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Host: Welcome dear listeners to this first program of the new series, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. In this series, we will discuss issues related to human rights violations and the problems faced by the population to access justice. In this program, we will address the difficulties the population face to visit their detained or imprisoned relatives. They claim that they have to pay money. In addition, they have difficulties accessing judicial authorities to process their case.

Our guest in our studios is the Prosecutor of the Republic to the High First Instance Court for Ituri, in Bunia, Mr. Chris Aberi Mwanangabo.

This program is presented by Didyne Uweka. To start, let us hear this small play, by the band Bisso Na Bisso, on Canal Revelation.

*
*
*

- [Child] Mama, daddy was arrested. It has been a while since his arrest. What are we going to do? It is almost time to go back to school!

- [Wife] My dear, calm down. I know what to do, calm down. What will I do, I need a solution. It is not easy to go visit my husband. But I will first go see the magistrate, and then I know what we’ll do.

[Knock]
- [Magistrate] Yes, Come in.

- [W] Hello magistrate.

- [M] Yes, hello Madam.

- [W] I would like to see you.

- [M] What is it about?

- [W] My husband. He has been arrested and is at the central prison.

- [M] And what is he accused of, your husband?

- [W] I do not know, he is innocent, he did not do anything. It has been a while and he still has not been tried.  I do not know what to do madame.

- [M] Very well, I will give you this chip, which will give you easy access to the prison.

- [W] Madam, only a chip? Detaining authorities always make trouble.

- [M] No, do take the chip, it will allow you to enter the prison.

- [W] And if they chase me away, what will I do? 

- [M] No madam, go with the chip, ok?
- [W] Ok, thank you, thank you.

- [M] Ok, good bye. Ok ,thank you. If they give you trouble at the prison, please come back to see me and I will find another solution for you, ok?

- [W] Thank you, good bye.

- [M] Good bye.

- [W] This is serious. My husband is sick. It has been a while now. What am I going to do? I have nothing, no money.

- [W] Hello, officer. Hello, Mr. Officer.

- [Guard] [Lingala]
- [W] Sir, I came to see my husband, he has been detained for a while. He is here in the prison.

- [G] [Lingala]

- [W] His name is Sibili

- [G] [Lingala] [Swahili]. Ok now talk. You are the wife of Sibili?

- [W] Yes, it is me. I have brought food for him.

- [G] Ah, so you think that if you come here we will just let you in like that?

- [W] No, I have a chip that was given to me.

- [G] Look at this, you think that with this coin you can get access to see your husband?

- [W] The magistrate gave me this.

- [G] She can come in with the chip.

- [W] Thank you.

- [G] No, you think you can come in with the chip? I want my share. You can go see your husband but first give me the money.

- [W] Ah, but sir, my husband was arrested long ago. I have no money, what will I do, sir?

- [G] Stay over there and let’s see if your chip makes your husband come out.

- [W] I have 500 francs here that I can give you?

- [G] Under this sun! You only have 500 francs to give me? I am suffering. Go tell your magistrate to make you enter with this chip. I will not accept 500 francs.

- [W] You are mean, sir. Please have mercy.

- [G] You continue to insist. Do you know that these magistrates are the ones who send your husbands here, and we receive nothing of the money that you give them. So you think that with these 500 francs and your chip I will let you in? If the magistrate comes here with the chip, she will open the prison for your husband.

- [W] Have mercy, sir, please.

- [G] Increase the amount, increase.

- [W] Have mercy, please.

- [G] Give me double and you get in.

- [W] No, I only have 500 francs. Please. Have mercy, I have nothing.

- [G] I want double.

- [W] I am not working, my husband was helping, but now he is in prison, so what will I do now? Sir, please have mercy.

- [G] Today, I will forgive you, but next time you come you should expect a terrible fate.

- [G] [Swahili] Sibili! Come out, your wife wants to see you.

- [Husband] My wife?!

- [G] […inaudible…] sent you to steal […inaudible…]
- [H] My wife! Oh my wife! Where is she?

- [G] Here she is.

- [H] One minute.

- [G] Be aware, you only have 5 minutes to eat and then you return to the prison.

- [H] How is our child? Is she ok?

- [W] She is going back to school. She is crying a lot.

- [H] Thank you, thank you. Here I suffer a lot. I haven’t even stolen this […Swahili…]. I was accused of stealing this […Swahili…], I don’t even know what this […Swhilie…] is.
- [W] And what about the judgement?

- [H] Oh, it is dragging, it is dragging. I am being mistreated. I am being beaten.

- (G) Beware, madam, you did not come here to discuss. Sibili! Go back to the prison now. Ok go back now. Madam, you can leave now, you are done now.

- [H] Thank you. Bye bye, bye bye. Thank you.

- [W] But my husband didn’t do anything. Really he didn’t do anything! Why isn’t he being tried?

- [G] Madam, you are too loud. And you, what are you doing here?

- [H] It is too cold. I was outside. This is just not possible.

- [G] Have you even asked your chief of prison for authorisation?

- [H] The chief again? What can I give you? I have nothing. The money I had is all gone.

- [G] And what about the food you were brought?

- [H] I already ate my food. There is nothing to eat.

- [G] Why didn’t you bring that [food] here!? [beating sounds]
- [H] Mama. I am dying! This is not possible.
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Host: We walked around Bunia and surrounding neighbourhoods with our microphone:
· 1st interviewee: The State is supposed to provide care and maintenance to a detainee. However, surprisingly, in our prison no food is given to prisoners. If we do bring food to our brothers in prison, visitors become frustrated because of the high cost required to enter the prison to give food to the prisoner. What about the rights of the prisoner?

· 2nd interviewee: To overcome this hurdle, we have to give them what they ask, especially so that we can keep our detained relatives stay alive.
· 3rd interviewee: I think it is not normal, because a prisoner has a right to eat, to receive visitors. Maybe our Congo is sick.

·  4th interviewee: I have often visited my brothers in prison, but have never had free access. I always have to give money to the guard to be able to enter. The weird thing is that prisoners are also asked to pay in order to be spared from the morning whipping session. 

· 5th interviewee: I cannot believe they ask for money. You have to understand, if someone cannot show his identity card, either because he was never registered, or because he lost it, you have to understand. These manners are despicable. 
· 6th interviewee: For us, from within the District, once we get to the prison we are asked to provide our cards. I give mine and I am asked whom I am visiting. When I tell them I come to see my brother, they ask me for coffee, which costs 500 francs. For us, in the District, 500 francs is a lot of money!

· 7th interviewee: We are asked to fill out a form, which takes quite a lot of time, so it is not easy to get in touch with a detained relative. I would like this system to be changed, so that people are not asked to first go to the magistrate to register in order to be able to go visit a relative. It would be easier if, in case you want to visit a relative in the prison, you could go to the prison directly and deal with the guards there.

· 8th interviewee: It is not easy because when we want to visit a relative in the prison, we have to register at the Prosecutor’s Office, who gives you a chip, which you have to show at the gate. Then they grant you access to the friend or relative. There should be no problem as you have already received authorisation from the magistrate.

Host: You have just heard the population, and as we mentioned earlier, the Prosecutor is here in the studio. He will give us his point of view. Richard Pituwa interviewed him:

· In principle, to visit a relative in prison, no money has to be paid. Before, people would come to the Prosecutor’s Office, where we would issue permits to communicate, which were to be presented to prison officers in order to have hassle free access to detained relatives. However, the detaining police at the gate abuse the situation. Unfortunately, they often require the payment of some money in order to allow food to be given to a detained relative. We have repeatedly asked the commander of these men who guard the prison to intervene in order to prevent such harassment. Therefore, there are permits to communicate which we give at the Prosecutors Office and anyone holding this permit can see a prison guard to get access to a detained relative.

RP: What you mean to say is that those who come have to keep an eye open, so that this practice is not allowed?

· You know, we, those who are in charge, are not at the prison. We cannot be there to control and supervise every movement of the detaining police at the prison. There are people who come outside visiting hours. It is often this category of persons who are subject to this type of constraints. For instance, when visiting hours end at 2pm and you come at 5pm and absolutely want to see your relative. The military, knowing that visiting hours are finished, require [payment]. But anyone who comes during visiting hours, when guards are there, I do not think that anyone can be forced to pay anything.

RP: This is what maybe justifies the intervention of one of the interviewee who said that he came here, received the document and then went there without paying anything.

· Yes, I said that people have to respect visiting hours and days. When you come outside those visiting hours, and the police know that visiting hours are closed, they try to take advantage to make you pay some money.

Host: We have also met with a human rights activist. Justin Joel interviewed him:

· We are trying to evaluate the situation of the detainees. Our team spends time once or twice a week in penitentiary institutions, either at the central prison, or in police or military cells, in order to get more familiar with the situation. At least 80% of detainees across Ituri are kept in horrible conditions. Their rights are not respected, however being detained does not equate working till death. In fact, when someone is detained, it should be some sort of rehabilitation: you committed a wrong and you are then detained to change the behaviour you have among your peers.

Host: The population also expressed their views on the difficulty to access judicial authorities to speed up the processing of cases:

· 9th interviewee: If you bring coffee to a police officer, they will then accept that you see an official.

· 10th interviewee: Since we are very far from Bunia, and have no knowledge of the authorities, the rural population, if they do not know anything about this, they are stuck, they are in the dark, this is why their trials last. In spite of the Prosecutor’s justification according to which there is a lack of magistrates to handle cases, we are not satisfied. We are in a democratic state where there should be people to assist us. Unfortunately, without this, everything is vain.

· 11th interviewee: It is not easy, because the world today is corrupt. In order to see a judge, a magistrate or an officer who work on the case, they ask you a lot of money, sometimes they tell you they are too busy, make you understand that they wont be available for you. So it is not easy.

Host: Once again, Chris Aberi answers:

· This is not official; the offices of the Prosecutor or of Magistrates are open, the doors are open to everyone. There are no conditions to see a prosecutor or a magistrate. If police officers, or other law and order official, request these types of things, then there is abuse. What is true is that some people are clever, they have my number and call me directly to say they are waiting outside and are having problems getting access. I then immediately give the order for that person to be let in. It is true that some agents try to take advantage of their position. So, in order to see a magistrate or the Prosecutor of the Republic, you can see us, we are here for the population; we cannot place conditions on getting access to us.

RP: So in fact, maybe the situation is felt across the board, but the conditions in which the military or the police work must be improved for this to work better, I don’t know?

· Well, I think this might be the general conclusion. People who are not, or who are paid but with much delay, it is a general situation among our police, who cannot always provide for their own needs.

RP: Before finishing, maybe do you have a message for the population who is listening to us from almost everywhere in Ituri, huh, what message can a prosecutor give them concerning justice in general?

· I would ask the population to not stand and do nothing. They should continue to denounce all abuse they are witnessing and that go against law and order. They have to report them. It is the only way these things can be corrected.

RP: You also said that police officers are not above the law, much like the prosecutor or anyone else. Anyone who commits an offence can be arrested, isn’t it?

· Yes, as I have always said, we, magistrates, are not protected. A magistrate who misbehaves can be prosecuted. Even for police officers, this is what the Auditorat is here for. When a police officer commits an offence you have to report it to the Auditor. If police officers know that if they misbehave they will be brought before the Auditor, I think this will decrease the number of abuses.

RP: Mr. Prosecutor, thank you.

· Thank you very much.

*
*
*

Host: We have reached the end of our program, Justice Magazine, which is part of the Interactive Radio for Justice project. We thank the Prosecutor Chris Aberi for responding to the various preoccupations of the population. 

To listen to us on the Internet you can easily go to www.irfj.org. You can write to us at the following address: Canal Revelation Radio, 54 Blvd of Liberation, Bunia city, or by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr. This program was presented to you by Didyne Uweka and produced by Richard Pituwa and Justin Joel. This is a production of the Interactive Radio for Justice project.
Justice Magazine

A program on Canal Revelation, Bunia

A Interactive Radio for Justice production
[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

