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Host: This is the second program, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In this series, we will discuss issues related to human rights violations and the problems faced by the population to access justice. In this program, we will address the difficulties faced by people who travel across the Ituri District. Military elements extort money from them, people are forced to pay at each roadblock, and sometimes they even get their belongings stolen. In addition, every time these military elements are condemned by their jurisdiction, they escape the prison and thereby constitutes a danger for the community. 

To discuss this, we have invited Major John Mpenza Ishai, Military Auditor of the Military Auditorat to the Military Garrison Court of Bunia. 
This program is presented by Didyne Uweka. To start, let us hear this small play, by the band Bisso Na Bisso, on Canal Revelation.
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· [Passenger] Ok, since I am travelling today, I have to take a vehicle. But because of traffic on Bombi road, I should take a bike to go faster.

Hello Mr. Taxi.

· [Taxi] Hello Mama.

· [Passenger] How much from here to Bombi?

· [Taxi] To Bombi? Give me only 10,000 francs.

· [Passenger] What?

· [Taxi] Come closer so that no-one hears the price.

· [Passenger] No, Mr. Taxi, 10,000 francs is a lot! I will give you 8,000 francs.

· [Taxi] Ok. No problem. You can get on the bike, I put fuel in this morning, we’re ready to go.

· [Passenger] Ok.

· [Taxi] Madam, the road is good!

· [Passenger] Yes, but your work is to serve the client, not to control them! Hey mister, slow down, look at these thieves over there.

· [Taxi] Don’t worry madam, these are not thieves, what you see over there is a military roadblock.

· [Passenger] A military roadblock?

· [Taxi] Yes, I have to give my money.

· [Military officer] Hey, mister, don’t you see the barrier?

· [Taxi] Don’t get angry. I was talking to the client.

· [Passenger] “don’t get angry”? Are you crazy to speak like that? Give him your money. Hey, again, again this barrier over there! What is this doing here?

· [Taxi] Stay calm, we will get there. This is a barrier to help the military.

· [Passenger] What! The military again?

· [Taxi] If it were you, madam, you would do the same. The military are here in the bush, with no-one to feed them. They are not paid well.

· [Passenger] What are you saying? To help them survive? This is none of your business. If you spend all your money in those trips, who will help your family survive?

· [Taxi] Oh madam you are right. Oh another barrier over there! And I have nothing to pay these people!
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· [Military officer] Hey you, here it is zero tolerance policy. It is a military roadblock. You have to pay and then pass. All bikes, motorcycle, mamas with veggies have to pay and pass. Hurry, this is not a place for civilians to rest. Hurry!

· [Civilian 1] Sir, please understand me, I have nothing. I have been pushing this bike since this morning and until now I have not gotten anything. I have exhausted all my money.

· [Military] Are you kidding? You have nothing? [hitting sound]

· [Civilian 1 shouting] Sir, why are you hitting me like this? What did I do to deserve this?
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· [Civilian 2] I have been invited to the plantation, but there is a speed limit, but if I don’t get there fast I risk losing it. I really have to go with the jeep, because the road to Musanza is really bad. [Driving away] 

Shoot, what is in front of me? [Honking sound] I have to stop to check this out.

· [Military] You are honking at a roadblock? You have a lot of courage!

· [Civilian 2] Please, I am in a hurry. I am expected in Musanza to take care of some business. It is urgent.

· [Military] Of it is urgent for you! What is urgent for us is money.

· [Civilian 2] I have no money to give. If you want to see my documents, here they are.

· [Military] Commander! This man is kidding us and is giving us his papers instead of money.

· [Commander] What does he think we’ll do with these papers? Tear them, quick! Tear, and hit him!

· [Military] Yes, I am tearing them, commander. This man is really kidding us. What do you think? That we will eat with these papers?

· [Civilian 2] Please no, do not tear my documents. This will cause you problems.

· [Military] Create us problems?! Create us problems? To the military? What kind of civilian are you, who doesn’t listen to the military!? Do you want to die!

· [Civilian 2] You are tearing my documents to scare me, but you are breaching the constitution. The Governor himself had all official roadblocks removed.

· [Commander] Stop hitting him.

· [Military] Yes, sir! He is escaping! Commander, he is escaping. Oh, he escaped!

· [Civilian 2 out of breath] Oh, I almost died today because of these military elements. I have the number of the Auditor, I have to call him now. [Dialling]

· [Auditor] Sir, if you have to denounce something, I am expecting you at my office tomorrow at 8am. These soldiers, these crooks who cannot do their job, will appear before the court.

· [Civilian 2] Yes, sir, I will be there tomorrow.
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Host: We walked around with our microphone in various intersections in Bunia, which travellers often use to go to the District:
· 1st interviewee: The leg Bunia-Fataki, via Katoto, Lita, Barganza and Drodro is completely insecure because uniformed men are always there, ready to loot civilians. Businessmen cannot even travel anymore. These uniformed men are everywhere, with heavy weapons.

· 2nd interviewee: They say they have nothing else to do and need 100 francs to survive or else we don’t cross. According to me, the population has to be free to travel, because we already suffered a lot.
· 3rd interviewee: Instead of providing security, they harass us. The money they demand could instead be used to fix the roads. But instead of that, the road is getting worse. We have to control this money.

·  4th interviewee: For us, bicycle carriers, each Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays, the FARDC requires us to pay 50 Congolese francs. There are three roadblocks.

· 5th interviewee: It is really becoming messy. It is not a real tax and this is not good. It must end.
· 6th interviewee: However, before that it was worse. Now it is better, our military are behaving a little better. Before they used to ask us to pay 100 francs, now it is only 50. We are congratulating them. Road security is really guaranteed.

· 7th interviewee: For me, it is normal, it is their job. I happily pay the 50 francs. They provide security on the roads.
Host: You have just heard the population talk about their preoccupations. Now, as promised, we give the floor to the Military Auditor, who is in this studio:

· My name is Major-Magistrat John Mpenza Ishai, Military Auditor of the Military Garrison Court for Ituri.

Journalist: Some people claim that military elements set up unofficial roadblocks in order to extort money from the population. What do you have to say about that?

· Huh, thank you. As you said, as you stressed, these roadblocks are unofficial, which means they have not officially been set up by the military. These barriers are often set up in complicity with the commanders, but it is also often set up on their own volition. This is simple harassment.

Journalist: Does the State mandate the military to set up roadblocks in specific circumstances?

· This answer to that is not crystal clear. I would say yes, in situations where the internal security of the nation is under threat, or when we are in a state of emergency. Then they can set up roadblocks, but official roadblocks, not unofficial ones.

Journalist: What are the mechanisms that you can put in place for these military elements to stop harassing the population at official roadblocks that have been authorised by your jurisdiction?

· On that point I would invite the population to denounce this kind of act. The population must cooperate with the military jurisdiction.

Journalist: Have you already arrested military elements who set up unofficial roadblocks?

· Yes, we have had to arrest such elements. For instance, at Shari and Walu, we had to arrest military elements who set up roadblocks everywhere and were harassing the population. They also levied taxes, and I mean unofficial “taxes” of course. We brought them to justice and the Tribunal adjudicated the case.

Journalist: On another note, sir, some people say that there are many cases of escape from your police detention unit and in the prison. Can you confirm that?

· Yes, of course, there are many cases of escapes of military elements or of convicted criminals. What I would do, the way I see it is that in Bunia we do not have a proper prison. There is no prison, so those who stay imprisoned are those who want to stay. RegisCo, the organisation who supports the judicial system, promised to build a prison, but to date nothing has been done and we have no prison.

Journalist: Do these escapes have any connection to the increased criminality in the city of Bunia these days?

· Well, what we can say is let’s time heal things. When we manage to apprehend one of the perpetrators, we will determine whether it was a military element or a police officer or whether it is someone else. So we have to give it time.

Journalist: One last word?

- 
I’d ask the population to be vigilant, that is all.
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Host: We have reached the end of this second program, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. We thank the Military Auditor for having responded to the various preoccupations of the population. 

To contact us, you can call 09 94 00 4015, or you can write at RCR, Canal Revelation Radio, 54 Blvd of Liberation, Bunia city, or by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr. You can also follow us on the Internet at www.irfj.org. This program was presented to you by Didyne Uweka and produced by Richard Pituwa and Justin Joel. This is a production of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. Peace and justice to all.
Justice Magazine

A program of Canal Revelation, Bunia

A Interactive Radio for Justice production
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

