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Host: We are delighted that many of you are listening to the fifth program, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In this series, we usually discuss issues related to human rights violations and problems faced by the population to access justice. In this fifth program, we will discuss the new traffic code. The purpose of this program is to enlighten the population, who is often unaware of traffic laws and therefore risks being threatened by outlaws, who take advantage of them and harass them on certain portions of roads throughout Ituri District. 

Our guest in our studio is Captain Aberi Mwangu Gerard. He is Principal Commissioner of Police and Commander of Road Traffic Police, PCR,
 for Ituri District.

This program is presented by Didyne Uweka. As usual, let us start with this role-play from the band Bisso Na Bisso, to illustrate the reality of people on the road:

*
*
*

· [Car horn and whistle sound]
· [Lady] He? 
· [Man] Madam, answer me!
· [Lady] Usually, you are posted at crossroads.
· [Man] You have to obey, Madam. Your papers, quick!
· [Lady] My papers?!
· [Man] Yes, your documents, quick!
· [Lady] Sir, I am really surprised to find you in this hidden place. Here they are.
· [Man] Really? Here they are? These disgusting papers that you are giving me! You have to respect me. What I am going to eat? We pulled you over, you have to give me something to drink!
· [Lady] To drink!
· [Man] Yes.
· [Lady] I gave you all my documents and now you want me to give you something to drink?!
· [Man] Mama, you know that we pulled you over, so you have to give us a drink. If you refuse, I can arrest you immediately!
· [Lady] Ha! To arrest me?!
· [Man] Ha, you are laughing.
· [Hitting sound]
· [Lady] Ouch! Sir, You took all my documents, this is not nice!
· [Man] Where are you going, where are you going?! Hey, add some more.
· [Lady] I have nothing on me; you are hitting me for nothing!
· [Lady] Oh, this country, it is always the same thing. The law is always ignored and I am sure that the local authorities are not even aware of everything that is going on around here. They are outlaws who act as traffic police. They are not even mandated by any hierarchy. I will denounce them at the commander’s office.
*
*
*
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Host: After this situation presented as role-play, we will introduce to you the testimonies of some travellers who denounced the bad behaviour of some agents on public roads:
· 1st witness: I am adviser for the Congolese Drivers’ Association, ACCO,
 Motorbike Division. We always receive reports from our agents. For instance, two weeks ago, taxi drivers from Kobu and Tchudja, towards Djala, reported that two traffic police patrols left their duty station in Nizi and posted themselves in the bush, where there wasn’t any habitation, but near a village. Every time a car or motorcycle would approach, they would jump out of their hiding place and arrest them. There was an unfortunate event at that place. A taxi driver with a client was suddenly arrested by these agents and because he was driving fast he was hit by the agents on the head because of their clubs. He lost consciousness and fell. The agents fled immediately, but because villagers noticed them from afar, they chased them up, and finally arrested them after two hours. My question is to know whether agents of the traffic police can post themselves in the bush and suddenly jump out of the bush onto the road and hit bikers with their clubs?

· 2nd witness: As we live near the road, we see many things happen. For instance, yesterday they arrested a boy who was carrying cabbage, probably from Katoto. As he was having trouble stopping his vehicle, he received on strong blow in the belly. The boy suffered a lot and we do not yet know how he is doing. When one of the agents was arrested, he was searched and his pockets were full of money.

· 3rd witness: Assist us, by having the Commander of the PCR-Ituri indicate all the locations where PCR agents have to be posted, because we are fed up of this patrolling everywhere. Five posts in a small village like Iga-Barriere and Nizi is exaggerated. So we wonder where these agents should normally be posted. Tell us where these agents should be, and if we were to find them anywhere else, could we hit them?

· 4th witness: When I arrived, I had my warning lights on because I was carrying a sick person. It was about 5am. I didn’t imagine there would be any patrols on the road at that time. As I was coming downhill, I suddenly received a blow and was asked to stop. A few meters from that, I realised they were patrolling. When I asked why they hit me, don’t you see that I put my warning lights and that I am carrying a sick person? They got angry but let me continue my trip.

*
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Host: What is provided for in the new traffic code in relation to this harassment that the population is denouncing? The Commander of the Road Traffic Police in the Ituri District answers:

· My name is Aberi Mwangu, I am Commander of the Road Traffic Police. My grade is Principal Police Commissioner. Regarding the road traffic police, we are here to maintain order and security on public roads, on portions of the roads used by vehicles. The Road Traffic Police also supports the State in order to levy certain taxes. We are then mandated by the politico-administrative authorities. We are also mandated to provide escorts, with motorcycles regulating traffic and open roads for convoys or personalities travelling through. So, in short, this is what the Road Traffic Police is mandated to do.

Journalist: Thank you, Commander. Some people, especially taxi drivers, accuse your agents of causing trouble. For instance, they claim that your agents hit them with their clubs, pull them over within 2 to 5 meters while these taxi drivers were driving fast. So what do you have to say about this?

· Harassment, I am not too aware of that. First of all, we noticed that many users of the road are not well aware of the traffic code and road rules. They think that being pulled over at any time constitutes harassment. This is a misconception. The agent is here to provide security to everyone on the road. Anyone using public roads, whoever he is, including myself, must obey the rules applied by qualified agents. The other question is whether the agents in question actually perform their job well. This is another issue. First, if an agent pulls you over, you have to stop, because the law forbids that you do not obey the agent. Then, you have to listen to him. If he requests your papers, show him your papers. If he asks you to slow down, slow down. If you refuse, you make yourself liable for breach of the law. Concerning harassment, if you see that your rights are being violated by the agent who misinterprets the law, I would ask anyone victim of such harassment by any police officer on the roads, whoever he is, to come present your problem to me. We will then summon the police officer in question and punish him. Road traffic agents are also subject to rules and regulations. There is an internal mechanism within the police and we are also bound by the law. If we are accused of harassment, we have to be answerable before military courts. Drivers, if they breach the law, we are here to bring him to justice, before the public prosecutor’s office.

Journalist: You explained many things. Some agents, of the PCR I mean, request money from some of these people who committed road violations. Then the agent requests money. Do you then receive that money? Do they write reports to your office, or what?

· First of all, this is not authorised, it is not allowed. The law forbids it. If some are corrupt, we punish the officers for corruption. If others corrupt them, such as the drivers on the road, everyone violates the law, so I cannot encourage any officer to receive kickbacks on the road. I would also ask drivers, if they can, if they are being coerced into paying money to officers, they should come denounce them to us, or to the military court, or to the prosecutor’s office, or to me and I will punish them. We have to stop this practice. If you are in breach of the law, accept to present yourself to a judiciary police officer who will settle and if he requests you to pay a fine, discuss with him, and you will pay the requisite fines.

Journalist: Where must Road Traffic Police agents be normally posted? Can we determine these locations?

· First of all, the main locations for qualified agents to be posted are roundabouts, what we refer to as crossroads, which is at the junction of two, three, or fourth roads. First, at crossroads. Second, they can be posted where accidents are likely to happen, we refer to as sensitive areas. Qualified agents can therefore be there too in order to regulate traffic. Third, qualified agents can also be posted near schools, if these schools are located near main roads, in order to assist children in crossing the road, or to assist the elderly in crossing the road. We also have a team we refer to as intervention team. They patrol the roads to show the presence of qualified agents on the roads. This team simply patrols the roads, as a preventive measure, to prevent accidents. This team can be posted anywhere on the road. But it is possible that the PCR be mandated by politico-administrative authorities, such as the District Commissioner, to be put at the disposal of, for instance, SONAS, Tax Services, Transcom and Communications Services. Then it is up to the service in question to determine where the police is to be posted in order to perform their duties, which often involve forced recovery of taxes. Then it no longer falls within the remit of the police, agents are only present to stop certain road users and hand them over to the relevant division they are servicing, in order for it to be able to perform their duties properly.

Host: One last word?

· One last word, I would like to tell the population that the police, especially the PCR, works for everyone. It provides security to the public. We are here to provide security to persons and properties on public roads. It is everyone’s work so we have to support each other and help each other in order for peace to prevail in the streets.

Host: Commander, we thank you very much. 

*
*
*

Host: This was the fifth program, Justice Magazine, in the Interactive Radio for Justice project. We thank Captain Aberi Mwangu Gerard, Principal Commissioner of Police and Commander of the Road Traffic Police for Ituri District, who kindly responded to the preoccupations of the population in relation to the new traffic code. The entire team of Justice Magazine is delighted that so many of you listened to this program. 

Your comments, suggestions and proposals are welcome at our address, at Canal Revelation Radio, Quartier Lumumba, 54 Blvd of Liberation. Internet users can write to us at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr, in one word. You can also follow this program on the Internet at www.irfj.org. This program was presented and produced by Didyne Uweka, Richard Pituwa and Justin Joel Maraiki. Looking forward to hear from you in the next program.
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[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

� PCR: Police de Circulation Routière – Road Traffic Police


� ACCO: Association des Chauffeurs du Congo – Congolese Drivers’ Association





