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Host: Welcome back to our Vox Pop program, produced, as usual, on international justice. As you know, this program is regularly produced by Tayna Community Radio, in cooperation with Interactive Radio for Justice, and is designed to focus on your concerns on justice. More specifically, our Q&A today will focus not only on the functioning of the International Criminal Court, ICC, but also on assessing your level of knowledge of the crimes for which the ICC can issue arrest warrants. To enrich their knowledge, listeners will also be able to ask their own questions to the International Criminal Court. 

During this program, questions asked to various listeners will allow us to better grasp your level of knowledge on international justice. You will note that we will not leave your questions unanswered. We will ask experts in the field to answer, to assist you in better understanding the management of international cases. You may know that crimes of all sorts are currently being committed around the world. We are confident that our Q&A will assist you in understanding which of those [crimes] can be subject to an international arrest warrant.

*
*
*
Journalist: The first question in our Q&A concerns the crimes for which the ICC can issue international arrest warrants. In order to test the level of knowledge of our listeners, we roamed around with our microphone in Kasugho, among all social classes/couches including at the local university. Let us first listen to responses from the inhabitants. Hello, miss. Do you know for which crimes the ICC, or International Criminal Court, can issue arrest warrants?
· 1st interviewee: Hello. No, I never heard about that.

Journalist: Hello, sir. Do you know for which crimes the International Criminal Court, ICC, can issue international arrest warrant?

· 2nd interviewee: Hello, I would say that for someone to be sent over there, he would have to have committed horrible massacres against the population somewhere.

· 3rd interviewee: According to me, what I can say is that the International Criminal Court serves for instance to arrest someone, a person who mounted a coup, a putsch, against a certain personality or official authority.

Journalist: Hello sir. Do you know for which crimes the ICC can issue arrest warrants?
· 4th interviewee: Yes, hello. What I know concerning crimes that can be subject to an arrest warrant, the International Criminal Court, I would say that it can issue arrest warrants for crimes in case of a war waged against a population, public or targeted at state authorities. Huh, this is what I know, what I can say about arrest warrants.

Journalist: Do you know for which crimes the International Criminal Court, ICC, can issue arrest warrants?
· 5th interviewee: Yes we know some. For instance, murder of people, or if a politician organises military troops who rape people, then the International Court can arrest you.

· 6th interviewee: When someone kills many people. Let’s say that it is aggravated acts that can be judged before the ICC.

Journalist: Hello, miss. Do you have - do you know for which crimes the ICC can issue arrest warrants?

· 7th interviewee: Hello. No I do not know them.

· 8th interviewee: Yes, the International Criminal Court, ICC, handles people who committed massacres against the population; people who are rebels, especially rebels.

Journalist: Do you know the sentences, or rather the crimes concerning which the ICC can issue arrest warrants?

· 9th interviewee: Well, I have some knowledge. In fact, what I know first is what concerns rapes. Rape is a crime that can lead to sentencing of an individual.
Journalist: Do you know for which crimes the International Criminal Court, ICC, can issue international arrest warrants? [repeat]
· 10th interviewee: Yes, I know some crimes, such as murders, genocide, conscription of young children, and so on. [repeat]

The ICC can try such cases properly and sentence those who committed such abuse.

Journalist: Our investigations among students of the University of Kasugho, USNDK, concerning the same issue, yielded the following results: 

- Do you know for which crimes the International Criminal Court can issue arrest warrants?
· 11th interviewee: Yes I know two of these crimes. I know genocide; I also know that rape can be subject to an arrest warrant.

Journalist: Hello, sir. Do you know for which crimes the ICC can issue international arrest warrants?
· 12th interviewee: Hello, sir. Yes, for instance, against genocidaires, or people who wage a war against the population.

Journalist: Hello, sir. Do you know for which crimes the ICC can issue international arrest warrants? 
· 13th interviewee: Of course, for instance if there are acts of aggression against the population. This is a crime for which the ICC can issue, huh, take a resolution. For instance. Apart from that, if there is for example a war and the population falls victim of it, these crimes can also be prosecuted by the ICC. 

· 14th interviewee: I know some crimes. Gender violence and massacres.

· 15th interviewee: Yes I can cite a few crimes, such as the massacre of people during wartime, massive violence such as what is caused by our soldiers here.
Journalist: Hello, sir. Do you know for which crimes the International Criminal Court, ICC, can issue arrest warrants?
· 16th interviewee: Hello. Yes, I know, I know war crimes and crimes against humanity, as well as massacres, genocide, sexual violence and conscription of young children in the army. 

Journalist: Hello, sir. Do you know for which crimes the ICC can issue international arrest warrants?
· 17th interviewee: Hello. The crimes I know, well I can cite the example of a war in a country, such as in the case of Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba and what he did in Kinshasa. This is what I think constitutes war crimes.

· 18th interviewee: The crimes for which the ICC can issue arrest warrants? There is, for instance, the crime of genocide; there is the conscription of child soldiers in the army.

· Journalist: Hello, miss. Do you know for which crimes the International Criminal Court, ICC, can issue arrest warrants?

· 19th interviewee: Hello. Yes, I know a few examples, such as rape, massacres and genocide.

Journalist: As we told you, we will not leave you hanging. So let us now listen to the response given by Sang-Huyn Song, President and Judge at the International Criminal Court, seating in The Hague, in The Netherlands.

· The International Criminal Court is a permanent and independent criminal court. The Court has jurisdiction over three types of crimes: war crimes, such as acts committed on a widespread scale, violating international conventions and customary laws of armed conflicts, such as the conscription of children as soldiers, torture, sexual violence, etc; crimes against humanity, which are crimes committed on a widespread scale against civilian populations, including for instance murder, forced population displacement, sexual slavery or forced prostitution; and genocide, which consists in the commission of criminal acts with the intent to destroy a group on the basis of its nationality, race or religion.

Journalist: Concerning the second concern, we have collected a number of questions addressed to the ICC by various listeners, farmers, pupils, teachers, or students, who spoke in our microphone. This series of question will not be followed by any expert’s answer right away, but let us listen to what we collected from Kasugho, a town located 45 kilometres west of Lubero, in North Kivu.

- Do you have any preoccupation concerning local, national or international justice?
· 1st interviewee: Yes, I have a few questions. Will detainees serve their sentences, that is the years in prison that is provided for in their cases?

Journalist: Do you have any question for the International Criminal Court, ICC?

· 2nd interviewee: My question is to know how to try or settle the case of a person who wages a war against a civilian population?

· 3rd interviewee: On this point, I’d ask how are persons who commit crimes in these countries tried?

· 4th interviewee: One simple question that I want to ask: How will these people be tried? For instance, will they be killed or not?

· 5th interviewee: I do not know whether the ICC only handles cases of people who committed massacres or also people who committed other offences?

· 6th interviewee: My question is the following: is there only one sentence for all accused at the huh - Criminal Court, the ICC? For instance, a genocidaire and someone who waged war?

· 7th interviewee: Yes I would like to ask the International Criminal Court, ICC, how long are sentences provided for, how many days or years?

Journalist: Do you have any question for the International Criminal Court, ICC?
· 8th interviewee: Yes, I want to ask the Criminal Court, ICC, whether sentences are the same for all accused before the ICC?

· 9th interviewee: Why aren’t the accused sentenced in public?

· 10th interviewee: What I can ask is why are there soldiers, Rwandan soldiers, in our area?

Journalist: These questions were collected in Kasugho, from inhabitants. We are now going to USNDK, the local university, where we recorded students from this university. Let us listen to what we collected:

· 11th interviewee: What I can say on this is that if the ICC tries and hands down judgments, can this also contribute to peace of any country?

· 12th interviewee: My question to the ICC is to know why it is partial, especially when it comes to issues concerning opponents, such as the high powers. Then it remains partial in its dealings with the government. We do not know why.

Journalist: Could you for instance cite examples of such partiality?

· For instance, when Mr., huh, the Iraqi President was killed. I think that in that case, the ICC was very partial. It did not handle the case with objectivity.

· 13th interviewee: My question is to know whether it is possible for the police to keep detainees and rapists in its cells for one week without transferring them to the higher authorities?
Journalist: Thank you. Do you have any question for the International Criminal Court, ICC?
· 14th interviewee: Yes I have one question. Are commanders at the ICC fed by the ICC or is it the responsibility of their countries?

Journalist:  Do you have any question for the International Criminal Court?

· 15th interviewee: I would like to ask the Criminal Court whether their arrest warrants are limited to Blacks only or are they universal?

*
*
*

Host: It was Vox Pop on international justice, which gave you an opportunity to enrich your knowledge on the issue. At the same time, you took this opportunity to receive answers from the relevant authorities on today’s topic. Our sincere thanks go to listeners who have participated in our Q&A, as well as to the authorities who have provided answers for our program. 

Let me remind you that this program stemmed from the partnership between Tayna Community TV-Radio and Interactive Radio for Justice. You can listen to it on your radio on the frequencies in Kasugho or in Goma, as well as on the Internet at www.irfj.org. This program was presented by your devoted Jean-Pierre Kasere Kamatumo and produced by Trésor Issé. We hope to count many of you at our next meeting. The Sawhili version of this program will be broadcast on 25 May 2010, from 5:10pm to 5:30pm.  

 [Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
