11 December 2009


Interactive Radio for Justice - CAR

3rd program

11 December 2009
Host: Hello dear listeners. This is the third program of Interactive Radio for Justice. Welcome to all. [You will hear] your questions and preoccupations on justice and human rights, as well as on local, national or international justice systems established to render justice to you, but also the answers from various authorities who took the time to respond to these preoccupations. You will note that this program is seeking to establish an interactive dialog between the authorities and the population, the citizens. The main purpose is to ensure that the law becomes known by all in order to promote its efficient application. Indeed, we consider that citizens who know the law and are aware of their rights form a good basis for development. Do not be shy, this is your opportunity, speak with your representatives and they will respond to you. Your preoccupations will find answers, we promise you. We are here to serve as your spokesperson. Here we go:

*
*
*

Host: We will start with questions from the localité of Berberati, where our brother Bienvenue Matongo roamed around with his microphone and collected many questions. The first concerns transport and highlights a real issue in the Mambeye-Kadeyi localité, and would like to know what will the authorities do to remedy this:

· 1st interviewee: I think there is a real problem in relation to transport in the Mambay-Kadeyi localité. There is a severe lack of vehicles and travellers have to be packed in them and be quite uncomfortable. What can the authorities do to remedy this?

Host: The Prefect of Mambeye-Kadeyi accepted to give us an answer:
· We cannot bypass transport by road. What has the government done so far? We have the DCLP, which is the government’s policy to open-up roads. It concerns the internal and external opening-up of roads. Externally, there is no problem, we have seen efforts from the government and especially the ministry in charge. However, the main question is that of the internal acess. Other prefectures do not have such problems, but Mambeye-Kadeyi is faced with serious problems. The prefect of Mambeye-Kadeyi suggested solutions, such as the assistance to the local development, which means that everyone is called to contribution. This is why we are asking people to contribute for fuel so that transportation can function better and produces that come from Cameroon, from Bangui, or for people who have to travel to and fro Bangui can do so more easily and safely. This is what we are recommending locally, so that the government will only have to provide support. We should not expect everything to come from the government. We are the government; we are the State; so the issue of transport is fundamental. So, let me repeat it to whomever wants to listen, if anyone needs help, it is Mambeye-Kadeyi. Other matters can then follow. My name is Joel Parefa, Prefect of Mambeye-Kadeyi.

Host: The second question concerns girls’ education, which is an issue that meets head on with customary practices of only preparing girls to marry:
· 2nd interviewee: There is a tradition in Central African families, which is to prepare young girls as future brides. They are therefore not allowed to go to school. Isn’t there a law that could assist us on this issue?

Host: Mr. Feidangare Samuel, Inspector of Fondamendal I, accepted to answer:
· The problem concerning girls’ education is that local beliefs are geared towards keeping girls at home, in order to procreate and clean, whereas girls have the same intellectual potential as any boy. It is therefore not normal for a father to let his daughter stay at home simply because he thinks a girl cannot go into higher education. The main goal today is to establish parity between boys and girls in schools. This means that for 10 boys, we should have 10 girls per classroom. Among the 10 girls and 10 boys, it is in fact often the girl who will be first of the class. So there is no reason why girls should stay at home, in the hands of traditional inertia.

Host: The last question from Berberati concerns the establishment of tutoring classes in our high schools, which are solely designed as profitable ventures:
· 3rd interviewee: There is a common practice, which consists for professors to no longer teach adequate courses so that they have to provide tutoring classes for which they charge. Notes are even being sold. What can the authorities do to put an end to this?

Host: Mr. Dominic Pomfena, Director of the Barthelemy Buganda High School of Bererati, answers:

· Huh, your question is very important because this issue is quite prevalent. At the administration level, we consider that when tutoring classes are needed, this means that one specific professor is behind on the program. As you know, each level has its own program and in order to finish the academic year you have to complete the entire program. So, if one professor notices that he is lagging behind, he can request his students to attend tutoring classes. These classes are free; students cannot be charged for this, it is a free class. However, if students think they only have to pay money to pass the class, then surely this will contribute to lowering the level of the class. We denounce this practice. It is not appropriate; it is not normal. So these tutoring classes are free, nobody should have to pay. You shouldn’t have to pay a tutoring class to guarantee your entry into the next level. If tutoring classes are organised during the holidays it is only to allow students who are lagging behind during the academic year to catch up and come up to speed with the class. And this is free. So of course we cannot condone a practice that contributes to a decrease in the level of our classes. So, we are opposed to this practice, it is bad, and we will ensure that this practice is banned from junior high schools and high schools.

Host: We now make a ninety-degree turn to return to the town of Bangui. We are now going to OVECA, Organisation for Widows and Orphans of Central Africa, which submitted many questions. The first concerns legal aid for widows, who complain because they have limited resources:

· 4th interviewee: We are widows and do not know how to resort to justice, given our limited financial resources. Could the government put a permanent counsel at our disposal specifically to deal with our issues?
Host: Me. Mbele-Kundjialiji Eloge, Vice-President of the Association of Central African Women Lawyers, answers:

· Regarding legal aid, there are laws that regulate the matter. However, the procedure is too slow for this legal aid to be effective. The texts are here but have never been applied, so this is the state of affairs. So in our association, we try to assist these women, by supporting them, without them having to pay us any fees. We are all women lawyers, which is our strength, so we are helping these women, follow up on issues, advise them and support at all relevant times for any issue they have to deal with. We only ask them to pay legal fees. Indeed, there an ordinance was issued, which sets the fees for civil procedures before Central African courts.

Host: Our last question at the domestic level concerns the rights of widows and orphans:
· 5th interviewee: I would like to learn about our rights. When one becomes either a widow or an orphan, what procedure must be followed?

Host: Me. Mbele-Kundjialiji Eloge answers once again:

· What are the procedures to follow by widows and orphans when someone _ a relative _ dies, which we refer to as inheritance? Well first of all, inheritance is defined as such: it is the overall transfer to one or more persons who are alive, referred to as descendants or heirs, of the entire property, referred to as inheritance, of the deceased. This is what is provided for in Article 738 of the Central African Family Code. The date of death marks the opening of the inheritance. The family council has to gather within two months of the date of death. The family council must appoint an administrator in order to manage the inheritance. The widow and the orphans have a right to inherit the property of their deceased father and spouse. The legal heirs, as referred to in the Family Code, are first the children of the deceased, then the father and the mother of the deceased and then the surviving spouse, so the wife or the husband, come in third place in the inheritance of the deceased relative. The widow and the orphan have exclusive rights in the inheritance.

Host: We are taking a little break to listen to the song from the artist Alexandre Shalom, who wonders where peace has gone, leaving the CAR in a total chaos. Lady Peace is leaving behind a wide gap and it is time for it to return. Let us listen to Alexandre Shalom:
*
*
*

Song

*
*
*

Host: We are now reaching the international questions. The first question concerns the existence and the functioning of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda: 

· 6th interviewee: Does the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, ICTR, set up to try [those responsible for] the Rwandese genocide, continue to operate or will the ICC take over its cases? 

Host: Mrs Silvana Arbia, Registrar at the International Criminal Court, accepts to respond to this question:

· It is easy to respond because the mandate of the ICTR, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, concerns the prosecution of crimes, and not only genocide, but also crimes against humanity and war crimes, committed between 1 January and 31 December 1994. During this period the ICC does not have jurisdiction. The mandate of the ICC starts on 1 July 2002. There are also other jurisdictional criteria. The ICTR mandate will be completed as soon as its trials are over. There will of course be residual questions to deal with, as we call them, which are now being examined by the Security Council to determine the mechanism that will handle all pending matters, such as the issue of judicial review, which is the review of ICTR judgment after the Tribunal closes down. The Security Council will decide this. The issue of archives will also be addressed, such as the location of the archives, this is a decision the Security Council will take. It is possible that the ICC is requested at some point to host the archives of the Tribunal.

Host: The last preoccupation in this program concerns the prosecution of the other generals of Jean-Pierre Bemba and the sentence he might incur, as well as the timeline of his trial:

7th interviewee: Isn’t it easier for victims to go testify en masse if the Office of the International Criminal Court tried Jean-Pierre Bemba here in CAR. How can victims who have no means to travel go there?

Host:  The Deputy Advisor in International Litigation at the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court accepted to respond:

· Victims’ participation is a new and essential aspect of the Criminal Court. For the first time in criminal justice, victims have the opportunity to present their observations and arguments before the Court. The Office of the Prosecutor considers that victims’ participation to the proceedings is a right guaranteed by the Statute, not a privilege. In principle, victims will not need to come to the seat the Court if they do not wish to. Their assigned legal representatives will represent them before the Court. Many victims will participate in the trial as witnesses for the Prosecution. It is possible to organise to hold some parts of the trial in the CAR, as the Rome Statute provides. The Office of the Prosecutor believes that all efforts should be deployed to take the hands of affected communities. Consequently, the Office proposed that some parts of the trial be held in Bangui. This would guarantee an optimum access to the trial for both the public and victims.

*
*
*

Host: We are now slowly reaching the end of our program. Thank you all for your participation in this program. We hope that the concerns raised were answered. Otherwise, do not despair, continue to ask questions and to express your preoccupations and we promise you to find the relevant authorities to respond to you. Remember, to know the law and be aware of one’s rights is a big step towards a responsible and developed citizenry. 

You can reach us by calling 236-21-61-31-20 or write to rndbangui@yahoo.fr. Let me remind you that you can also hear us on Internet at www.irfj.org. Take care, each day is a life and each life is a right. Your brother Alexandre Yakizi-Shalom was presenting and Richard Guita was producing. Till next time, goodbye.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

