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Host: Hello and welcome dear listeners to this sixth program of Interactive Radio for Justice. I note that you are now becoming very familiar with this program, and I thank you for your interventions because our success stems from your questions, your preoccupations on justice, human rights, as well as on local, national or international justice systems, but also the answers from various authorities, national and international, who took the time to respond to your preoccupations. You will therefore note that this program is seeking to establish an interactive dialog, a climate of confidence between the authorities and the population. The main purpose is to ensure that the law becomes well known by all in order to promote its efficient application. Indeed, we consider that citizens who know the law and are aware of their rights form a good basis for development. Do not be shy, move! This is your opportunity to speak with your representatives and they will respond to you. Your preoccupations will find answers, we promise you. We are here to serve as your spokespersons. Here we go with this new program! 

*
*
*

Host: We will start with a series of questions concerning internal legislation. 

We will focus on Berberati, where our brother Bienvenue Matongo collected many preoccupations. The first question relates to the living conditions of orphans, who were placed in the custody of guardians who mistreat them.

· 1st interviewee: The living conditions of orphans is quite sad. Many are subjected to mistreatment and discrimination. Children in their own families. What does the legislation on children provide for in such cases?

Host: To answer to this question, Mr. Antoine Mbozo, Regional Director of Social Affairs in Berberati speaks:
· Some parents pretend that they want to take custody of orphans or children abandoned by their siblings, but they do not treat them as they should, they neglect them. It starts with the fact that they seek to recover everything that these parents have left behind under the pretence of wanting to care for their children. However, their only intent is to squander whatever these parents left for their children. As a result, they are mistreated. The law on the rights of the child condemn these acts. It also punishes people who mistreat children because their parents are absent. If one commits to care for a child whose parents or relatives have abandoned, this child or children have to be treated equally with one’s own children. Everything one’s own children benefit from, these [orphans] should also benefit from. I would especially like to focus on the question of inheritance. If a family council decides that someone should take custody of the children abandoned by their own relatives, they should also care for their inheritance. The custodian is only a guardian and must administer what was left to these children. Because when a parent dies, the children are the direct beneficiaries of everything that was left behind by the parents. They have first priority. Then come the parents of the deceased. Then comes the spouse of the deceased. Therefore, if one wants to raise the orphan children [of a deceased], this person should not neglect them. Otherwise, juvenile courts will be ready to penalise them, should these children claim their rights. It is therefore important to not neglect orphans. Anyone who takes custody of orphans must take care of them until they reach majority, that is at 18 years old.

Host: The second intervention concerns domestic violence. Some husbands continue to beat their wives, and many of them sometimes refuse that anyone intervenes.
· 2nd interviewee: Many husbands beat their wives. They sometimes refuse that neighbours intervene. What does the law say?

Host: Mr. Didier Babezolo, Regional Director for Human Rights, wants to respond to this question:
· I wanted to say that there is now, in Central African Republic, a law, No. 06032 of 15 December 2006, on the protection of women against domestic violence in Central African Republic. This law was adopted by the National Assembly and signed by the President of the Republic. Today, magistrates in our courts are working with this law. Concerning assault and battery, article 29 stipulates that anyone who voluntarily assaulted and beat or committed other violence on a woman will be punished to a term of imprisonment of one month and one day to two years and to a fine going from 100,000 to 400,000 francs, or one of these two sentences. So, today in Central African Republic, even if a husband gave a dowry of 1 or 2 million francs, even if you incurred expenses [for her], you have to know that this woman has her own legal personality. Therefore, she is not your property, but she is the daughter of the state and belongs to the state. Therefore, you are not entitled to treat the woman as your slave, you have to treat her as a human being, who has a right to be treated with dignity without being inflicted inhuman and degrading treatment, because she has to be respected.

Host: The conditions of treatment and care of patients at the hospital are becoming increasingly alarming. Many doctors seem to be forgetting the oath they took.

· 3rd interviewee: The conditions of treatment and care of patients in hospitals are going from bad to worse. Many doctors no longer respect the oath they took. Their laxity can lead to complications and sometimes to unfortunate outcomes for certain families.
Host: In response to this question, let us listen to Dr. Weya Yugai, Chief of Service of the prefectural hospital of Carnot.

· On the one hand, he is correct, but I also consider that there is a broader problem of understanding among the population. We say that health is invaluable. However, health comes at a cost. We function in compliance with health regulations in force in our country, which is based on the reimbursement system. The State does not directly invest; the State has difficulties investing and paying for medication directly (…inaudible…) for health institutions. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the community, through COJES, to provide medication to the hospital, and to provide other bio-medical equipment. This is our policy. But I believe that the issue of management of patient care, the way we welcome them when they arrive, the fact that we ask them to pay for the consult or for surgery before any medical intervention can be conducted, is not completely accurate. I think that, for instance in Berberati, when pregnant women arrive here with problems, especially when a C-section is needed, my belief is that health authorities intervene quickly. This also goes for the prefectural hospital of Carnot, where, in case of C-section, we intervene before asking for any money. However, some unscrupulous practitioners engage in this practice, but when you address your concerns to the authorities in charge of health centres and hospitals, I think that _ well, I will somehow invalidate what he said _ but it is possible, it is possible, so my advice to the population is to take responsibility [for their own health]. They should not count on the State. The State has done a lot. The State recruited the staff that it pays to provide assistance. Now, with the reimbursement policy, which was set up in Bamako, by (…inaudible…), I think that we have to respect that, in order to be able to provide medications to various health institutions. Therefore, the population have to take responsibility for themselves. When you arrive [at the hospital], if you are categorised as a social case, then you will not have to pay for the consultation. But, concerning someone who is still quite healthy, someone who can work, and so on, and who does not have any social problem, well I think that they have to pay small amounts to allow us to renew the medication, pay the material to ensure the lasting and sustainable administration of all health activities.

Host: We all have rights, including minors who are often taken advantage of during the assessment of diamonds.

· 4th interviewee: My question relates to practices of collectors vis-à-vis [diamond] minors. They do everything they can to falsify diamond evaluations. They use old tricks to make the weight of precious stones drop. So what can artisanal minors do to recover their rights? What can the government do to protect the rights of minors?
Host: Let us listen to the response of the Regional Director of the Mines of Carnot:

· The Ministry of Mines considered two solutions in this matter. The first consists in grouping minors in cooperative structures and to train them in evaluating diamonds. Indeed, it is not enough to collect diamonds, you also have to be able to evaluate them, that is to determine the quality, the weight and shape, in order to set a reasonable price for diamonds. So, if they are gathered in cooperative, this cooperative will be able to weigh their own diamonds before bringing them to collectors or trading desk, they have their own scales. They will also know the prices based on the global market fluctuation, and this will allow them to sell their diamonds at competitive prices. The second solution developed by the Ministry of Mines is to develop a national trading desk that will buy diamonds at competitive prices. This trading desk is called COMIGEM, and was set up and will be operational shortly. It will compete with other trading desks and allow minors to have a profitable activity.

Host: We are now taking a short break with the artist Domino Santabu, singing African Mirror. Quoting John Paul II, he says that there will be no peace without justice and no justice without pardon. He also asks this poignant question: What is Africa’s answer to all the pains it is accused of causing? AIDS, wars, malaria, poverty, division, modifications of constitutions, coups, falsification of election results, injustice and so on. Let us now listen to Domino Santabu with African Mirror.
*
*
*

Song
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Host: We have now reached the series of questions relating to international justice. One listener wants to know what the ICC does to identify actual victims of crimes committed by Jean-Pierre Bemba in Bangui. Many claim to be victim in order to benefit from the assistance granted to victims.
5th interviewee: Is there any contact with actual victims? Because some people claim to be victims just to benefit from the assistance provided.
Host: Let us listen to the answer of Me. Sidiki Kabba, of the International Federation for Human Rights, FIDH:

· It is not enough to claim to be a victim to believe that we can receive money. For instance, victims of torture go through an expertise conducted by a qualified doctor who will determine whether the symptoms and psychological scars of this person correspond to physical and psychological suffering. If you are not in such a situation, it is likely that your application to participate before the International Criminal Court will be denied and you will not be considered a victim. I think it is important. The debate before this Court is a serious one. It is a (…inaudible…)debate, where both the Prosecution and the Defence attempt to establish the veracity of their own allegations, and it is strictly on the basis of the pertinence of these allegations that a decision can be taken by the Court. Therefore, today, we cannot say whether the International Criminal Court will take this or that decision. It is only after a decision becomes effective and definitive after (…inaudible…) that we will be able to know who the victims are and that they have to receive reparations so that each and every one of them, once their level of harm is established, receives just compensation, proportionate with the nature and the scale of the harm suffered.
*
*
*

Host: We are now very very slowly reaching the end of our sixth program Interactive for Justice. Thank you very much to all who participated in this program. We hope that the concerns raised were answered. Otherwise, do not despair, continue to ask questions and to express your preoccupations and we promise you to find the relevant authorities to respond to you. Remember, to know the law and be aware of one’s rights is a big step towards a responsible and developed citizenry. 

You can reach us by calling 236-21-61-31-20 or write to rndbangui@yahoo.fr. You can also follow this program at www.irfj.org. Be careful, take care, each day is a life and each life is a right. Your brother Alexandre Yakizi-Shalom was presenting and Richard Gutchia was producing. God willing, hear you next time. Goodbye.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
