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Host: Hello everyone! It is our pleasure to introduce you to our third and latest Vox Pop program, a Colombe Radio production, in cooperation with Interactive Radio for Justice. Today’s program will be presented by Romain Semakuba, because your usual host, Abdu Manengu, is unwell. 

This radio program allows you to update your knowledge on international justice. We collect your answers to our questions with our roaming microphone and shed light on these issues with quality participants. In this third program we have asked the following question: for what crime can the International Criminal Court issue an arrest warrant. In a second part, the inhabitants of Goma will ask questions on the International Criminal Court.

*
*
*

Journalist: Welcome to our third and latest program, Vox Pop. We are now, for this third program, on the road leading up to Bedegel roundabout, in the centre of Goma. As usual, we have two questions in relation to international justice for the inhabitants of Goma - who come and go in every direction from here. The first is to know which crimes can the ICC issue arrest warrants for, and the second is to know whether inhabitants of Goma have any question on the International Criminal Court. This Vox Pop program is a production of Interactive Radio for Justice, in cooperation with Colombe Radio in Goma. 

- Hello sir. According to you, for what crimes can the ICC issue arrest warrants?
· 1st interviewee: Hello. Thank you for the question. I would like to say that the ICC can issue warrants and conduct arrests for crimes, such as arbitrary arrests, murder without justification, abductions, some people are being abducted at night, some people carry weapons without being registered. I think the ICC should investigate all these cases.

· 2nd interviewee: Of course I know a few crimes for which the ICC can issue an arrest warrant. For instance, sexual violence committed on someone else’s wife. This is a crime for which the ICC can issue an arrest warrant.

· 3rd interviewee: Certain offences, if grave, can be grounds for the ICC to summon you.

· 4th interviewee: The ICC can issue arrest warrants for crimes against humanity, such as if you commit crimes against people. Then the ICC has the duty to arrest you.

· 5th interviewee: I do not know anything in these matters.

· 6th interviewee: Crimes against humanity.

· 7th interviewee: As far as I know, it is essentially for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

· 8th interviewee: The ICC prosecutes war crimes, genoci- people who committed genocide and crimes against humanity.

· 9th interviewee: The ICC prosecutes people who committed war crimes, as well as genocide and crimes against humanity.
· 10th interviewee: I think the ICC can only issue arrest warrants for crimes against humanity.
· 11th interviewee: What I know is that the ICC prosecutes thieves, armed robbers and other problems and threats caused by men.
· 12th interviewee: War crimes, crimes against humanity.
· 13th interviewee: I know about war crimes, crimes against humanity. The ICC can give [sic] an arrest warrant to the culprit, I think.
· 14th interviewee: I think the ICC can issue an arrest warrant against anyone who commits a war crime or crime against humanity.
Journalist: Do you have any question for the ICC?

· 15th interviewee: Yes, yes, of the crimes for which the ICC can issue arrest warrants, I know that there is the crime of aggression, crimes against humanity, genocide. This is what I know.

· 16th interviewee: The ICC can arrest for war crimes, and (…inaudible…) and genocide.

Journalist: Hello, sir. Do you know what crimes can the ICC issue an arrest warrant?
· 17th interviewee: Hello. Well, I imagine that the ICC issues arrest warrants for crimes, qualified as crimes against humanity or, and other violations of human rights, grave violations of human rights. I do not know whether the ICC can issue an arrest warrant for war crimes, because a war crime, I think, is a conventional crime, a crime committed during wartime. All military elements commit war crimes [chuckle].

· 18th interviewee: War crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity.
· 19th interviewee: Crimes against humanity, war crimes and genocide.

Journalist: Ladies and Gentlemen, Vox Pop 3 continues. After being in the streets, we are now in the secondary school of the area:

· 20th interviewee: The ICC issues arrest warrants for crimes such as, crimes against humanity, genocide.

· 21st interviewee: The ICC prosecutes people who committed crimes against humanity, war crimes, as well as genocide.

· 22nd interviewee: Genocide, war and crimes against humanity.

Journalist: Vox Pop continues and we will now see what was the correct answer to the first question: 
· 23rd interviewee: The ICC can issue arrest warrants for the war, then humanity, and genocide.

Journalist: It is with Sang Huyn Song, President and Judge at the International Criminal Court. We thank him for kindly participating in this program. Let us listen to him.

· The International Criminal Court is a permanent and independent international court, which was created by an international treaty to open investigations and to prosecute persons accused of having committed the gravest crimes affecting the international community as a whole, such as genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. The ICC does not substitute itself to domestic criminal justice, it only complements it. 

Journalist: Do you have any question for the ICC?
· 1st interviewee: The question I have for the ICC is to know whether the cases against all these people who are now in their cell or the prison are being prosecuted or not, and if not, what are they still doing there?

· 2nd interviewee: Concerning the arrest warrant that was issued against former vice-president Jean-Pierre Bemba, I think that the issue of arresting Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba is - unlike situations in other African countries where rebels committed crimes, such as in Sudan, and where the leaders of these rebel groups could not be arrested - but here in Congo, Bemba was arrested, I do not know why.

· 3rd interviewee: I do not really have any question for the International Criminal Court. It is not my fault, I do not have any question for the International Criminal Court.

· 4th interviewee: I would like to ask a question concerning the arrest warrant of Bosco Ntaganda. Isn’t the ICC capable of performing its mission? Let the population handle it!

· 5th interviewee: Does the ICC render sentences against people who have committed offences, or rather, protects them?

· 6th interviewee: Why does the ICC not agree to release people whose compatriots no longer recognise as guilty because too much time has passed?

· 7th interviewee: There are people who commit crimes against humanity, in particular famous people, presidents or the like. I would like to know how such people are left in peace and not prosecuted?

· 8th interviewee: Why are these problems prosecuted while other issues, such as sexual violence, are not given any attention, but only political issues are being investigated?
· 9th interviewee: I only wanted to know why only important people are being arrested, and not everyone who commits crimes. Why are they only interested in important people?
· 10th interviewee: When the husband of someone is arrested, does the ICC care about the family that stays behind? Or how does the ICC handle the husband who was arrested or the family who stayed behind?
· 11th interviewee: Why does the ICC only prosecute Africans, but not Europeans, nor Americans?
· 12th interviewee: Why doesn’t the ICC imprison its convicts in their respective home countries?
· 13th interviewee: What are the conditions to be Judge or lawyer at the ICC?
· 14th interviewee: What I would like to ask the ICC is why does the ICC arrest war criminals in Ituri whereas the war started in North Kivu? Hasn’t any rebel leader been indicted in North Kivu?
· 15th interviewee: Why is the ICC in Congo?
· 16th interviewee: My question is to know why the ICC continues to detain Bemba where he is.
· 17th interviewee: My question is to know whether they have evidence for crimes committed by Jean-Pierre Bemba in Congo, whether they have sufficient evidence to keep him this long wherever he is now.
· 18th interviewee: Why was Mr. Bemba arrested?
· 19th interviewee: Why is Ntaganda being prosecuted? He is not the only one that committed crimes. The person we know as the main rebel leader here in North Kivu is known to everyone. But he is no longer here, and is not prosecuted. And the one who negotiates with the President of the Republic to bring peace is being prosecuted. Tell us why the arrest warrant is being issued against him and the leader is free?
· 20th interviewee: We also would like to know whether the ICC will start hearings soon?. Doesn’t the ICC have its own prison?
· 21st interviewee: The ICC knows where Laurent Nkunda is located. It is here, where we live. Then my question is what is the ICC waiting for to come and arrest Laurent Nkunda? Thank you.
· 22nd interviewee: I heard that Jean-Pierre Bemba was going to be released, but that some countries refuse to host him. So my thinking is that he is a world citizen, a citizen of a country, so why can’t he go back to his country, if he is a free man? He has rights and if he is released, then he is a free man!
*
*
*

Journalist: To listen to answers to these questions, you can listen to our program Interactive Radio for Justice, broadcast on your waves on Sundays at 8am, on Wednesdays at 8am and 8:30pm and on Saturdays at 7pm. 

*
*
*

Host: Here is our happy ending; we are now reaching the end of our second Vox Pop program. Thank you for having followed our program; we also thank the authorities of the International Criminal Court who kindly answered to our questions in spite of their busy schedules. We also thank everyone who willingly answered our questions in public places around Goma, where we roamed around with our microphone. If you have any suggestions, comments or proposals on this program, you can contact us at 081 019 92 76 or 085 31 11 945. You can also email us at rtccolombe@yahoo.fr (repeat). This program is also available on the Internet at www.irfj.org (repeat). Let me remind you that this program is broadcast on Thursdays at 8pm and Tuesdays at 8am. This program was produced by Colombe Radio, in cooperation with Interactive Radio for Justice. Exceptionally today, Romain Semakuba was presenting as well as your sound engineer. Ciao!

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
