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Host: Hello ladies and gentlemen, here we are again to discuss local, national and international justice, in your favourite program, Madjadi Lyano Ya Sheria, a radio program that serves as intermediary between yourself, the government and decision-makers, with the purpose of enlightening you on justice matters. Ulimately, this will allow you to know your rights and obligations in all justice-related matters. This program is produced in cooperation with Colombe-Goma Radio and Interactive Radio for Justice. Do not hesitate, people from the Kivus, to send us any concern or difficulty you may have in this area, and we will do our best to provide you with answers from relevant sources. 

Let us listen quickly to the first of the six questions we have selected among many others for this program.
*
*
*

· 1st interviewee: I am a woman from Burere and our house was burnt so the mayor told us he’d give us another place to live. But to date we still live in the bush, so what can we do?

Host: Rachidi Tombola, mayor of Goma, answers to this first local question:

· Yes, it is an ongoing project, but the reality is that people are very attached to Burere. We are therefore trying to see – in conjunction with the relevant services – whether we can offer plots of land towards Mugunga to these people, so that they evacuate this area. Because you see, Burere, is the first suburb of Goma. When you come from the airport, Burere is the first city that you see. So we thought that for people who want decent housing - if we do not want any problems - we should see what the relevant services in the provincial administration can do to relocate them. The space they would release would then be used by other people who have resources to pay the owners of these plots. The owners could accept, for instance, to sell these plots and with the money they would get they could acquire plots towards Mugunga and build quickly in somewhat decent and appropriate areas.

Host: The second local question concerns the activities of the Special Police for women and child protection in Goma:

· 2nd interviewee: I’d like to know what does the police for women and child protection do? What is their role and are they competent to imprison people and if so, do they have a prison?

Host: Major Bodeli Dombi David, Commander of the Special Police for women and child Protection in North Kivu answers to the question:

· We are a special unit here. A special unit of the National Congolese Police. We are specifically mandated to provide legal protection to children, promote and defend women and children rights. We fight against sexual violence and other gender crimes and we also do HIV prevention. Therefore, our unit focuses on the respect for human rights and also morals. We are not a jurisdiction, we work for the Prosecutor’s Office by conducting judicial investigations, at the police level. As soon as we have enough evidence, as I mentioned, we transfer cases concerning adults to the Prosecutor’s Office, which continues the investigation and initiate prosecution of the perpetrators if they find that there is sufficient evidence. Concerning children, as I said earlier, we send them in the juvenile justice system. This is a special court for children. The law regulating child protection, Law No. 09/001 of 10 January 2009, provides for juvenile courts. We call them juvenile courts. They are not yet established though. However, their purpose is not to be a substitute for the special police for child protection. We have special provisional places were we keep children before bringing them before juvenile courts. They can spend as long as half a day with us. We are now building cells, four large cells are being built and by May, they will be inaugurated. There are also cells for adults, for men, and for minors, children in conflict with the law, who will be brought to us before being brought before juvenile courts. They may remain there for 24 hours or so. So, we do have prison cells, although I do not like to refer to them as such, they are just places where we keep these children during investigations.

Host: The next question concerns the State’s responsibility to protect citizens’ rights to circulate freely on Goma’s main roads:

· 3rd interviewee: It s unbelievable, the mayor destroyed our houses because he wanted to enlarge the road, but so far nothing has been done. You see, our houses have been destroyed and the reasons the mayor invoked have not even been implemented. Our houses are now destroyed, so justice have to intervene in order for us to recover what is rightly ours. The mayor has to reinstate us and justice- we ask justice to intervene.

Host: We are coming back to the mayor of Goma to listen to his answer:
· The European Union, through its fund – the European Development Fund –called for bids since early January. Bids will be collected till end of June and we will grant the contract to one of them. The selected contractor will start in July or August. Therefore, the population has to know that their city will be embellished. What we need here is essentially roads, and for the rest, the population is capable of dealing.

Host: The last local question concerns matrimonial laws:

· 4th interviewee: I would like to know the difference between a wedding celebrated at the commune level and a wedding celebrated at the city hall. Can you please respond, Mr. Journalist?

Host: Kambere Zumuka James, bourgmestre of Goma commune, responds to this question:
· Well, you heard that mayors are officers of the registry office. We, bourgmestres, also have the capacity to act as city clerks. However, the difference is that we can only perform weddings for nationals, while the city mayor also has the power to marry foreigners.

Host: Before moving on to international questions, I suggest that you listen to this song, No to war, a song from the band ‘Light of Life’, subtitled “I believe in you, God” and composed by a local band in Goma.

*
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Song
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Host: After this wonderful melody, let us listen to the first question addressed to the International Criminal Court:

· 5th interviewee: If Jean-Pierre Bemba lost his case, what would happen to him?
Host: Pascal Turlan, Adviser to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, answers:

· The trial is starting on 5 July. Mr. Bemba will appear before the Trial Chamber Judges. The Office of the Prosecutor will present its arguments, and the Defence for Jean-Bemba will present its arguments in favour of Jean-Pierre Bemba, then the Judges will decide. Based on this decision, the fate of Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba will either to be convicted - should the Judges decide that he is responsible for the crimes for which the Prosecutor is prosecuting him – or to be acquitted if the Judges decided that they couldn’t find him liable. Huh, we will see how proceedings continue after this, with potential appeals, regardless of the final decision. We cannot pre-empt the outcome at this point, we have to wait for the trial.

Host: Let us know listen to the last question of this seventh program Madjadi Lyano Ya Sheria:

· 6th interviewee: If the mandate of MONUC ends, will the ICC continue to prosecute Bosco Ntaganda?

Host: Pascal Turlan, Adviser to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, answers:

· MONUC, which, as every knows, is the UN Mission in the DRC. Therefore, its departure has no impact on the issuance or the execution of ICC arrest warrants against Bosco Ntaganda. MONUC and the ICC are two different and separate institutions. The departure of one of them would have no impact on actions of the other. Therefore, the arrest warrant will not be lifted if MONUC closes. Only the Criminal Court can decide which arrest warrant are issued against perpetrators of crimes falling within its jurisdiction, and how these arrest warrants are executed and judicial decisions made in this regard. It is up to states to execute arrest warrants, since the ICC does not have any police or army. The Court therefore counts on states’ cooperation for these states’ authorities to arrest persons against whom arrest warrants have been issued. It is therefore up to police forces of states in the region and of the DRC in particular to arrest Bosco Ntaganda.
*
*
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Host: This is how we are reaching the end of our Madjadi Lyano Ya Sheria program, a production of Colombe-Goma radio, in cooperation with Interactive Radio for Justice. Thank you for following this program and also for asking questions. If you have more questions, address them to 085 31 11 945 (repeat) or 081 019 92 76 (repeat), or you can email us at rtccolombe@yahoo.fr (repeat). 

You can also listen to this program on the Internet at www.irfj.org (repeat). All your comments and suggestions are welcome and it will be our pleasure to receive them. My name is Abdo Manengu Mbangala. I and our sound engineer Romain Somakoba wish you good-bye on behalf of the entire team, and hope you will listen to us again on Wednesday at 8:30 and 20:30 and on Sunday at 19:30. Ciao!

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

