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Host: Hello and welcome dear listeners to this seventh program of Interactive Radio for Justice. We managed to create a link, thanks to you, and your questions and preoccupations, misunderstandings and concerns on human rights, laws and the local, national and international justice system, as well as the answers from various national and international authorities who took interests in your concerns. Finally, you will note that this program is seeking to establish an interactive dialog, a climate of confidence between the authorities and the population. The main purpose is to ensure that the law becomes well known by all in order to promote its efficient application. Indeed, we consider that citizens who know the law and are aware of their rights form a good basis for development. Do not be shy, move! This is your opportunity to speak with your representatives and they will respond to you. Your preoccupations will find answers, we promise you. We are here to serve as your spokespersons. Here we go with this new program! 

*
*
*

Host: If you don’t mind we will start with local and national questions and will right away go to Boar. In Boar, our correspondent, Jacques Baheri, met with the population, which laid out many concerns. The first question concerns the handling of children of divorced parents. 

· 1st interviewee: We often see situations of young pregnant girls who are abandoned, in which case the mother will struggle to raise her child. Often, when the father’s family take the child, after having been raised by his mother, the living conditions of this child worsen. They suffer a lot. What can the mother do, under the law, to recover her child, or at least improve his living conditions?

Host: Let us listen to the response from the President of the High First Instance Court of Boar:
· Only one person can give birth to a child. Once into this world, a child needs to be educated by both his parents. If there is a problem between his parents that should not impact his education. Growing up, the child develops feelings for both parents. The only advice I can give her is for the mother to write to the President of the Tribunal who also sits on juvenile courts, in order to explain the conditions [in which he lives] and requests the right to visit. If she has sufficient means to support the child, she can also request a change of custody of the child.

Host: Does the law provide for fees on summons to be paid by those who are called by the police for interrogation? This is the question of the second interviewee:
· 2nd interviewee: If the police or gendarmerie summons you, before they look into your problem they ask you to pay a “summons fee”. My question is whether the law provide for the payment of such a fee by the one who is summoned? If so, let us be informed, otherwise this practice should be stopped!

Host: Let us listen to the response of Mr. Grezenge Ghislain, Prosecutor to the High First Instance Court of Boar:
· There is no law in the Central African code of criminal procedure requiring the payment of any “summon fee”. It specifically provides that criminal procedure is free of charge. Given the working conditions in some police stations, some agents request more than just documents to ensure the speedy progress of proceedings. This is the practice and there are abuses because this is not regulated for by law.

Host: They suffer from traditional practices that discriminate against them. Who are they? Widows. Is there a law to protect them?

· 3rd interviewee: Once their husbands die, leaving a wife and children behind, the wife has to witness the seizure of her husband’s property by those who claim to be his family. Doesn’t she have any rights on this property in order for her to provide for her children after the death of their father?
Host: The President of the High First Instance Court of Boar responds:

· A wife, with whom a man has lived and children, becomes nothing once the man dies. She is set aside and everything is taken away from them, leaving her and the children completely destitute.  Indeed, widows are protected by the law. It is up to them to initiate proceedings before the Tribunal in order to see their rights protected. These practices are real. Between the widow and the family of her husband, she will feel his absence more acutely and suffer from it. She is the most affected by it. There is a law, that was adopted by the National Assembly, and which protects women against such negative practices. This law is rational and it can protect widows against such practices.

Host: A young man describes the inequity he experienced before the law.

· 4th interviewee: I note that favours are being granted to the plaintiff to the detriment of the defendant, even if the latter is right, because it is the plaintiff that filed the complaint.
Host: To answer this question, let us listen to the Prosecutor to the High First Instance Court of Boar:

· To render a judgment is neither easy nor automatic. A plaintiff can file a complaint to the chief of neighbourhood or at the Tribunal. If the list of allegations reveals that the plaintiff is in fact the perpetrator, his claim will be dismissed. It is not because a plaintiff presented himself and paid to file a complaint that justice will automatically be rendered in his favour. If such practices exist, they are against the law and criminal justice. The criminal code provides for what we call ‘bad faith denunciation’, or ‘defamation’, which can be punished. The justice system is designed to determine which party is right, after the facts have been analysed.

Host: Shouldn’t a citizen carrying his ID card be protected against harassment on public roads?

· 5th interviewee: Central African citizen struggled a lot in order to get national ID cards. When confronted to displacement situations, the person who controls cards forgets that you are citizen. What is then the point of being a Central African citizen?

Host: Mr. Grezenge Ghislain, Prosecutor to the High First Instance Court of Boar, comes back with an answer:

· Central African people complain of harassment. But I can assure that controls are in place, under the law, for the security of citizens. What is unfortunate is that, even when you present your national ID card, we are still required to provide, what we refer to as “fee”. This is sad, because it discourages Central Africans from travelling much. We continue to ask the Government to strengthen these control mechanisms, in order for Central Africans to be able to move around freely . To be restricted in one’s own country is a violation of the Constitution, which is the applicable law in these matters.

Host: We will now take a break with the song from Giovani, of the JMC band. The song, called “whose fault is it” calls on all Central Africans to take their responsibility in the delayed progress our country is facing. Let us now listen to “whose fault is is” from Giovani, of JMC.
*
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Song
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Host: Let us thank our friends for this nice piece. We have now reached the series of international questions. Do offences committed by troops  fall within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court? This is the question of this interviewee:
· 6th interviewee: Why doesn’t the International Criminal Court investigate offences committed by the military on populations they are supposed to protect?
Host: Emeric Roger, of the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, provides an answer:

· Thank you, it is a very good question. In fact, it depends on which decisions you are talking about. If you are referring to the execution of arrest warrants, you have to know that the International Criminal Court does not have its own police force or army. Therefore, in order to execute arrest warrants the ICC relies on state cooperation, especially states that have ratified the Rome Statute. These states are required to execute arrest warrants once they are issued by the Judges of the International Criminal Court. This is one type of decisions. Huh, concerning decision regarding the guilt of individuals, in other words, concerning the enforcement of sentences, there are various options. Either the person is acquitted if found not guilty, or the sentence will be a prison sentence going up to 30 years, which can sometimes be for life if the gravity of the crime justifies it. In the event a sentence is pronounced, the Court will designate a state that will have expressed its willingness to accept a convict for enforcement of sentences on its territory. The state will then be bound by the sentence imposed by the Court. This is how things work. Huh, the Court relies in most part on the willingness of states [to cooperate]. You have to know that concerning decisions on enforcement of verdicts, for the moment, the first trials have started but not sentence has been pronounced yet.
*
*
*

Host: Dear listeners, we are now very very slowly reaching the end of our seventh program Interactive for Justice. Thank you very much to all who participated in this program. We hope that the concerns you expressed and raised were answered. Otherwise, do not despair, continue to ask questions and to express your preoccupations and we promise you to find the relevant authorities to respond to you. Remember, to know the law and be aware of one’s rights is a big step towards a responsible and developed citizenry. 

You can reach us by calling 236-21-61-31-20 or send emails to rndbangui@yahoo.fr. You can also follow this program at www.irfj.org. Be careful, take care, each day is a life and each life is a right. Your brother Alexandre Yakizi-Shalom was presenting and Richard Goutia was producing, a winning team. God willing, hear you next time. Goodbye.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
