Ah really? Ok. I just wanted to ask something: Let’s say someone needs a plot of land to settle…

· [Man] Yes?

· [Young man] Such as, to build a house, to have a field or pastures, etc., I would like to know to which authority I should address my queries?

· [Man] Chuckle – This is an excellent question. What you first have to know is that the land and the underground belong to the State.

· [Young man] The land and the underground?

· [Man] The underground belongs to the State. Only the Congolese State can own it.

· [Young man] Ok.

· [Man] Since you are talking to me about land, you have to know that State land is divided in two.

· [Young man] In two?

· [Man] In two: Public land and private land.

· [Young man] Well, I never heard of that.

· [Man] When you hear about public land, it means that public services are dispensed from that land.

· [Young man] Public?

· [Man] Such as roads, cemeteries, football fields, administrative buildings, etc. One cannot sell these lands. Anything that does not fall in the public domain is considered private. For instance, the land we are on, if you want you can own some of it!

· [Young man] Oh really?

· [Man] Yes!

· [Young man] Really? You are saying that this is private land?

· [Man] Yes, private land.

· [Young man] And what about my village, is it private or public land?

· [Man] I am not finished yet, my friend. Let me continue, Mr. Jean-Claude. Private lands are made of two groups: rural and urban lands.

· [Young man] Mwa Mananga Ye! Mwa Mananga Ye! And now I will listen to you very carefully, sir!

· [Man] About urban lands, you have to remember that they are made of two groups: registered housing estates and non-registered and undivided land, surrounding the city.

· [Young man] Oh really! What a surprise! What does registered housing estates mean?

· [Man] Simply that by creating housing estates, the department of housing administers the city planning, such as (…inaudible…), roads, water networks, cemeteries, football fields, market places, etc. And when you hear about registered plots, this means that plots of land are recorded by the land register, which assigns them a number, such as SU1489, which refers to registered land.

· [Young man] Ah! This is what registered housing estates are?

· [Man] Yes! It is that simple!

*
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Journalist: We roamed around the streets of Bunia. On the question of how to acquire plots of land, let us listen to the various opinions we have collected:

· I have to contact the city chief, who will direct me to the appropriate authority.

· First of all, in order to figure out what to do I have to inquire with the chief of avenue. Then with the neighbourhood chief and finally the city chief. If I still have no answer, then we can go to the Tribunal or the Prosecutor’s Office because the law says that the land belongs to the State.

· I own a plot of land. I acquired it by cultivating lands, which allowed me to buy a plot. That plot caused me some troubles. I exposed by concerns to the chief of avenue.

· I would ask the land register’s office for a plot of land. I think that’s how it should be done.

Journalist: Since land issues are quite prevalent in Ituri, various actors, and various national and international organisations have intervened in various areas in order to prevent, sensitize and amicably resolve land disputes in Ituri. We contacted some of the people in charge of these national and international NGOs.

RCN-Justice and Democracy Citizen Network, an international NGO of Belgian jurists launched a program to sensitize the Ituri population on land laws. This is what will explain to us Mr. Augustin Kangamina, who is in charge of this NGO. He was interviewed by Richard Pituwa.

· RCN-Justice and Democracy is an international Belgian NGO, which works mostly in the areas of justice and democracy. RCN means Citizens Network. To explain a little, RCN-Justice and Democracy arrived in Ituri in 2004 and specialised on land issues since 2006.

Journalist: So you just said that the land disputes project started in 2006. Why launch a land dispute projects?

· Why land disputes? In 2004, RCN-Justice and Democracy initiated a justice rehabilitation program in Ituri, on which we worked for 18 months. We essentially provided support to judicial services. At the end of April 2006, we interrupted this program due to lack of financing – we were funded by the European Union. We came back in 2006, in August, thanks to UN-HCR funding. In order to avoid duplication of programs, RCN extended its activities to land disputes. And as many of you know, one of the causes of the Ituri conflict was related to land disputes.

Journalist: So, there are many aspects to the issue of land disputes in Ituri. Concerning the current project, how to envisage its practical implementation? What is it?

· Our project is called “prevention and management of land disputes in Ituri.” This means that we cover a broad spectrum; we start with prevention and then try to support the management of land disputes. We cover the entire spectrum of land issues.

Journalist: What is your target?

· We started in 2006, so let me track back. We received funding from HCR, as I said earlier. Our program was more geared towards providing legal support in land matters for displaced persons and war returnees. After this program completed, we initiated the program called “prevention and management of land disputes” with the support of the European Union. This program had three objectives: first, to provide institutional support; second, to provide support to civil society members; and third to promote cooperation between the population and the authorities.

Journalist: Do you think that land issues in Ituri are still prevalent in Ituri? Their importance?

· I know that land disputes are still quite acute here in Ituri. Everytime we get to the office, the land commission’s office, there are always 15 to 17 cases, new cases, to enter into the record. We have also run some statistics at the office of land register - that people can have easy access to – and recorded the amount of litigation suits filed. The number is quite high and they are always overwhelmed with land issues. Not only here in Bunia but everywhere we are, either in Aru, Mahagi or N’Djugu. As we get involved, it get people more and more interested and they present their problems to us, which we cannot necessarily solve right away. Our concern with these sensitisation campaigns is to help the population develop their knowledge of the law. We consider that the law should always be the point of reference, so that people avoid serving justice themselves and creating their own rules. We should all refer to the laws we have voted for in the Constitution, the law that regulates our land. If the game has rule, it will somewhat decrease the potential for land disputes.

Journalist: The NGO Akina Amani Network conducted investigations on land disputes in two territories. They drew a report, which we have studied to know the outcome and impact of land disputes in Ituri after this investigation.

· My name is Emile Ndele Arugapotanzi , and I am coordinator of the Akina Amani Network in Irumu, in Bunia.

Journalist: Your organisation conducted investigations in two territories, in N’DJugu and Irumu, and you discovered that there were still serious land disputes in Ituri. What are the main causes of these land disputes in Ituri, according to your investigations?

· The causes of land disputes are complex. There is more than one cause. If we look at isolated areas - and since the war, there are many isolated areas, people were displaced, they fled to other places for their safety – today these populations have difficulties reaching their former villages. All these people who used to live in those remote areas are displaced, in addition to others who did not live in remote areas and who are also displaced. Displaced people are therefore having difficulties returning to their villages. They settled in places where people already live and they now occupy their lands so it creates problems. Also, this population they have settled with sometimes are also people who left their places of origin to move away. Now, everyone is attempting to return to their former residence, which causes problems. The issue of displacement, the difficult return of displaced people is therefore one of the root causes of the Ituri conflict.

Journalist: How do you qualify land disputes in the two territories where you conducted investigations?

· Yes, land disputes have been classified and the category where we find the largest number of disputes are disputes over licences. As I said earlier, there are isolated areas in many chiefdoms, or collectivity, such as N’Djugu or Irumu. These places are so isolated that these people feel deprived, they cannot return there. Cattle breeders can no longer take care of their cattle and farmers feel very frustrated with cattle breeders, which prevent them from fully enjoying the land they used to fully benefit from before. In addition, we have to add administrative divisions, which are everywhere, in N’Djugu as well as in Irumu, where administrative borders cause problems. We have recorded 20 border disputes in various localities, 21 border disputes at groupements level, 29 border disputes at the collectivity level, 1 border dispute at the territory level. This is only in N’Djugu territory. If you go to Irumu, you will find that the number increases.

Journalist: Land disputes in Ituri have involved almost all communities. Do you have any recommendations to make on the basis of your investigation?

· What we can say is that land disputes in Ituri must attract the attention of the state authorities so that they can get involved in the search for solutions, as all kinds of land disputes must be curbed as much as possible. Land laws should also be simplified and better advertised. For instance, when an incident arises, even as between individuals, we always end up making it a community matter, so that any interpersonal issue becomes a community problem, which really should not be that way. There is also a high level of impunity in the region. Not only in the region in fact, but in the country. This means that even when perpetrators could have been sanctioned, nothing has been done, or what was done was too late. This contributes to worsen the situation for the entire community.

Journalist: Mr. Fidele Romain Eli Sindani Kabamba Mkul is President of the Land Commission of Ituri. He recommended that some solutions be adopted by Iturians.

· At some point, the local and national administration will have to be able to agree on a well-defined farming policy and a well thought-out land policy. Of course, land policies should take into account population density and wherever the population is sparse, the State may have to displace some people, on a voluntary basis of course. In Ituri, we know that the people have a passion for the land. It is very difficult to as any Iturian to leave his land to go live in another village, even in Ituri. We are all alive on this Earth, but it will at some point engulf us. The space we are fighting over today will outlive us and be handed-down to others. Maybe, one century later, nobody will even remember that we are buried there, our great-great-grand-children will forget that we even existed. This is why we are calling on the population to remember that, if the Congo is a strong country today, even though it hasn’t realised it because of all the wars we have experienced –as wars always end up weakening a people - we have to know that our people came from the north of Africa, from the south, from the centre of Africa and we all ended up in this bowl. But can anyone remember the name of their ancestor from the 12th century? Where were they from, in the 12th, 11th, or even 15th century, where are they buried, what did they do? We will all look at each other and say that we are Congolese, we are neither Ethiopians, Sudanese, Malawians, or who knows where from? We simply are Congolese, who live in Ituri, Haut-Uélé, Kwango, Kwilu, Bas-Fleuve, etc. We are all Congolese. We think that in the long run, the State that will initiate a real land housing policy will find solutions for farmers to become city-dwellers and concession holders to become farmers and cattle breeders. Others will have other functions. We are therefore waiting for the Congolese State to put everything in gear to achieve its policy because we all know that we are coming from the war. It is not in 2, 3, 4 5 years that solutions can easily be found. We still need international assistance to recover. Meanwhile, let the people leave in peace on the land that the State has granted them. The State is the owner of that land. When the State decides that, for instance, people in Sota have to go to Marabo, and the State will arrange for them to settle there, then people from Sota will go to Marabo, because the State will have made it possible. For now, let us stay calm wherever we are.

Host: It was the ninth program of Justice Magazine program, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. We thank Mssrs. Augustin Kangamina, coordinator of RCN-Justice and Democracy, Eli Sindani, President of the Land Commission, and the coordinator of the NGO Akina Amani Network, Mr. Emile Ndela Adrupia Kotanzi, for having enlightened the Ituri population on land laws. If you have any questions, suggestions and ideas, address them to Canal Revelation Radio, here in Bunia, in Lumumba neighbourhood, at 54 Blvd of Liberation. Alternatively you write to us at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr. You can follow this program on the Internet, by typing www.irfj.org. We thank Richard Pituwa and Justin Joel for producing this program. This program was presented Didyne Uweka. Till next time.

*
*
*
Justice Magazine

A program of Canal Revelation, Bunia

An Interactive Radio for Justice production

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
� VJI – La Voix de la Jeunesse en Ituri





