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On the Track of Justice #16

Produced by Wanda E. Hall

Host: Welcome to our series On the Track of Justice, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project, where we will present information relating to the trial of Iturians before the International Criminal Court. In this sixteenth program, you will hear our interview with the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Luis Moreno Ocampo. Then, you will hear one of his Senior Trial Lawyer, Eric MacDonald, who is in charge of the case against Germain Katanga and Mathieu Ngudjolo. We wanted to know about him, his previous experience and the reasons that brought him in charge of the case against Germain Katanga and Mathieu Ngudjolo.

Jean-Pierre Kabulabu is at the microphone.

*
*
*

Journalist: Hello
Luis Moreno Ocampo (LMO): Hello, I am Luis Moreno Ocampo. I am the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court.

Journalist: This year, you went to Bunia. Now that you went there, can you share your impression of the Ituri population?

LMO: Huh, we are working for them; we have to be there to understand their preoccupations. We have to better explain what we do for their rights to be respected, so that they don’t feel abandoned. They have families, there are Hema, Lendu, Nigiti, all from Ituri, all Congolese, all Africans, but also all belong to the most important tribe, which is the human tribe. We all belong to a large human family. We have to work together; we are brothers and sisters in this human family. We have to ensure that the Iturian population never returns to violence. During my visit, the people I met made an effort for me to understand their preoccupations, and I think that I have understood them. I appreciate their efforts, by talking to me. I went to Bunia, Bogoro and Zumbe. In Zumbe, the family of Mathieu Ngudjolo was there and everyone was very respectful. So I feel good about this visit to Ituri and I hope we can help them.
Journalist: You planned a conference to announce a new investigation in Kenya. The Ituri population might be interested in knowing about your program of next year.

LMO: We are progressing with _ we’re now investigating in the Kivus. Because the Kivus _ Ituri in some ways is stable now. We would also like to start an investigation in Kenya. We are also in full investigation mode in Darfur and are also investigating in the Central African Republic.

Journalist: Are your investigations in Kenya a sign that investigations in the DRC are over?

LMO: No, the intervention of the Court in the DRC is just at the beginning. I think that our work in the Democratic Republic of Congo will continue for many years. For now, we have focused on the Kivus, we will see what the future brings. We are trying to assist the Congolese government in conducting its own investigations.

*
*
*
Eric MacDonald (EMD): My name is Eric MacDonald, I am Canadian, Quebecois, and I am one of the Senior Trial Lawyers in the Office of the Prosecutor. Before joining the Court I was working as Prosecutor in Canada, more specifically in Montreal, and was working as prosecutor at the Federal Ministry of Justice, in the Criminal Prosecutions Division.

Journalist: Can we know about the circumstances that led you to come work at the Court?

EMD: When I was young, I lived abroad, I was used to travel. Later, my parents lived in Ivory Coast. I was a student then, so I had the opportunity to go visit them there. Since very young, I was always interested by criminal matters and atrocious crimes that could be committed. The Criminal Court is like a combination of the two: to be able to work abroad, to participate in investigations abroad, while working in the criminal field. So it was a natural continuation of my career as a prosecutor in Canada. Of course, I believe that it is important and interesting to continue to participate in this criminal justice, given the atrocity of crimes being committed, either in Africa, but also across the globe. So, this is what motivated me, and still motivates me, to work for the Court.

Journalist: You are in charge of the case against Germain Katanga and Mathieu Ngudjolo. Do you have a personal experience or a specific interest in the Democratic Republic of Congo?

EMD: I discovered the Democratic Republic of Congo through the investigations we are conducting over there. When I arrived at the Court I was first assigned to the Uganda case, but after one year I was transferred to this investigation in Congo and I learned to discover the Congo, I went to several places in the Congo. This is how I discovered Ituri and the DRC.

Journalist: What do you think of the trial of Germain Katanga and Mathieu Ngudjolo? Is it very different from the trials you had to conduct in your career?

EMD: Yes, it is certainly very different due to the number of victims, the place where these crimes were committed, the difficulties that we have encountered in investigating these crimes. We are here in The Hague, we are far from the DRC, far from Ituri. There are logistical and security difficulties, especially for the security of our witnesses and we also meet cultural differences that necessarily make our task more difficult. Of course, as a prosecutor in Canada, I was investigating serious crimes, such as murders and things like that. But it was never about massacres against an entire village where an entire civilian population was targeted. This is completely new to me.

Journalist: Do you have another message to add?

EMD: The only thing I would like to add is the following: I would like to thank everyone who cooperates with the Court in general for this Court to function. It is important, and this is a message for Iturians, to have confidence in this institution because we conduct investigations that are characterised by their objectivity, in difficult conditions, but which will ultimately bring justice and peace to the Iturian people.

*
*
*

Host: This was On the Track of Justice, part of the project Interactive Radio for Justice. You heard our interview with the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Mr. Luis Moreno Ocampo. Then you heard about one of his Senior Trial Lawyers, Eric MacDonald. Thank you for the attention you brought to this program. In future programs, you will hear interviews with representatives of the defence of Germain Katanga and Mathieu Ngudjolo.

Jean-Pierre Kabulabu was presenting. 

 [Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

