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Journalist: We are delighted to meet again for this seventh program, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In this series, we usually discuss issues related to human rights violations and problems faced by the population to access justice. 

In this seventh program we will talk about gender-based violence. Mama Louise Tadjeki, coordinator of the REFEDG Office in Bunia, which stands for Women Development and Gender Network, speaks about the ever-continuing violence and proposes an intense sensitisation that could instigate change. Mr. Jean-Marc Mazio, technical protection advisor at the Office for Gender, Family and Children in Ituri, suggests that women get more involved in the fight, in order to better claim and protect their rights. Both are our guests today. 

This program is presented by Didyne Uweka. Before starting, let us listen to this short role-play:
*
*
*

· [1st woman] My dear, what are your plans for the 8th of March celebrations?

· [2nd woman] Me? To plan what? I do not like to hear about women’s business. On 8 March, women’s international day?! Go to hell, I will not get involved in celebrations.

· [3rd woman] It sounds like you are against development. Why do you react like this? Every woman must be acknowledged for who she is. The Office of Gender, Family and Children will organise a big conference for this occasion. Let’s wake up, ladies, this is the path to a free, democratic and prosperous Congo!

· [2nd woman] What will this conference organised by the Office of Gender, Family and Children talk about? My husband does not even respect me. At home, everything is in shambles. I lost hope and do not care about this 8th March celebration.

· [3rd woman] She is right. I always heard that her husband is weird, he drinks and hits her all the time.

· [1st woman] That’s what I thought. You are just misinformed. This is just the purpose of this conference. What strategies are available, what can be done in the face of such situations? A wise woman […inaudible…] reacts positively and does not get into fights with her husband, except to fight for a change and improvement in their household.

· [3rd woman] You will see, both of you. Everything will be fine. I am an optimistic. Iturian women are waking up. Everything is going well. Let’s go to this conference and since we already have our kangas,
 we will demonstrate together.

· We will demonstrate.

*
*
*
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Host: As announced earlier, Mrs. Louise Tadjeki of the Women, Development and Gender Network, REFEDG, talks to us about the problems faced by Iturian women at the microphone of Justin Joel Mara-Eki.
Journalist: According to your investigations, why does sexual violence continue to be perpetrated?

· According to our investigations, sexual violence prevails because of our heritage from all the ethnic conflicts that took place here, a time when sexual violence was used as a war weapon. People acquired this bad habit and perpetuated it among communities. The grave issue now is that this is now happening within communities. So we are asking ourselves what can be done for communities to mobilise themselves to eradicate all instances where perpetrators violate women’s rights, especially because victims are generally afraid to denounce those they live with who perpetrate such acts on them, because they fear retaliation. This is why victims are afraid to even denounce their attackers because these attackers are within their communities.

Journalist: But why do these sexual offences continue when there is a justice system? 
· There are many parameters to take into account. Indeed, a law was adopted, the law is here, but we notice that the implementation of this law is another matter. There are many parameters to take into account for a victim to prevail. This is why victims who cannot gather all the evidence often lose. In addition, the issue of provisional release becomes a permanent release, or offenders end up escaping from prison, by whichever means possible, which is a real concern for victims. This is why until today, the judicial mechanisms in place do not give any confidence to victims to bring their case before justice. If the system was well applied and victims could more easily prevail, get compensation and damages, then they would be encouraged to file a complaint. Also, fees are hefty. People always say that justice is free, that victims benefit from free services, can get legal aid, and so on, however there are always requirements to pay some fees. And a victim who lives in a village 30 or 40 kilometres away from Bunia and who cultivates land, what type of money would this victim have in order to bring her case to justice? This is a grave problem because victims do not have the means to file complaints and there are few international NGOs who can support them on that front.

Journalist: What problems do women face most often concerning sexual and gender violence?

· Customs are quite difficult towards women. Even though we are reaching a breakthrough to eradicate discriminatory customs, the practice is different, because women were raised in this society, in these [customary] communities, therefore they have to behave in accordance with the principles of her society. If a woman tries to change these practices then it causes problems, it can lead to divorce, separation, etc. because the woman is attempting to bring about changes by herself. Then the woman remains abandoned, by the mere fact that customs alone ostracise them. Society will also perpetuate that, and everything she faces today is simply because of her gender. A woman has to go through this because she is a woman. This is something we have not yet grasped. This is why I often say that, before talking about parity, we have to address gender issues. How are women considered? Do they have any value in customary societies? Are women well considered, are their ideas really taken into consideration within the society? Maybe if we manage to overcome these issues, if we acknowledge women as human beings capable of many things alongside men, we can then talk about parity. In order to overcome these difficulties, the first thing we need to do is conduct sensitisation campaigns, led by women themselves, because women have to realise that they are not inferior beings. They are not inferior to men, because they have the same intelligence men have, they have the same capacities men have. We can see that in our schools, for instance. During state exams, schoolgirls often pass successfully, and there are schoolboys who succeed, but there are both girls and boys who fail. This shows that intelligence is there and accessible to everyone, so we have to promote equality, because we are human beings. And when someone is treated as if they were inferior to others then it is not good. Women are also the ones giving life, the ones who educate children, and we often regret that women should be more praised. Indeed, there are musicians who could sing about women’s honour and praise them, etc. However, we see quite the opposite, that is, women who exhibit themselves, as you can see during concerts, what women wear, what men wear, the way they dance. I often wonder if women aren’t more under the influence of drugs than men. Whether or not there are drugs involved, we can sensitise them, for women to become more conscious. But these sensitisation campaigns also have to be conducted within communities, so that all communities can educate women and help them understand they are not inferior to men. Women have rights and capacities that make them equal to men. This is not to say that this is a sexual equality. This is where people get confused. Gender is a natural thing that no one can change, but our behaviour towards gender is what needs to change, because these are dynamic things that can be changed, but natural things, such as gender, cannot be changed.
*
*
*
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Host: At the Office for Family and Children, Mr. Jean-Marc, technical protection advisor talks about sensitisation, and considers that the mains actors have to sensitise women and authorities in charge must protect them.

· I thought that we could maybe talk about one specific aspect. We addressed violence against women and more specifically sexual and gender violence.

Journalist: What is the situation now in Ituri?
· Concerning sexual violence, I think you framed the problem quite well. Before, people said it was a consequence of the war, there were difficulties, massive population displacement, which is what promoted sexual violence against women and young girls. However, things have evolved and Ituri has become stable and you can see that the culture of sexual violence has settled more and more. For instance, in the context of premature marriages, for the young bride, there is also the case of sexual exploitation of children, in all areas You will see this especially in the mining field across all five territories; young girls are exploited a lot. Also, within the student body, issues of sexually transmitted diseases; these are all issues that women suffer from, even more so in rural areas, where women have fallen victims of sexual violence but have not benefited at all from the comprehensive care that could be provided to victims of sexual violence. In addition, customs perpetuate this practice, and the [inferior] status of women in society. In fact, you can see that women’s representation is quite minimal, therefore, in spite of efforts developed to date, there is quite a challenge regarding women’s status. It is a matter of expanding sensitisation, changing behaviours, and these women must also get involved to claim their rights. This should give you an idea.
Journalist: The Gender Office focuses on women. What does it do to assist women to overcome their difficulties?

· As you just said, the Office is here to guide national politics concerning women and young girls, and families overall. For instance, when we talk about protection and promotion of women’s status, we have regular programs to educate the community on women’s rights. We are here to dismantle the underlying ignorance among women, through sensitisation campaigns, capacity building workshops, but also through women’s forums. This is why we organise workshops and meetings on a yearly basis, but we also work through antennas of the Office for Gender and Family across territories. This is what we do.

Journalist: Comparing to previous years, what statistics do you have available regarding sexual and gender-based violence?

· You know, data we have in our Ituri office are partial data, they are not comprehensive, organised or reliable. We work through partners, I think you know that. Partners are there, national and international NGOs are there. They are here to support the government, they implement governmental regulations. We only coordinate their activities. The truth is there is no coordination of statistical data on sexual violence. We are working on an approach with the government and our partners to harmonise the data, to see how we can set up a unique and harmonised mechanism to collect reliable and actual data on sexual violence.

Journalist: What do you recommend? What are your wishes for Iturian women to move forward, without falling victim of all these offences?

· Women have to get involved in the fight. They have to get involved to protect their rights, to claim their rights. We will also ask actors to multiply their efforts to sensitise the population, but also women, so as to instigate a change in behaviours. Third, we also ask authorities in charge to promote women’s rights and actually take action against anyone who infringes upon women’s rights. I think that with these three elements we will see some progress, that is, to get involved, to multiply sensitisation campaigns, and to apply the legislation on the protection of women, not only sexual violence but also gender-based violence. It must start at all levels. If a man can study, if a man can travel, women should also be able to travel, and to study. This will diversify communities. We always have to imply that women are included with men for a harmonious development and evolution.

Host: We have reached the end of our program, the seventh in our series Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. We thank Mrs. Marie-Louise Tadjeki, coordinator of the Women, Development and Gender Network for Ituri, REFEDG, as well as Mr. Jean-Marc Mazio, technical protection advisor at the Office for Gender, Family and Children in Bunia. Your critics, suggestions and ideas are welcome in our office of Canal Revelation Radio, which is at 54 Blvd of Liberation opposite the city hall of Bunia, or you can write to us by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr. You can easily follow us on the Internet at www.irfj.org. This program was presented and produced by Didyne Uweka, Richard Pituwa and Justin Joel Mara-Eki. Till next time.
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