









July 23, 2007

Interactive Radio for Justice

A Child, Yesterday in the Bush, Today Part of the Community #6

Host: Welcome dear listeners to the sixth program of our series, A Child: Yesterday in the Bush, Today Part of the Community, a program which is part of the project Interactive Radio for Justice. In this series, we are talking with children who were victims of the war. They fought as adults and for adults. As a result they lost their childhood. These programmes, which are recounting the personal stories of our children, regardless of their armed group or ethnic group, will encourage reconciliation and reinforce pacification in Orientale Province, especially the District of Ituri. Of course, all these children suffered the same way and experienced enormous difficulties during the war. However, in spite of these obstacles, there is hope that these children rebuild their lives and easily reintegrate into their communities.

Today we will speak with a young man, called Oudi Mbasele, he is married and father of two children. He worked in the Popular Resistance Force for Ituri,
 the FRPI, but he was demobilized due to his health condition. Due to his injuries he is currently not able to sustain himself and his future is uncertain.

*
*
*

[The child and the interviewer now speak in Lingala. Their conversation is then translated in French for the program]

6th Child: 

· My name is Oudo Mbasele.
· What do you do?
· I was studying, I was studying mechanics.
· And for now what do you do?
· Lately, I am not working anymore, I am not able to resume work.
· You have nothing to do! What does that mean?
· The reason I am not working is that I was injured in an accident and had my feet paralyzed.

· What caused you to be paralyzed and why did you leave your job, being a mechanic?

· My feet are paralyzed. When I was working the war broke out and each boy was expected to defend his own family. It is at this time that we gathered in the bush and were trained.

· Where were you trained?

· We were trained in Chele Chele?

· And in which group was it? We know UPC, PUSIC and others.

· The name of our group was FRPI.

· What motivated you to join? As you said it was required, but this obligation had nothing to do with your personal motivation?

· We would see that even if we stayed home and did not join the army, other forces would come and threatened men in our village. This is when we decided to go. We were going to die otherwise, we were going to be killed as many others who had been massacred and this is how we joined, solely to defend our villages.

· Explain to us your life in the bush. How did you survive there?

· Life in the bush is hard. When I see the difference, even if you compare with a poor life, eating poorly and sleeping poorly, all these activities. This life in the bush was real suffering. I mean real suffering.

· In this suffering why didn’t you want to flee? Were you required to stay in order to not seek anything else somewhere else?

· If you want to leave, you will see that the road is blocked, even if you try to find a path in the bush. But if you make this mistake and flee, you have to know that they will hunt you down and once caught you will be beaten and you will die with your family.

· What type of suffering did you experience in the bush?

· In the bush, I suffered from this shot in the foot. I already had several surgeries but continue to suffer. It hurts! I was meant to die, but instead now I suffer more.

· How did you manage to eat over there?

· When we were there we would steal crops from others, look for leftovers of cassava roots and hide the loot so that others would not see, because you have to save yourself first.

· You said you were shot, tell us how this happened.

· The shot was fired and hit me when I was with my platoon. I was leading my 36 children and at the time we were going to instill terror in random villages, in order to find goods to protect ourselves in the bush. And when our chief intervened to prevent us to do so, I wanted to defend my children, there was an exchange of fire between us, others went in and as my group collected a lot of goods, others wanted to kill me, but instead of killing me, my children saved me and the shot hit me as we were fleeing.

· For now, you say that you are unable to work and study. Isn’t there anyone who can help you?

· I have someone who helps me, we stay together. I still didn’t tell him anything, but the truth is that the fact that I have been operated three times with no result worries me. I have a hard time walking; my foot swells at any time, at every step. I still haven’t offered anything to the one supporting me, but this bothers me a lot.

*
*
*

Host: In the second part, he is obliged to leave the army. He chooses to demobilize because he was no longer able to continue.  

· What really motivated me to leave the army is the great suffering you experience in the army. You catch something but since you are a junior officer, a Kadogo, your loot is stolen, so you are under orders of the chiefs, which causes a lot of difficulties. In order to find something to eat, we had to extort people, because we had to eat.

· There are others who also demobilized, we refer to them as former combatants, we even saw some receiving bicycles and money at the site. But what about you? What are you?

· I do not belong there, I first wanted to heal and get medications. Every day I drag myself to the hospital to get bandages. Today they do this, tomorrow they do that, and there is still no change!

· Here we are at your brother’s. What does he think of you?

· My brother welcomed me well when I left the army. I stay with him and his concern is for me to heal and then he will tell me what to do.

· You had a weapon, how did you surrender it?

· I voluntarily surrendered my weapon, no-one forced me to do this. When I saw this horrible suffering I realized that we were no longer defending but simply creating more disorder, killing each other among brothers. This is also what motivated me to demobilize.

· How did you know that others were already surrendering their weapons?

· We stayed in the bush without knowing what was happening outside. When one of us went to visit his family, his child came to inform us. We were asked whether we wanted to surrender our weapons, and demobilize, because the suffering we were experiencing was unbearable. We decided to steal weapons so that no-one would see or kill us. We did this at midnight and we each went our own way when we left the center and started following the road to the village towards the transit site. It was then too late when they discovered us, we had been for two days in the transit site.

· Remind me your age.

· I will be 18 years old this year. So I am now 17 and a few months. When I started training in 2002 our training was for two months and there we were considered mature enough to lead a team or interact with any group and we were given grades as we wished.

· You said that your older brother welcomed you well at home and makes sure that you have a good life. Now where are your parents?

· When I joined the army, it was without the consent of my parents, but I was happy to hear that my parents are alive and was very happy when someone came to my brother’s to tell me that mom and dad are alive. I was not in conflict, this is why I came back safe and sound.

· I see that you have a big problem, but that you want to heal. If you do, what do you want to do later?

· If I heal, I really would like to ask my family and older brother to support me financially to finish my studies in mechanics, I would then be very happy. I stopped only at the fourth year, I only had two years left before getting my certificate. Mechanics is a talent for me and when I was working on small assignments related to mechanics my family agreed that I continue in this direction so that when I finish I would do well in life.

Host: Before continuing our program, let us listen to the song Unité,
 from the band Notor Team of Bunia. This song invites all Congolese - young, children and elderly, to gather and hold each other’s hand to reconstruct our country.

*
*
*

Song

*
*
*
Host: Thank you for following our program. Now we are inviting the older brother of Oudo, a man with many responsibilities, who fights as much as he can for his little brother to recover. It is not easy but he still has hopes.

· Indeed, he is the youngest of our family, because we are five and he is the fifth. When we heard this, we were in town, and they were in the village, the war broke out and children were enlisted in the army. This news alerted us as there was no longer any instructor in the center of the village. Only the government could reinstitute something good, with supplies. But when we heard our little brother Oudo Masele was also in the army, it did not help us. But in 2004, we heard that he surrendered and demobilized, we were very happy to hear that. At the village every boy had to enlist, if not you and your family would be threatened, this is why he left, but this was at the village, not the town. We did not like when he left, and of course, our dad who is pastor, did not like at all this type of behavior. We were all against his departure in the family. 

· As his older brother, what do you think of his foot condition? He has become incapable, discouraged, will you motivate him a little?

· Yes, I know that our army does not welcome such people. I try to put everything in motion so that he gets treatment, and by the way, I just brought him to the hospital where a doctor from France operated on him. It was the third operation. I spend a lot of money, I want him to heal. When he can walk without crutches, he can continue and do something else or join a center certified by the government and become a soldier. He was a mechanic and my concern is that he can work normally, this is what I wish for.

· Oudo wanted to return to school. As I see, you are a responsible person, you have children, how many?

· I am father to five children, all present here. They all study. I support them with the little money the state gives me. As he wants to study, I will see and decide with my father and maybe help him resume his studies. The state administration will regain its normal course, the budget was approved, I think I will receive something to sustain ourselves, and as soon as the situation gets better I will be in a position to take care of him. 

· As the Bible says, the prodigy left, enjoyed himself, and returned to his family, so after Oudo returned, what did you do with you family? Did you not celebrate his return?

· Indeed, as the Bible says, the prodigy returned and his father celebrated. I was happy, I showed him I was happy because many left and never returned, I was really happy to see him alive. These conflicts with the government caused so many to not return, I thanked God.

*
*
*

Host: Dear listeners, this is how we are reaching the end of our program, A Child: Yesterday in the Bush, today part of the Community. We talked with Oudo whose health condition is still critical and does not allow him to progress, he is blocked and so far does not see any choice, but after healing he will be able to find what to do.

We are hoping that these programs will help you find a way to help orient the children re-entering your communities. Your support to community reinsertion is an asset. You can write to us by email at canalrevelation2001@yahoo.fr, or by simple mail at Radio Canal Revelation, 54 Boulevard de Libération in the center of Bunia. Your questions and suggestions are always welcome. Presented by Brigitte Kahindu, goodbye and till next time.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

� FRPI = Force de Résistance Populaire de l’Ituri


� Unity
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