









June 6, 2007

Interactive Radio for Justice

A Child: Yesterday in the Bush, Today Part of the Community #4

Host: Welcome dear listeners to our fourth program in the new series, A Child, Yesterday in the Bush, Today Part of the Community. This program is part of the project Interactive Radio for Justice. In this series, we are talking with children who grew up in armed groups, their family members and even some community leaders in institutions where they gain experience after they have abandoned the military service. We also speak with local and international NGO’s that take care of them through the community reinsertion process. These children of course lost their childhoods but still have a lot of time ahead to resume a normal life. For those children who are discouraged and give in to negative behaviors, this program is a new life inspiration for them. They have to understand that they still have the chance to do what all the others do and to become important people for themselves first, and then for their families and for the whole society. Parents must also take their responsibilities concerning these children, welcome them and help them. Last time you followed the story of Dogoche, living in Aru, a locality more than 200 kilometers North of Bunia. He shared with us his experience in the bush, his return in his family and the process of his reinsertion in civilian life. He currently works on the training catch-up program to learn how to set up antenna dishes and this is his means of livelihood.

Today you will meet Katala, speaking with IRfJ journalist Justin Musafiri. The first part describes his joining of the army. Exceptionally, Mr. Katala did not follow the training like the others, but how did he work, what exactly was he doing? Happy listening to all.

*
*
*

2nd Child: 

· My name is Katala
· Katala, could you confirm to us whether you really are a former child soldier?
· I actually am a former soldier

· Which group did you serve?

· I served in the FNI
 group

· What motivated you to join the army?

· It was during the war, I was [living] very far with my godfather, this is what pushed me to enter this group.

· You entered, huh, in the army when you were how old?

· When I joined this army, I was twelve

· Were you studying at this time too?

· Before joining this work I was studying

· You were in which class?

· I was in the 6th year of primary [school]

· And you spent how long in the army?

· Me, I stayed for a period of, let’s say, one year, before we actually start the training

· What role did you have, what were you doing in the army, did you have a grade?

· No I did not have any grade

· And what were you doing?

· I was a bodyguard

· You were a bodyguard? And where did you follow the training?

· In fact I did not follow this training

· How do you, did you work in the army without training? how was it for you? How did you work?

· But for us, we did not receive training, we were simply thrown into this group and I was not trained.

· At 12 years old, you, you, you had a weapon. Did you manage to carry the weapon, because I can see that weapons are heavy.

· Yes I did manage to carry it without any difficulty.

· You did not feel that the weapon was heavy? 

· The weapon is heavy

· So how did you manage this?

· I managed because it is work

· Did you also manage to go to the front, that is, to war?

· No, I did not go to war

· For what reason?

· I was not yet trained; those who were going to war were those who were qualified

· What were you doing when others were going to war, when your chief was going to war?

· I would check on the prisoners in the prison so that they don’t escape.

· Weren’t you scared when you were watching prisoners like that?

· No I wasn’t scared because I had a weapon in my hand

· What type of exercises did people do in the bush?

· They do the exercises, they show us how to kill someone, and also training exercises

· Aside from you, were there many children or were you alone?

· There were a lot, many more children in this work

*
*
*

Host: In the second part, Katala,  very small by the way, wants to see his parents, and return home. How will he proceed?  

· I quit the army to go study

· You left to go study, where did you leave your weapon then?

· This weapon was not mine, I was bodyguard of the authority in this group, my weapon stayed with the chief

· When you returned home, did someone call you, or you came home by yourself, how did you leave the army?
· My father strongly advised me to leave this army and to come study.

· When you wanted to leave, didn’t your chief prevent you?

· My chief did not prevent me, he accepted that I leave this work and that I go study

*
*
*

Host: Katala, is welcomed back home. In what way? What does he want now?

· I was welcomed back home with a lot of joy

· Who first welcomed you at home?

· First it was my father and my mother

· Do you also have brothers and sisters?

· I have younger brothers and younger sisters

· How did they welcome you?

· With a lot of joy

· So today you came back, you are studying, who is paying for your studies?

· Myself, I support myself

· The parents do not pay for you?

· The parents do not pay for me, because they can not pay more than for registration

· So how do you get money to pay for your studies?

· My work is to sell oil door to door in the neighborhoods

· But does this give you any profits?

· It does give me some profits, but little

· Per day how much do you receive, or per week?

· Per week, I get 500 Francs (one dollar US)
· Is this enough?

· It is not enough

· What are the difficulties that you have aside from that?

· In order to sell oil there are many difficulties. Military elements threaten us a lot when we walk with this oil. If we meet them they ask us to give them the money for their cigarettes

· So, did you already report this to their hierarchy?

· I do not know a military authority

· What are you asking, for state authorities for militaries to stop stealing, huh, your money?

· I am asking the state to better discipline these militaries, because the military now represents a lot of people, and if you meet them at night, they threaten you and ask you for money, and if you have no money they will harass you.
· So today, when you study, what is your specialty, what would you like to become?

· I would like to work in the government, I would even like to be national representative

· For what reason?

· So that I can serve our country

· Today, if someone was still recruiting children, would you accept?
· I cannot accept to join this group again or to be in the army

· What memory did you keep of the army

· These are not positive memories, the memories I have are negative memories, because when I was there, if I was not feeling well, if I was ill-at-ease, I was worried it would threaten the others

· So now what piece of advice can you give to all children who are listening to us, especially children, former child soldiers?

· Some advice I can give is to leave this army and to come study like all the others.

Host: We are taking a little break to listen to the song, Les Enfants D’abord,
 for the Congolese artist Felix Wazee Kwa. In this song, he calls the various communities and authorities to promote children’s education and to work for them.
*
*
*

Song

*
*
*

Host: We gave the microphone to Reverend Mungnanga Kiamulesere, the education Dean of the Yambi Yaya Institute, where Katala studies. The Reverend-Dean states that the behavior of the child completely changed, now very different from the image we have of these children[who return from armed groups]. They now behave like regular children. He is at the microphone of  IRfJ journalist Gratien Irachale:

( Indeed, this child is here, but during his registration at the Yambi Yaya Institute, I did not even recognize him as a child soldier, he came to register like any other child coming from primary school.

Host: didn’t he have characteristics inherent to military elements?

( Till today, we never observed such cases, he is serious, calm, polite, even disciplined, and he is among the children we are proud of here at the school.

Host: It has now been over a year that he is here. What are your remarks concerning discipline, and teachers’ remarks regarding his behavior?

( Huh, according to our deliberation chart, he always had good grades in discipline. At least there is nothing bad to say.

Host: Regarding his progress, do you consider that he is smart? Does he succeed easily? Does he still refer to military chiefs?

( He is very diligent, he succeeds, he is not so strong but rather average, but he wants to succeed anyway.

Host: Do you commonly receive several child soldiers in this school?

( Of course, there are, there are some who are good and some who are bitter and have real military or militia characteristics.

Host: So what do you do when you find that a child is difficult and cannot adapt easily to the school?

( Since we are educators, we receive children from several families, and each child comes with his own behavior. Huh, we, we help them, give them advice. Sometimes if they commit grave mistakes we punish them while advising them so that they can change in the future, but sometimes we still notice changes.

Host: Do these children come by themselves or are there organizations, or parents or other people in charge who send them and support their studies?

( Some come on their own, but I can remember one who was brought by a pastor who takes care of street children here. But most of them come by themselves, but they have parents too.

Host: When they start with classes, does it happen that they give up and return home or reintegrate the army?

( So there are some who have abandoned, I remember of one, who did not come regularly, but once we had paid all his fees for the year he abandoned, he stopped coming, but others continue to come. 

Host: What had been your reaction towards those children when you heard they had been in the army, they used to be militia?
( Yes, the first time we are all scared, because we know that if he was a militia element, we have bad memories of these militia, but as we learn to live with them, we adapt and we see that sometimes they are good children too.

Host: Aren’t teachers afraid too?

( At the beginning yes but after a month or a few weeks they are no longer afraid.

Host: And you think that in those conditions they adapt easily to their peers and become friends?

( Certainly, certainly, there are friendships, they do everything, they become good students

Host: And students are not afraid either?

( No

Host: Mr. the Dean do you manage to gather these child soldiers - because you have a lot of them studying here in your school – do you manage to gather them, I don’t know, every week, every month, or every two months, three months, do you hold morality lectures with them?

( Well no, personally we do not do that. There are people, there are NGO’s who come to hold such meetings.

Host: What NGO’s?

( There was COOPI which was coming to hold such meetings, especially COOPI, they even paid the fees for a student, the fees for the whole year for a student

Host: Do you think these children can rebuild their lives and forget what they were in the army, so that they can easily integrate themselves in the community?

( Well, when you see them here at school, it is like they are very calm, they…others say that they can never return [to the armed groups]. They are not exactly reformed though it is like it was very difficult for them to decide to return from this [type of] career.

Host: So you think that a child who was in the army can easily rebuild his life and reintegrate the community?

( Yes, certainly, according to what I see here. That one who was brought to me, since he is here he has never been punished, and he was never called to the office for indiscipline, so we think they can do good things if they are well supervised.

Host: What personal message do you have to give to other authorities, or to other responsible people, to minimize [the plight] of child soldiers? And what do you say to those who think that they are dangerous for society and that they can no longer rebuild their lives among the community? And you personally, you were also scared of these children but maybe now that you have had a long experience you realized that these children can easily integrate themselves in the community, and, huh, in fact a message for all your friends and all others who can welcome child soldiers in their organizations. 

( Huh, my colleagues who are school deans, either primary or secondary, I invite them to not rely on the prejudice we have on militia or soldiers. What matters is that these children be supervised. They can register them in their schools, supervise them. They can also yield good results in the future.

Host: There are also parents rejecting those children, so what message do you have for everyone in this category?

( So even these parents, we are asking them to supervise these children and to register them in schools, where they can still follow education, they can receive advice and be supervised. I can say to the governmental authorities that when we leave these children to their own devices, it is like we are igniting another fire, one way or another, which will burst anytime. It is better to assess how to supervise these children. Huh, especially regarding their training and education so that they can become useful citizens of this country.

Host: Mr. Dean, you, as head of, even as Pastor of this Church, do you feel pain for these children who have to reintegrate the community today?

( Yes certainly, when you see the life they have, it is regrettable but they can pose serious problems in the community where they live, so they should be supervised.
*
*
*

Host: Dear listeners, we are reaching the end of our program, A Child: Yesterday in the Bush, Today Part of the Community. You have heard with particular attention Katala, very small and left to his own devices he joined the army. A year later he is enjoying his return home to his family, where today he has resumed his studies. Now he is at university, at the orientation session. Without any support from any organization nor his parents, he manages to pay for his studies by selling oil. Unfortunately this is not enough. Concerning his future he is ambitious. After his studies he would like to become national representative to serve the country. We are hoping that after listening to him, you will find other means to assist those children. It an experience for some and a model to follow for others. Your comments and recommendations are always welcome, you can write to us by email at canalrevelation@yahoo.fr, or by simple mail at Radio Canal Revelation, 54 Boulevard de Libération in the center of Bunia. At the microphone, Brigitte Kahindu, till next time.

[Translated and transcribed by Sandrine Gaillot]

� Front National Intégrationiste = National Integrationist Front


� Children First
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