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Journalist: Dear listeners, we are delighted to meet again for this eighth program, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In this series, we usually discuss issues related to human rights violations and problems faced by the population to access justice. In this eighth, we will talk about street children of Bunia. These children were first collected in a follow-up centre initiated by the pastor of SECA 20 Church, in Bunia. But these children are now back in the streets and accused older children to have mistreated them when they were in the centre. They also accuse their parents to have failed to take care of them throughout their childhood. How do these children’s centres in Bunia function? What does the police for the protection of children and against sexual violence do for these children? What does the law provide for concerning these street children and what are the available solutions? These questions will all be addressed in this program, presented by Didyne Uweka, and produced by Justin-Joel Maraeki and Richard Pituwa and arranged by Eric Ringi. 

Before starting, let us listen to this short role-play by the team of Canal Revelation hosts:
*
*
*

[Child’s voice] I’d like to tell you this: Please do everything in your power for the world to know what is happening to us, children.
· [Mother] Mangara, come here, quick!

· [Daughter] I am coming, mother.

· [Mother] Go fetch some water!

· [Daughter] Mother! I am just back from shopping. First give me some food then I will go get water, mother.

· [Mother] No, go now otherwise I will hit you!

· [Daughter] ok.

· [Daughter] Here is the water, mother. Give me some food now.

· [Mother] No, go and collect some fire wood

· [Daughter] Ah mother! Wood, again!

· [Mother] Yes, and then you will go and sell my buns at the market and you will eat tonight.

· [Daughter] what!? [crying] Oh, what a life! My mother is dead. What is this woman my father married? What will I do, my friend?

· [Friend] You don’t know? I just manage in the streets, since my own mother and her church accused me of bringing bad luck.

· [Daughter] What? You were accused of bringing bad luck? I think you are right. How does it work for you now? 

· [Friend] I stay at the crossroads every day around 7pm and wait all night long. 

· [Daughter] for what?

· [Friend] passersby feed me.

· [Daughter] Don’t tell me that at your age you already prostitute yourself?
· [Friend] I cannot tell you the names of these people, but guess what I do. If you feel shame, you will suffer forever.

· [Daughter] Ok, let’s go in this new adventure, but it is against my will. It is my parents’ fault. In fact, I wanted to study. But this name they gave me, Mangara, which is an old currency without any value, means that I am worth nothing! This is ridiculous! Oh, what a life! This is not a good beginning for me!

· [Young woman on the phone] Mother, there is a dead body at the morgue. It is a young woman who was raped, tortured, and naked with her limbs tied.

· [Mother] I am scared, but do not know why.

· [Car drives away]

· [Mother] Oh my God, My God! This is Mangara. What will my husband say? It is my fault! My God, My God, My God, have Mercy! Have Mercy

· [voice off] Here you go (….inaudible…) are warning the police. I knew this would not end well. Here is the police and you have to give them explanations. Unfit mother! You are an obstacle to our society!

[Child’s voice] I’d like to tell you this: please do everything in your power for the world to know what is happening to us, children.
*
*
*

Host: Street children, also called Sheege in the DRC, are composed of boys and girls, whose ages range from 8 to 30 years. There are also some children who are under 8 years old or older people above 30 years old. We met three young boys under 15, who spoke to us about their life in the streets.

· I’d say that our residence is the city. My mother left to Kasenyi and my father is in Ariwara. I now work in a restaurant and the little I earn is enough for me. I am hiding something in my bottle – it is fuel. It helps me a lot because when I inhale it, it makes hunger dissipate. If I am now in the streets it is because of my parents. When they drank they’d treat me badly and I decided to leave, be alone, away from them, in the streets. Now I would like to return to my parents’ house, that they forgive me and would like to stay with them.

· My name is Djare Eco, which means “the smart man”. Before the war, my parents came to Bunia. I was six. I was staying with my maternal aunt, but she left to Kasenyi so I left. I intend on coming back home. I now reside in Pasiona [??] 

· I am now 12 years old, spent six years in the streets and I am tired of it. My name is Mandela, which is the name of the former South African president. I survive thanks to small jobs in restaurants, where they also feed us. Otherwise we have to beg here and there in supermarkets. My mother lives in Kasenyi and my father in Beni. They separated and my father kidnapped me when I was little. I ended up in the streets when I hit another child at school and my mother asked me to not come back. I have now been in the streets for months, I am not sure how many.

*
*
*
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Journalist: We managed to reach the person in charge of the follow-up centre they talked about. His priority is to educate them, feed them and provide a roof over their heads. In short: to take care of them like a responsible father and mother. This, however, does not suit the lazy ones.

· My name is Diadre, Jacques and I oversee the street children’s centre, I am a pastor.

Journalist: What motivated you to start this initiative?
· On 4 April 2004, I found these children wandering around and playing in the riverbed of Nyaugaou river. I started talking to them about God’s message and I noticed that they showed an interest in studying. This is how the idea of a centre for children came to mind. Especially because these children felt abandoned.

Journalist: We heard some of these children say that they were first in this centre, they know them very well, they lived there, but then they said they were treated badly by the older children. It caused them problems to eat; they were beaten all the time. This is why they fled and ended up back in the streets. Is this true?

· Yes, it is true that what this can happen, but we were not officially informed. What I know is that some children do not want to study but just stay there to eat.

Journalist: Do you cooperate much with UNICEF, the NGO Save the Children, as well as with the Office for Gender, Families and Children who represent the government?

· We cooperate with UNICEF, as well as with the Office for Fender, Families and Children, in order to save these children, for them to return home, to design strategies to reduce the number of street children, reunite them with their families.

Journalist: Do you have a message for parents who are on the brink of abandoning their children and who do not take care of their education?

· My message is that if children are well taken care of; if their welfare, health care, food, and clothes are provided for and these children are loved, then they can stay at home. In the centres, we love these children, take care of them, bring them to school, accompany them on their spiritual path, play with them, that’s all. We hope that the government will support us in our sensitisation campaign to parents. Our wish is for parents to take their responsibilities and for the government to support parents by giving them a job, because many children told us that they often leave their homes because they are not well taken care of. We have psychologists on site, with whom we can work to sensitise parents.

Journalist: What can you say to some church pastors who accuse some children of practicing witchcraft, which leads them into the streets?

· These are false accusations. These children cannot be witchdoctors. What we have to understand is that these children are simply not well taken care of so they become mean, angry. They do not sleep, they just manage on their own. This is why we think of them as witchdoctors, whereas in fact, we are the ones turning them into witchdoctors, because of our lack of accountability. These children are not witchdoctors. We are the ones saying so; we are the ones. In fact, there is no evidence that they are!

Journalist: Madam Serafine Falao, Commander of the Police for the Protection of Children and Against Sexual Violence, refers to them as “children in difficult situations”. She considers that they are not that dangerous and are often very similar to other children who make common mistakes. She stresses that the parents are the ones being irresponsible.

· We have been registering children in difficult situations, commonly referred to as Sheege, who are also in conflict with the law. We have recorded a few cases, but there aren’t that many. You know, in the streets, there are also many children who commit offences and they are not necessarily those we refer to as Sheege. There are also many children who commit offences but who have parents. These are associated with Sheege, but you will see that they are not in fact children in difficult situations, they are children who live with their parents.

Journalist: Lately, the Police for the Protection of Children launched an operation to collect all these children. During this operation, you also had to identify children who live in the streets, the Sheege, who were selling ‘stories’ [??] in the streets.

· Among these children who were selling ‘stories’ in the streets and whom we arrested, none was in difficult situations. We did not record any case.

Journalist: One last word?

· Thank you very much, Mr. Journalist. I will clarify something because the population does not understand one thing. They believe that the police for the Protection of Children is only here to arrest children. This is not what we do. We are only here to protect children and to reinstate children in their own rights. This is what our goal and mission are.

Journalist: To reinstate each child in his or her own rights? But among the Sheege you said some have parents. So what do you do with them?

· Concerning children who are in the streets but who have parents in Bunia, we ask the parents to take their responsibilities and take care of their children so that they do not end up in the streets. This is what we have to advise to parents.

Journalist: Concerning parents’ irresponsibility, the magistrate Rufin lwa Kilwa, deputy prosecutor of the Republic to the High First Instance Court of Bunia, quotes the law regulating the irresponsibility of parents.

· The Congolese legislator enacted a law on the protection of the child. This law punishes parents who do not take care of their children. There is even a provision who provides – is qualified as child abandonment, that is, when a parent fails to take care of his child, make them study, feed them. We are talking about minor children, of course. These parents are punishable by law. The law punishes any parent who fails to fulfil their obligations towards their children.

Journalist: To finish, a parent who spoke to us acknowledges that parents’ responsibility is important and a priority. She calls on all parents’ consciousness.

- When you give birth to a child, you decide to do so, you must take your responsibilities with regard to this child. First of all, responsibility starts upon conception of the child, and then when the mother gives birth. When parents aren’t capable of being responsible, then why give birth to children?
*
*
*
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Host: It was the eighth Justice Magazine program, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. We first thank the persons in charge of the children centre in Bunia, Pascal Djadri, as well as the Commander of the Police for Child Protection and Against Sexual Violence of Bunia, Madam Serafine Falao, as well as the magistrate Rufin lwa Kilwa, Deputy Prosecutor of the Republic to the High First Instance Court in Bunia. Finally, we will not forget to mention the parent who mentioned the issue of lack of accountability of parents. Your critics, suggestions and ideas are welcome in our office of Canal Revelation Radio, Lumumba neighbourhood, at 54 Blvd of Liberation. Internet users can write to us at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr. To follow this program on the Internet, type www.irfj.org. This program was presented and produced by Didyne Uweka, Justin Joel Mara-Eki and Richard Pituwa. Till next time.
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[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
