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Host: Hello and welcome dear listeners to this fifth program of Interactive Radio for Justice. I note that you are now becoming very familiar with this program, because it is thanks to your questions, your preoccupations on justice, human rights, as well as on local, national or international justice systems, but also the answers from various authorities, national and international, who took the time to respond to your preoccupations, that we are successful. You will note that this program is seeking to establish an interactive dialog, a climate of confidence between the authorities and the population. The main purpose is to ensure that the law becomes well known by all in order to promote its efficient application. Indeed, we consider that citizens who know the law and are aware of their rights form a good basis for development. Do not be shy, move! This is your opportunity to speak with your representatives and they will respond to you. Your preoccupations will find answers, we promise you. We are here to serve as your spokespersons. Here we go! 

*
*
*

Host: We will start in Bosangwa, where our brother Theophile Baitolal collected many questions. The first concerns the management of the pharmacy of the city hospital.

· 1st interviewee: What bothers me is the manner in which sick people are treated here. Even to be examined you have to pay upfront and the medication of the hospital pharmacy are sold on the market outside, and then we are told that the hospital doesn’t have any medication. We’d like to understand!

Host: To answer to this question, let us listen to the response of Dr. Tanguy Edmond Kakango of Bosangwa:
· The question of this listener is really pertinent. We have to remember that there is currently a bill on self-management in public services. The management of the hospital is therefore not only the prerogative of the doctor but also that of the population. It is true that the law requires us to first treat patients before determining whether they can pay the fees, but you have to know that at Bosangwa hospital we practice free medicine, which greatly diminishes the hospital’s capacity and that of its pharmacy. We have partners that support us and provide medication in order to be able to provide for the needs of the population before they are requested to pay for the fees after being treated. It is however unfortunate to note that after having been treated, most patients do not pay their bills, therefore those who come after are affected by these shortcomings. The lack of means forces us to be realistic and take stock of what we have. The responsibility is therefore shared between the medical staff and the population. Another fact is that the hospital suffers from a lack of equipment. As I said earlier, it is up to us to ensure that our hospital is better managed. Then, I would like to call on the population to approach us and let us know what they would like to see improved. Let me remind you that even if you can find hospital equipment around the neighbourhood it is because certain patients take them away with them. This year we will adopt a new management method, hoping that it will be better this time.

Host: We are now going towards another direction and find ourselves in Bwara, with our correspondent Jacques Bayere, who collected many questions. The second one concerns the mistreatment of children by their parents.
· 2nd interviewee: Some parents think their children are slaves. Some are physically abused, which can go as far as putting hot pepper in their eyes or girls’ genitals. What does the law provide for in such instances?

Host: Let us listen to the response of the president of High First Instance Court of Bwara:
· If the law recognises that parents can punish their children, we have to distinguish between punishment in proportion to their behaviour and inhuman treatment. The punishment must also be proportionate to the child’s age. Punishment must not be to voluntary harm or endanger the life of a child. The law punishes such acts because children are part of our society. Also, article 37 of the Criminal Code provides that whenever parents or custodians treat a child inhumanly, they can receive a heavy sentence. If the investigation establishes that such treatments are imposed on a regular basis, the parents can lose custody of their children because they are considered unworthy of having children. In such cases, the parents can also lose their citizenship rights; they can no longer vote, be elected or be parents. Therefore, you have to treat your offsprings with love.

Host: Another question concerns child labour:
· 3rd interviewee: Some children are often required to carry heavy loads and to perform labour too difficult for their young age. Is this considered a form of violence? Sometimes, the slightest mistake is punished by corporal punishment, such as carrying hot embers. I’d like to know what the law provides for in this case.

Host: In response to this young lady’s question, let us listen again to the president of the High First Instance Court of Bwara:

· The harm inflicted on these children is considered inhuman treatment. The law punishes this severely, whether the child is injured or not. The sole act of inflicting this type of treatment to a child constitutes torture, which can stop the growth of a child. The law does not distinguish and considers all these acts as violence and inhuman treatment. Article 37 of the Criminal Code punishes these acts extremely severely.

Host: The last question before us concerns the fact that in some households, girls are only considered as ransom to settle debts. Let us listen to this participant:

· 4th interviewee: A father gave his 15-year-old daughter to a creditor in exchange for a small sum of money. The creditor in question gave this girl, without the father’s consent, to his son, with whom she is about to have a third child. Five years later, the father comes to settle his debt. He takes note of the crime and demands that he [the creditor] pays dowry for his daughter. The latter refused on the grounds that he provided for his daughter’s education. Who, of the two, is right?
Host: To respond to this question, the president of the High First Instance Court of Bwara provides us again the answer:

· We have two issues: mortgage and dowry. The law provides that if a parent gives his offspring as mortgage to pay off a debt, they become liable for a grave offence, punishable by law. On the other hand, if the girl is given to marry, in accordance with traditional rites and customs, it is somebody’s daughter and Central African law, in the family code, authorises to give a dowry. Even at city hall, before the clerk pronounces the marriage, the groom is asked whether he already convened with the girl’s parents for the payment of a dowry. Therefore, in this case, the creditor must pay the dowry of this girl. If he refuses, her parents can bring the case to court.

Host: It is hot everywhere and we are sweating. To cool down, let us now listen to a band from (…inaudible…), composed of talented blind people. This band will sing handicapped brothers. In this song, they call on all handicapped’s solidarity to rise as one man and fight for their rights. Let us listen to our blind brothers from with handicapped brothers.
*
*
*

Song

*
*
*

Host: Thank you for this refreshing son by our brothers. We are now reaching the series of questions on international law. Today, we will give special attention to the handicapped population of the CAR, and listen to a plea presented by our brothers of the association of physically handicapped persons in Bangui. Let us listen to them:
5th interviewee: A few years ago, when the Millennium Development Goals were adopted, world leaders forgot about 20% of the poorest people: the Handicapped. This is why the United Nations adopted a convention on the rights of the Handicapped, to correct the politico-social imbalance existing in most countries. It is important and fundamental that each government takes this into account. In the Central African Republic, a law was passed by the National Assembly and published; law No. 00.007 of 21 December 2000, and its application decree No. 00.205 of 6 August 2002, providing for the protection and promotion of the Handicapped in the Central African Republic. Since then, this law has neither been implemented nor applied as provided for in its articles. 
This leads of a serious lack of knowledge and negligence of the Handicapped in Central African Republic. Therefore, this brings me to ask what is the role of the Handicapped in our society? To be handicapped is not an end in itself. We are neither dead nor parasites, nor useless members of society. The Handicapped can contribute to the reconstruction of a country, however in Central African Republic this is not true, because the rights of the Handicapped are violated, their identity is neglected, they are stigmatised and marginalised because of their handicap. We have not asked God to make us handicapped. Who would want to be voluntarily handicapped? Nobody. Nature decides so. In the Central African Republic, the Handicapped have no voice. 
Their suffering is already felt at the family level, because they have neither importance nor value in their families, let alone at school, in their neighbourhood, etc. A lot of work remains to be done to bring the public to change their perception of the Handicapped. This is why we are sharing questions on our rights with relevant institutions in order to reach equal respect. The Handicapped are part of society and are as vulnerable as women and children. Besides sensitisation campaigns on women’s and orphans’ rights, funds were invested in their politico-social reintegration, training seminars were conducted. They have been involved in the decision-making process concerning them. Why can’t we do as much for the handicapped, who are just as vulnerable? This is a preoccupation presented by the group of handicapped listeners from Thank you.
*
*
*

Host: We are now very very slowly reaching the end of our fifth program. Thank you very much to all who participated in this program. We hope that the concerns raised were answered. Otherwise, do not despair, continue to ask questions and to express your preoccupations and we promise you to find the relevant authorities to respond to you. Remember, to know the law and be aware of one’s rights is a big step towards a responsible and developed citizenry. 

You can reach us by calling 236-21-61-31-20 or write to rndbangui@yahoo.fr. You can also follow this program at www.irfj.org. Be careful, take care, each day is a life and each life is a right. Your brother Alexandre Yakizi-Shalom was presenting and Richard Gutchia was producing. God willing, hear you next time. Goodbye.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]
